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COUNTY  BOROUGH  OF  NEWPORT 


HEALTH  COMMITTEE. 

Chairman  : 

*A]derman  F.  J.  HUMPHRIES,  J.P. 

Deputy-Chairman : 

*Couincillor  T.  F.  MOONEY. 

THE  MAYOR  Councililor  *G.  W.  ARMSTEAD 

(Alderman  J.  R.  Wardell)  ,,  D.  A.  JONES 

*Alderman  W.  CASEY,  J.P.  „ *Mrs.  LETITIA  BELL 

*Alderman  Mrs.  M.  A.  HART,  J.P.  „ H.  de  C.  TILNEY 

*Couincillor  W.  G.  RUDD,  J.P. 

„ G.  SCOTT 


HEALTH  (MATERNITY  AND  CHILD  WELFARE)  SUB-COMMITTEE. 

Chairman  : 

Alderman  F.  J.  HUMPHRIES,  J.P. 

Deputy-Chairman  : 

Councillor  T.  F.  MOONEY. 

Members  of  the  Heaith  Committee  marked  * 

with  Mrs.  N.  PADGET  and  Mrs.  G.  M.  SLADE  as  Co-opted  Members. 


HOUSING  COMMITTEE. 
Chairman  : 

Councillor  E.  W.  KING  (Died  26/6/39). 

Deputy-Chairman : 

Councilor  R.  DAVIES. 


THE  MAYOR 

(Alderman  J.  R.  Wardell) 
Councillor  R.  S.  TYACK 
,,  A.  F.  DOLMAN 

„ J.  PARRY  BROWN, 

O.B.E.,  J.P. 


Councillor  C.  G.  LLOYD 

„ W.  PINNELL 

„ G.  A.  DAVIES 

„ J.  W.  DAWSON 

(Resigned  11/7/3Q) 
„ H.  de  C.  TILNEY 


VENEREAL  DISEASES  COMMITTEE. 

Chairman  ; Councillor  W.  G.  l^udd,  J.P. 

Representing  the  Corporation  ...  The  Mayor  (Alderman  J.  R.  Wardell,  J.P.), 

Councillors  G.  W.  Armstead,  A.  E. 
Wills,  J.P.,  C.  H.  Adams,  G.  A. 
Davies,  W.  Pinne'U,  and  J.  W. 
Dawson  (Resigned  1 1/7/39) 

Co-opted  Members  : 

Representing  the  Medical  Profession  Drs.  T.  Morrall  Thomas  (died  9/10/39) 

C.  E.  P.  Forsyth,  and  J.  T.  Rice 
Edwards 

Representing  the  Social  Workers  The  Revs.  Eather  Cummins,  L.  Stanley 

Jenkins  and  E.  M.  Griffith,  Mr.  G. 
Thomas  and  Mrs,  H.  Lovelock. 


HEALTH  DEPARTMENT.— STAFF. 


Medical  Officer  of  Health 
Deputy  Medical  Officer  of  Health 

Lady  Medical  Officer  (M.  & C.W.)  ... 

and  Medical  Supervisor  of  Midwives 

Assistants  to  Medical  Officer  of  Health 


Assistant  do.  (Part-Time) 

Tuberculosis  Officer  (King-  Edward  VII. 
Welsh  National  Memorial  Assoc.) 

Public  Vaccinators 

District  Medical  Officers  ... 


Consultants  ; — 

Gynaecologist 

Ophthalmic  Surgeon 

Orthopaedic  Surgeoin 

Ear,  Nose  and  Throat  Specialist 

Borough  .'Vnalysts  (Part-Time) 

Secretary,  Venereal  Diseases  Committee 
Senior  Urban  Sanitary  Inspector 
Assistant  Sanitary  Inspectors 


Health  Visitors  and  Clinic  Nurses 


H.  W.  Catto,  M.B.,  B.S.,  D.P.H. 

D.  E.  Lawrence,  B.A.,  B.Sc.,  M.R.C.S., 
L.R.C.P.,  D.P.H. 

Miss  Andrewina  Laird,  M.D.,  Ch.B., 
D.P.H. 

Miss  Gwyneth  M.  Daniel,  M.R.C.S., 
L.R.C.P.,  M.B.,  B.S.,  D.P.H. 

Miss  Patience  Craig,  M.B.,  Ch.B.,  D.P.H 
(Resigned  11/8/39) 

W.  B.  Clark,  M.B.,  Ch.B.,  D.P.H. 

(Appointed  1/8/39) 

O.  G.  Lloyd,  M.R.C.S.,  L.R.C.P., 

D.P.H.  (Appointed  1/8/39) 

F.  G.  D.  Kerr,  M.B.,  Ch.B. 

A.  Carveth  Johnson,  M.A.,  M.B.,  Ch.B. 


Harvey  Nichol,  M.A.,  M.B.,  Ch.B.,  D.P.H. 
J.  Frank  Nicholson,  M.D.,  Ch.B. 

W.  Garraway  Smith,  M.R.C.S.,  L.R.C.P. 

H.  A.  Keane,  M.B.,  B.Ch.,  B.A.O. 

W.  E.  Wade,  M.R.C.S.,  L.R.C.P. 

H.  A.  Keane,  M.B.,  B.Ch.,  B.A.O. 

W.  Garraway  Smith,  M.R.C.S.,  L.R.C.P. 
Miss  L.  M.  Griffiths,  B.Sc.,  M.R.C.S.,  I, 
L.R.C.P. 


R.  Glyn  Morgan,  M.C.,  M.B.,  B.S. 

F.  W.  Robertson,  M.A. , M.D. 

A.  O.  Parker,  M.D.,  C.M. 

D.  B.  Sutton,  M.B.,  B.S.,  F.R.C.S.,  D.L.O.i 

G.  R.  Thompson,  F.I.C.,  F.C.S.  and 
G.  Hogan,  F.I.C. 

Percy  E.  Jones 

C.  J.  Burr,  b 2.  3,  4 

E.  J.  Davies,  1.  F.  J.  Keyes,  i- 

W.  J.  Griffiths,  2,3,  R J Pendlebury,  2,3, 

F.  C.  Farthing,  2,3,  c r Pepperell,  2,3, 
(Resigned  4/7/39),  J-  J-  Galsworthy,  2,3, 
and  E.  V .Collins,  2,  (Resigned  25/6/39), 

T.  W.  Harry  2,  (Appointed  1/8/39), 

F.  K.  W.  Francis.  2,3,  (Appointed  1/8/39) 

Miss  B.  E.  M.  C.  Evans,  5,  Miss  A. 
French,  5,  Miss  M.  G.  Beynon,  Miss 
M.  M.  Bond,  5,6,  Mi-s  M.  Oldfield,  Miss 
K.  B.  Baynam,  2,5,6,  Miss  A.  M.  Jones, 

5,6,  (Resigned  31/10/39),  Miss  E.  M. 
Lewis  5,6,  Miss  C.  Parker  5,6,  Miss  T. 

M.  Inns  5,6,  Miss  B.  Hoare  5,6,  and 
Miss  M.  D.  Jones  5,6,  (Apptd  4/12/39) 
and  Mrs.  F.  M.  Matthias  (Temporary). 


HEALTH  DEPARTMENT— STAFF— continued. 


Non-Medica]  Supervisor  of  Midwives 
Health  Visitor  for  Infectious  Diseases 
Municipal  Midwives 


Clerical  ;— 
Chief 


Temporary  (A.R.P.) 

Laboratory  Assistant 

Vaccination  Officer 

Female  Lay  Assistants  (M.  & C.W. ) 

Part-time  Assistants  : — 

Orthopaedic  and  Nurse  Masseuse  ... 
U.V.R.  Clinic  Nurse 
Lay  (M.  & C.W.) 


Allt-yr-yn  Isolation  Hospital  : — 

Matron 

Engineer-Porter 

House  Disinfectors  and  Ambulance 
Drivers 

Crick  House  (Small  Pox)  Hospital 
(closed  30/8/39). 

School  Medical  and  M.  & C.W.  Clinics 


Miss  K.  B.  Biaynam.  2,5,8. 

Miss  E.  M.  Hoilland.  ^>6- 

Miss  T.  Nolan  (Supt.)  (Resigned  15/4/39) 
Miss  M.  M.  Goodwin,  Mrs.  G.  M. 
Burrough  (Appointed  Superintendent 
16/4/39),  Mrs.  W.  M.  Davies  (Resigned 
5/2/39),  Miss  D.  G.  R.  Morgan 
(Resigned  14/10/39),  Miss  H.  Bryant 
(Appointed  8/1/39),  Mrs.  N.  L.  Sherrin 
(Appointed  1/1/39),  Miss  D.  M.  Wallis 
(Appointed  8/1/39),  Mrs.  E.  Edwards 
(Appointed  9/4/39),  Mrs.  R.  J.  Stevens 
(Appointed  24/4/39),  Miss  L.  E.  Preece 
(Appointed  12/6/39),  Miss  C.  Sullivan 
(Appointed  1/8/39),  Mrs.  T.  Davies 
(Appoiinted  21/8/39). 


Percy  E.  Jones. 

W.  H.  M.  Jones,  E.  de  Lloyd,  W.  J.  Croker, 
L.  H.  Harper,  A.  J.  Roiwe,  E.  G. 
Bezant,  H.  M.  Harris,  J.  F.  Jones 
(Resigned  9/4/39),  R.  G.  Coslett,  Miss 
B.  E.  Williams,  R.  H.  Gower,  K.  J. 
Whitcutt,  Miss  B.  D.  Gapper  and  R. 
W.  Powell  (Appointed  1/4/39). 

E.  Spicer,  T.  D.  Howells,  R.  Packer. 

W.  H.  M.  Jones. 

E.  de  Lloyd. 

Miss  H.  H.  Waldron,  Miss  B.  M.  Pierce 
and  Mrs.  B.  E.  Cable  (Apptd  16/1/39). 


Miss  V.  Gillman  Jones. 

Miss  M.  A.  Common. 

Mrs.  F.  Gregory,  Miss  Huntley  and  Miss 
R.  Harris  (Resigned  27/5/39),  Miss  L. 
Everson  (Appointed  2/6/39). 


Miss  J.  Adams. 

F.  W.  S Casburn. 


H.  J.  Smith  and  T.  L.  Taylor. 

Caretakers  : Mr.  and  Mrs.  P.  H.  Billing. 


Caretakers  : Mr.  and  Mrs.  T.  Young. 


1 = Inspector’s  Certificate  Royal  Sanitary  Institute. 

2 = Certificate  Royal  San.  Inst,  and  San.  Iinsp.  Joint  Board. 

3 = Meat  Inspector’s  Certificate  (Royal  San.  Inst.). 

^ = Smoke  Inspector’s  Certificate. 

5 = State  Certified  Midwife. 

6 = Health  Visitor’s  Certificate  (Royal  San.  Inst.). 
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STJMMAEY  OF  VITAL  AND  MORTAL  STATISTICS 


FOR  1938  & 1939. 


Area  of  Borough  (Land  and  Water) 

7,873  acres. 

1938 

1939 

Population  (estimated) 

...  95,910 

*96,170 

Density  (persons  per  acre) 

...  12.18 

12.21 

Dwelling  Houses  (estimated  at  June  30tli) 

...  22,996 

23,406 

Do.  Void  (included  in  above) 

375 

340 

Average  number  of  occupants  per  dwelling  house  4.17 

4.11 

New  Dwelling  Houses  rated  (Less  Old  Houses 

pulled  down) 

372 

410 

Live  Births  (nett)  No. 

...  1,572 

§1,483 

Rate 

...  16.39 

15.46 

Deaths  (corrected  for 

Non-Residents)  No. 

...  1,161 

1,238 

Rate 

...  12.10 

K2.87 

Infant  Deaths  (Do.)  No-. 

97 

80 

Rate  per  1,000  Births 

61.7 

53.6 

Total  Zymotic  Death  Rate  (including 

Tuberculosis)  per  1,000  per  annum 

1.48 

1.21 

Death  Rate  for  7 principal  Zymotic  Diseases 

.375 

.135 

Rateable  Value  at  March  31st 

£725,685 

t £733,059 

Sum  represented  by  a Penny  Rate  £2,860  t£2,868/10/- 

Rate  for  Financial  Year— in  the  £ 

13/4 

tl3/10 

tAt  31st  March.,  1940.  *Fo'r  calculating  Death  Rate. 

§For  calculating  Birth  Rate  (for  calculating  Infant  and  Maternal 
Mortality  the  Registrar-General  gives  the  number  of  Births  as  1493). 
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COUNTY  BOROUGH  OF  NEWPORT. 


Health  Department, 

Royal  Chambers, 

High  Street, 

Newport. 

To  the  Chadrrrum  and  Members  of  the  Health  Committee. 
Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I beg  to  submit  my  Annual  Report  for  the  year  1939.  It  is 
made  in  accordance  witb  tbe  Memorandum  of  tbe  Ministry  of 
Health. 


AREA  OF  BOROUGH. 

By  the  Newport  Extension  Act  of  1934,  which  became 
operative  1st  April,  1935,  the  area  of  the  Borough  of  Newport  was 
increased  from  5,020  acres  to  7,873  acres — an  addition  of  2,853  acres. 


This  is  the  fifth  extension  of  the  Borough  that  has  taken 
place.  It  will  be  of  interest  to  compare  the  essential  statistics  at 
the  dates  these  extensions  were  made : — 


Tear  of  Extension  1832 

Area  . . . 938 

Population  ...  7062 

Number  of  Houses  ? 

Birth  Rate  ...  ? 

Death  Rate  ...  ? 

Infant  Mortality  ? 


1877 

1889 

1904 

1935 

2734 

4924 

5020 

7873 

32953 

49910 

72420 

97500 

4856 

7970 

12450 

21734 

40.87 

33.6 

32.48 

16.96 

27.31 

17.5 

15.63 

12.38 

167.8 

161.8 

153.9 

70.3 
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The  new  areas  added  in  1935  comprise : — 


Old  Authority 

Magor  Rural  District  Council. 


Parish  Area  in  Acres 

Part  of  Christchurch  1060 


St.  Mellons  Rural  District  Council — 

Part  of  Bettws 


7 

690 

1096 


Malpas 
St.  Woolos 


Total  ...  2853 


POPULATION. 


The  Registrar  General’s  estimate  of  the  population  of  the 
Extended  Borough  at  the  middle  of  1939  was  96,170,  an  increase  of 
260  compared  with  thei  figure  for  1938.  The  natural  increase  (excess 
of  births  over  deaths)  amounted  to  245.  This  estimate  of  Newport’s 
population  is  used,  states  the  Registrar  General,  for  the  purpose  of 
calculating  death  rates.  To  obtain  the  birth  rate  that  Authority 
has  used  the  population  figure  of  95,920.  The  reason  for  this  is 
explained  by  the  unusual  movement  of  the  population  caused  by  the 
War  and  the  consequent  method  adopted  of  dealing  with  transfer- 
able Births  and  Deaths. 

Dwellinghouses . — From  an  examination  of  the  Rating  and 
Valuation  Lists  it  was  found  that  433  new  houses  had  been  rated 
and  23  old  houses  taken  off  the  Rates  during  thei  12  months  ended 
June  30th,  1939.  This  gives  a nett  increase  of  410  houses.  The 
total  number  of  dwelling  houses  in  the  Borough  on  that  date  was 
calculated  to  be  23,406,  of  which  340  were  void.  By  December 
31st  the  number  of  houses  had  increased  to  23,568. 

At  June  30th  the  average  number  of  persons  per  dwelling- 
house  was  calculated  to  be  4.11,  compared  with  4.17  last  year, 
and  the  density  of  population  (i.e.,,  persons  per  acre)  was  12.21  as 
against  12.18  in  1938,  12.22  in  1937  and  12.35  in  1936.  The  figures 
for  the  various  Wards  will  be  found  in  Table  1 at  the  end  of  the 
Report.  Central  Ward  gives  the  highest  number  of  persons  per 
dwellinghouse — 5.10,  and  Caerau  the  lowest — .3.63  persons  per  house. 
By  comparing  these  with  similar  figures  in  1931  (given  in  thei  same 
table)  the  marked  improvement  which  has  taken  place  will  be 
readily  seen.  The  number  of  persons  per  acre  still  varies  very 
considerably  in  the  different  Wards,  from  5.3  in  LlisweiT^"  Ward  to 


47.8  in  Central  Ward. 
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The  Rateable  Value  of  the  Borough  on  March  31st,  1940, 
was  £733,059;  the  sum  represented  by  a penny  rate  was  £2868/10/0 
and  the  Rate  for  the  financial  year,  13/10  in  the  £. 


Chief  Occupations  of  the  Inhabitants. 

The  special  industries  of  the  town  are  Shipping,  Ship- 
Repairing,  Sea-faring,  Steel-works,  (including  Oalvanised  sheet 
manufacturing),  Weldless  Steel  Tube  making.  Malleable  Iron 
industries.  Nail  making.  Wire  works.  General  & Marine  Engineer- 
ing works.  Chemical  works.  Glass  manufacturing  and  Brick 
making.  Patent  Fuel  works.  Timber  yards.  Wood  Pickling  works. 
Flour  Mills,  and  Sugar  and  Chocolate  Confectionery  making. 


The  chief  occupations  of  the  inhabitants  are  (in  order  of 
numerical  importance) : — 


Transport  and  Communication  (chiefly  Water  Transport); 
Metal  Workers  (not  Electro-plate  or  Precious  metals) ; Commercial ; 
Finance  and  Insurance  (excluding  Clerks);  Personal  Service® 
(Domestic  Servants,  Waiters,  etc.);  Clerks,  Draughtsmen  and 
Typists,  etc.;  Builders,  Bricklayers,  Stone  and  Slate  Workers; 
Public  Administration  and  Defence  (excluding  Professional  men 
and  Typists);  Professional  occupations;  Electrical  Apparatus 
Makers,  Fitters  and  Electricians;  Workers  in  Wood  and  Furniture; 
Makers  of  Foods,  Drinks  and  Tobacco,  Stationary  Engine  Drivers, 
Dynamo  and  Motor  Attendants;  Warehousemen,  Store  keepers 
etc.;  Painters  and  Decorators;  Workers  in  Mixed  or  Undefined 
Materials  (chiefly  in  ships);  Textile  goods  and  articles  of  Dress; 
Printers,  Bookbinders  and  Photographers;  Mining  and  Quarrying; 
Brick  making.  Pottery  and  Glass  manufacture. 


Extracts  from  Vital  Statistics  (Ministry  of  Health  Circular  1961 
(Wales)  Appendix  I.). 


Live  Births 

f Legitimate 

1 Illegitimate 

Total 

1433 

50 

M. 

754 

29 

F. 

679' 

21 

Stillbirths 

72 

41 

31 

Deaths 

1238 

664 

574 

Birth  rate  per  1000  of  the  estimated 
resident  population  ...  15.46 

Rate  per  1000  total  (live  and  still) 
births  •••  •••  46.3 

Death  rate  per  1000  of  the  esti- 
mated resident  population  12.87 
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Deaths  from  Puerperal  Causes — 
Puerperal  Sepsis 
Other  Puerperal  Causes 


Eate  per  1,000  total 
(live  and  still)  Births 
2 1.34 

8 5.36 


Death  rate  of  infants  under  one  year  of  age : — 

All  infants  per  1000  live  births  ...  ...  ...  53.6 

Legitimate  infants  per  1000  legitimate  live  births  ...  54.1 

Illegitimiate  infants  per  lOOU  illegitiniaitle  live  births  ...  40.0 

Deaths  from  Cancer  (all  ages)  ...  ...  ...  150 

,,  Measles  (all  ag^es)  ...  ...  ...  nil 

,,  Whooping  Cough  (all  ages)  ...  ...  5 

,,  Diarrhoea  (under  2 years  of  age)  ...  ...  3 


Notification  of  Birth  Acts,  1907  and  1915. 

The  total  number  of  live  births  that  actually  occurred  in  the 
town  during  the  calendar  year  1939  was,  1,575.  99.7  per  cent, 

of  the  births  were  notified.  This  high  percentage  has  been  main- 
tained for  years  without  a single  prosecution  for  breaches  of 
the  Act.  The  stillbirths  notified  and  registered  numbered  88;  in 
addition  there  were  36  miscarriages.  The  figures  for  the  years 
1931-1939  are  as  follows  : — 


1931 

1932 

1933 

1934 

1936 

1936 

1937 

1938 

1939 

T I'lro  (Notified  and  Registered 

• 1630 

1554 

1513 

1536 

1619 

1722 

1629 

1644 

1571 

-j  Registered  but  not  Notified  •• 

8 

3 

11 

9 

10 

3 

7 

3 

4 

® (Notified  but  not  Registered  •• 

• — 

— 

— 

1 

1 

— 

1 

— 

— 

Total  Live  Births  ■■ 

. 1638 

1557 

1524 

1545 

1630 

1725 

1637 

1647 

1575 

Still  Births  Notified  and/or  Regist’d 

76 

72 

68 

73 

77 

71 

68 

63 

88 

Miscarriages 

23 

22 

29 

24 

23 

32 

43 

46 

36 

Twin  Births  (No.  of  Children) 

52 

48 

38 

46 

37 

43 

40 

50 

40 

The  live  and  stillbirths  notified  by  midwives  numbered 
1,128;  by  doctors,  parents  and  others,  445. 


Eegistered  Live  Births. 

The  nett  number  of  live  births  registered  for  the  Borough 
during  1939,  was  1,483  (783  boys  and  700  girls),  and  the  birth  rate 
15.46  per  1000  of  the  population,  compared  with  16.39  in  1938, 
16.34  in  1937,  an  average  of  17.46  during  the  five  years  1929-33, 
and  of  16.69  during  the  quinquennial  period  1934-38.  The  birth  rate 
in  England  and  Wales  during  1939  was  15.0  and  in  the  126  County 
Boroughs  and  Great  Towns  14.8.  The  birth  rate  in  Newport  was 
the  lowest  ever  recorded,  althorigh  the  actual  nett  number  of  births 
was  less  in  the  year  1933,  when  the  figure  was  1420. 
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The  number  of  illegitimate  births  registered  was  50.  The 
proportion  of  these  births  to'  the  total  live  births  in  1939  was  3.37  per 
cent. — ^ai  higher  figure  than  the  averagei  of  3.0  for  the  five  years 
1934-38.  The  figures  for  the  previous  years  were; — 3.1  in  1926, 
2.5  in  1927,  2.8  in  1928,  3.1  in  1929,  3.7  in  1930,  3.1  in  1901,  3.2  in 
1932,  3.3  in  1933,  3.1  in  1934,  2.7  in  1935,  2.5  in  1936,  2.99  in 
1937  and  3.6  in  1938. 


Stillbirths. 

The  compulsory  registration  of  Stillbirths  came  into 
operation  on  1st  July,  1927.  The  nett  number  of  Stillbirths 
registered  in  Newport  in  1939  was  72,  with  a rate  of  .75  per  1,000 
of  the  population.  The  comparative  rate  for  England  and  Wales 
and  also  in  the  126  Great  Towns  was  .59.  Judging  from  the  result 
of  the  compulsory  registration  of  stillbirths,  the  figures  previously 
recorded  in  the  Borough  appear  to  have  been  fairly  complete.  The 
annual  average  number  for  the  past  five  years  was  65.8  stillbirths. 


During  1939  the  proportion  of  births  belonging  to  the  Still- 
born category  was  46.3  per  1000  births  (live  and  still),  a propoa-tion 
markedly  higher  than  in  recent  years.  During  1910-1914  the 
proportion  of  stillbirths  per  1000  total  births  was  46.99;  1951-1919 
it  was  40.79;  1920-1924  it  was  40.77;  1926-1930  it  was  41.11;  and 
1931-1935,  43.0.  During  the  past  three  years  there  was  a marked 
decrease,  the  proportion  being  37.8  in  1936,  37.9  in  1937,  35.6 
in  1938. 


Having  regard  to  the  fact  that  Syphilis  is  a common  cause 
of  stillbirths,  the  Anti- Venereal  Diseases  Campaign,  a part  of  which 
is  undertaken  by  the  Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  Service,  can  and 
does  result  in  many  cases  in  the  birth  of  healthy  infants  from 
syphilitic  mothers  if  they  have  had  adequate  specific ’treatment. 


Infant  Mortality. 

80  infants  died  before  reaching  12  months  of  age,  which  is 
in  the  proportion  of  53.6  per  1,000  live  births,  compared  with  61.7 
in  1938,  62.3  in  1937,  63.8  in  1936,  70.3  in  1935,  79.9  in  1934,  93.7 
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in  1933,  and  with  67.5  and  74.2  during-  the  two  previous  quinquen- 
nial periods,  1934-38  and  1929-33,  respectively.  In  England  and 
Wales  the  rate  during  1939  was  50  and  in  thei  Great  Towns  53.  The 
infant  mortality  in  Newport  in  1939  was  the  lowest  ever  recorded. 
The  improvement  is  due,  largely,  to  fewer  deaths  from  Respiratory 
Diseases,  Infectious  and  Diarrhoeal  Diseases.  Unfortfunately  the 
improvement  shown  in  1937  by  fewer  deaths  from  Wasting  Diseases 
and  Prematurity,  Cougenital  Defectsi,  Injury  at  Birth  and 
Atelectasis,  was  not  maintained  either  in  1938  or  1939.  The  chief 
causes  of  deatlli  and  their  variations  over  a period  of  years  will  be 
seen  in  the  table  below. 


Infant  Mortality.  CAUSES  OF  DEATH.  Whole  Town. 


1908- 

-1912 

1934- 

-1938 

1939 

CAUSE 

%t 

Rate 

per 

1000 

Births 

%t 

Rate 

per 

1000 

Births 

No. 

%t 

Rate 

per 

1000 

Births 

Common  Infectious  Diseases 

6 6 

7-8 

7 3 

5 0 

1 

1-2 

•7 

Diarrhoeal  Diseases 

14-5 

17-3 

7-5 

5 1 

3 

3-8 

2-0 

Wasting-  Diseases  and  Prematurity 

28-9 

34-4 

35-0 

23-6 

35 

43-7 

23-4 

Congenital  Defects,  Injury  at  Birth  ajnd 
Atelectasis 

7-3 

8 7 

18  5 

12-5 

22 

27-5 

14-7 

Tuberculous  Diseases 

2-5 

2-9 

■8 

■5 

— 

— 

— 

Convulsions 

13-6 

16-2 

‘9 

‘6 

— 

— 

— 

Bronchitis  and  Pneumonia 

15-4 

18  3 

20-5 

13-9 

15 

18-8 

10-0 

Venereal  Diseases 

1-2 

1-.5 

•2 

•1 

— 

. 

— 

All  Other  Causes 

9 8 

11  7 

9-2 

6-2 

4 

5-0 

2-7 

TOTAL 

100 

118  9 

100 

67-5 

80 

100 

53-6 

Inquests 

7-1 

8-5 

1-3 

•9 

2 

2-5 

1-3 

Uncertified  Deaths 

•9 

1-1 

•6 

•4 

— 

— 

— 

Certified  by  Coroner  after  Post  Mortem 

— 

— 

3‘4 

2-3 

4 

5-0 

2-7 

tMeans  percentagre  of  total  Infant  deaths. 


Compared  with  the  previous  5 yearly  period  eight  of  the 
groups  show  a decreased  rate  and  one  of  the  groups.  Congenital 
Defects,  etc.,  an  increased  rate. 
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Age  at  Death. 

For  tlie  purpose  of  further  analysis  the  deaths  of  Infants  are 
classified  in  age  groups  and  the  following  figures  are  given  for 
comparison.  (Rates  per  1,000  live  births)  : — 


Newport 

Eng-land 

Agre  Group. 

Previous 

and  Wales, 

1939 

5 yearly 
averag-e 

1938 

Under  i month 

;i3'5 

33'5 

28-3 

I to  3 months 

100 

11.1 

81 

3 to  6 months 

7‘4 

9-7 

7-2 

6 to  12  months 

2-7 

134 

90 

A progressive  policy  in  Ante-Natal  work  combined  with  an 
improved  obstetrical  service  are  the  most  promising  service  methods 
of  preventing  loss  of  life  and  physical  disabilities  during  the  first 
months  of  life. 

This  can  only  be  achieved  by  the'  systematic  and  intelligent 
supervision  of  expectant  mothers  by  midwives  from  early  pregnancy 
and  the  general  adoption  of  a careful  medical  supervision  of 
expectant  mothers  in  the  same  way. 

The  present  system  of  providing  medical  help  when 
emergencies  arise  undoubtedly  has  had  the  effect  of  discouraging 
the  practice  on  the  part  of  the  patient  of  engaging  a medical 
attendant  during  pregnancy.  On  the  other  hand  it  has  ensured 
that  mothers  who  could  not  provide  medical  help  for  themselves 
could  obtain  it  when  the  necessity  arose. 

Mortality  among  Illegitimate  Children. — Of  50  infants  born 
out  of  wedlock,  two  died.  The  death  rate  was  40.0  per  1,000  of  such 
lu'rths  (actually  lees  than  the  mortality  rate  among  the  legitimate 
children)  compared  with  an  average  of  110.2  per  1,000  during  the 
previous  5 years.  In  1938  it  was  122.8;  in  1937,  63.8;  in  1936, 
73.2;  in  1935,  136.4;  1934,  81.4;  1933,  127.6;  and  in  1932,  83.2. 

MATERNAL  WELFARE. 

Diseases  and  Accidents  of  Pregnancy  and  Parturition. 

N otifi cation.- — Since  October  1st,  1937,  all  cases  of  Puerperal 
Fever  havei  been  included  in  the  term  Puerperal  Pyrexia.  26  cases, 
all  residents  of  the  Borough,  were  notified.  13  of  these  were  treated 
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in  Hospital,  6 at  Wooloston  House  and  7 at  Allt-yr-yn  Hospital. 
All  th.e  remaining  cases  were  nursed  in  their  own  homes,  the  services 
of  Queen’s  Nurses  being  provided  for  11  of  them.  The  number  of 
cases  per  1,0U0  live  births  was  17.41  conipared  with  7.9  during  the 
previous  five  years  and  with  10.8  last  year.  Thus  it  will  be  noted 
that  the  number  of  notifications  has  shown  a very  definite  increase 
since  the  condition  known  as  “Puerperal  Pyrexia”  (as  distinct  from 
the  term  “Pue'rperal  Fever”)  became  noitifiable  in  October,  1937. 
This  increase  is  not  considered  of  serious  importance  so  long  as  the 
fatality  rate  does  not  also  increase ; indeed  it  may  be  regarded  as  a 
favourable  sign  inasmuch  as  it  indicates  that  both  doctors  and  mid- 
wives are  exercising  greater  care,  and  the  fact  that  even  very  mild 
cases  are  brought  to  the  notice  of  the  Medical  Ofl&cer  of  Health 
enables  all  necessary  and  suitable  action  to  be  taken  to  prevent  as 
far  as  possible  the  development  of  serious  sepsis. 

Deaths. — 10  mothers  died  from  diseases  and  accidents  of 
Pregnancy  and  Parturition,  or  6.70  per  1,000  live  births.  6 of 
these  occurred  in  Hospitals — 5 in  Wooloston  House  and  1 in  Allt- 
yr-yn  Hospital;  2 of  the  ten  deaths  were  from  Puerperal  Sepsis — 
giving  a mortality  of  1.34  per  1,000  live  births;  both  of  these  deaths 
followed  miscarriage.  One  died  in  Wooloston  House  and  the  other 
in  Allt-yr-yn  Hospital.  For  England  and  Wales  the  mortality 
from  Puerperal  Sepsis  was  0.77  per  1,000  live  births  and  the  total 
Maternal  Mortality  2.93. 

The  number  of  Maternal  deaths  other  than  from  Sepsis  in 
Newport  during  the  year  also  exceeded  the  average.  In  5 of  the 
cases  tlie  causes  of  death  were  either  Eclampsia  or  Embolism.  The 
cause  of  this  increase  is  difficult  to  explain.  Every  case  and  every 
death  was  enquired  into.  Of  the  fatal  cases  only  two  were  in  poor 
circumstances.  The  enquiries  also  showed  that  3 of  them  were 
first  confinements.  5 were  full  term  pregnancies,  3 premature 
confinements  and  2 miscarriages.  The  ante-natal  care  may  be 
described  as  good  in  6 cases,  fair  in  2 and  abseqti  in  2 (both 
miscarriages).  5 of  the  cases  had  attended  the  ante-natal  clinic. 
The  health  of  the  the  patients  during  pregnancy  was  found  to  have 
been  satisfactory  in  2 cases,  unsatisfactory  in  4 cases,  some  ill  health 
in  2 cases;  the  remaining  2 were  miscarriages.  In  a general  survey 
of  all  the  circumstances  and  factors  the  necessity  for  earlier  hospital 
treatment  seems  to  be  the  one  thing  most  indicated. 
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The  figures  given  below  show  the  rates  for  Newport  and 
England  and  Wales  over  a series  of  years.  From  them  it  will  be 
seen  that  there  has  been  a gradual  reduction  in  the  rates  in  quin- 
quennial periods  since  1896,  in  Newport’s  maternal  death  rates;,  and 
the  annual  figures,  until  1939,  compare  well  with  those  for  England 
and  Wales. 


Peiiod. 

Deaths  per  i,ooo  Live 

Births 

Sepsis 

Other  1 

Puerperal 
Causes 

Total 

Newport 

England 

& Wales 

Yearly 

Av. 

No. 

Rate 

Yearly 

Av. 

No. 

Rate 

Yearly 

Av. 

No. 

Rate 

Rate 

1896—1900  ... 

3.0 

1-41 

6-8 

3T9 

9-8 

4-60 

1910—1914  ... 

3 2 

1-36 

8-4 

3-58 

11-6 

4-95 

1922—1926  ... 

4-4 

2T5 

4-4 

2T6 

8-8 

4-31 

1927—1931  ... 

2-2 

1-31 

5-4 

3-21 

7 6 

4-52 

1932—1936  ... 

1-8 

1T7 

2-8 

1-83 

4-6 

3-0 

Year  1937 

2 

1-27 

2 

1-27 

3-26 

„ 1938 

2 

1-27 

o 

0 

1-91 

5 

3.18 

3-08 

„ 1939 

2 

1-34 

8 

5-36 

10 

6-70 

2-93 

Ante-Natal  Hygiene. 

It  is  satisfactory  Ito  report  that  this  subject  is  receiving  greater 
attention  by  expectant  mothers  and  midwives.  1031  expectant 
mothers  (or  60.0  per  cent,  of  notified  live  and  still  births)  were  under 
thei  observation  of  the  staff,  compared  with  993  in  1938,  829  in  1937, 
768  in  1936,  1,016  in  1935,  and  with  746  during  1934. 

228  new  Expectant  Mothers  became  members  of  the  Centres 
in  addiltion  to  57  counted  last  year;  those  requiring  medical  advice' 
were  referred  to  their  own  doctors,  or  they  attended  at  the  Clinic. 
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Tlie  attendances  of  these  mothers  were; — ^at  the  Clinic,  4,364,  at 
Centres  628,  Total  4,992.  982  visits  by  Health  Visitors  were  paid 

to  Expectant  Mothers  at  their  homes.  The  work  at  the  Centres 
consists  of  medical  advice  and  instmotion  in  infant  hygiene 
generally.  It  is  to  be  deplored  that  time  cannot  be  found  for 
systematic  lectures,  only  personal  talks  being  possible  at  odd  times. 

Ante-natal  work  continues  to  increase  and  the  pressure  on  the 
staff  is  heavy.  Nevertheless  the  attendance  of  these  mothers  at  the 
Clinics  must  be  persistently  encouraged  by  all  available  means. 

306  necessitous  cases  among  Expectant  Mothers  were 
provided  with  fresh  milk  for  varying  periods  according  to  their 
circumstances — in  addition  many  other  necessitous  Expectants 
were  supplied  with  groats  and  medicated  foods  at  the  Centres  and 
Clinic  from  voluntary  as  well  as  Corporation  funds. 

Registered  Births  in  Institutions. 

Several  complicated  labour  cases  were  admitted  into  the 
Royal  Gwent  Hospital  for  special  treatment.  18  births  (13  non- 
residents) occurred  there,  of  which  9 were  stillbirths.  At  131  Stow 
Hill  260  births  took  place,  of  which  24  were  stillbirths;  all  except 
five  werei  residents  of  the  Borough.  This  makes  a total  of  278 
registered  births  at  Public  Institutions. 

There  were  5 Registered  Nursing  and  Maternity  Homes  in 
the  town,  at  which  confinements  took  place  during  the  year.  204 
births  occurred  in  them;  11  were  stillbirths;  81  were  non-residents. 

In  all  482  births  at  Institutions  were  registered. 

194  Maternity  cases  (in  addition  to  18  cases  for  Ante-natal 
treatment)  were  admitted  during  the  year,  on  the  recommendation  of 
your  Officers,  tO'  the  Maternity  beds  reserved  at  the  Public  Assist- 
ance Hospital  at  131  Stow  Hill — compared  with  183  in  1938,  142  in 
1937,  and  96  in  1936.  The  cost  of  nursing  and  maintenance 
amounted  to  <£1,724  8s.  lOd. ; in  addition  the  sum  of  £423  7s.  6d. 
was  paid  for  operations  and  medical  attention.  The  patients  are 
assessed  for  repayment  according  to  their  financial  circumstances 
and  the  sum  of  £587  9s.  8d.  has  been  claimed  in  this  respect. 
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Fees  paid  by  L.A.  to  Doctors  “called  in"  hy  Midwives. 

The  fees  paid  to  Doctors  called  in  by  Midwives  in  cases  of 
emergency  amounted  (in  1939)  to-  £984  14s.  6d.  for  584  patients,  a 
sum  which  is  larger  than  that  paid  in  1938.  The  amount  claimed 
from  patients  amounted  to  £244  19s.  lOd. 

Of  the  584  cases,  97  were  required  to  repay  the  whole  of  the 
Doctor’s  fee,  194  were  required  to  repay  part,  and  293  were  so- 
necessitous  that  no  demand  was  made  for  any  repayment. 

£78  14s.  6d.  was  paid  to  Dentists  for  conservative  dental 
work  for  expectant  and  nursing  mothers  and  children  under  5 years. 
Repayments  made  by  patients  amounted  to  £2  18s.  2d. 


Work  op  the  Hralth  Visitors. 

The  following  is  a summary  of  the  visits  to  homes  paid  by 
the  Health  Visitors  during  the  year:  — 


Mothers. 

Children. 

Visits  and 

Re-visits 

Visits  and 
Re-visits 

1939 

1938 

1939  1 

1938 

To— 

To— 

Expectant  Mothers 

982 

1130 

Infants  ... 

5607 

5781 

Other  Motheis 

295 

413 

Children  1-5  years 

8143 

9572 

Infectious  Diseases 

32 

36 

Infectious  Diseases 

866 

2427 

Total 

1309 

1579 

T otal 

14,616 

17,780 

1939.  1938. 


Attempted  Visits  (Mothers  out)  ...  ...  3,971  3,918 

Total  Visits,  including  Re-visits  and  Attempted 
Visits  ...  ...  ...  19,896  23,277 

The  number  of  visits  to  homes  was  somewhat  less  than  that 
for  the  previous  year,  due  to  illness  among  the  Health  Visiting  Staff. 
The  primary  and  most  effective  part  of  the  work  of  Health  Visitors 
is  undoubtedly  Home  Visiting.  It  is  fundamental  to  the  Maternity 
and  Child  Welfare  scheme,  the  basis  of  which  is  mainly  the  Notifi- 
cation of  Births  Act,  1907.  Apart  from  the  good  which  is  done  by 
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means  of  personal  advice  and  lielp  “in  situ,”  Home  Yidtina  serves 
a valuable  purpose  in  checking  the  work  of  midwives,  in  obtaining 
knowledge  of  a large  number  of  cases  of  pregnancy  that  would  not 
otherwise  come  to  the  knowledge  of  the  Department  until  too  late 
■to  be  helped,  and  in  providing  the  cases  for  clinic  and  centres. 
Both  the  latter  depend  mainly  on  the  work  of  the  Health  Visitor  in 
the  homesi  for  “their  material.” 

Children  1 to  5 Tears  of  Age. 

6,713  of  such  children,  received  attention  at  the  clinic  and 
centres.  The  total  attendainces  recorded  were  18,674.  8,143  Home 

Visits  were  also  paid  tO'  them. 

The  total  medical  attendances  of  mothers  and  children  under 
5 years  at  the  clinic  and  centres,  including  orthopaedic  and 
auxiliary  clinics,  were  31,318,  compared  with  37,151  during  1938, 
13,994  in  1937,  34,233  in  1936,  33,432  in  1935,  26,448  in  1934, 
20,113  in  1933,  17,860  in  1932,  and  15,282  in  1931. 

Infant  Feeding. 

1,329  newly  born  infants  were  visited  during  1939. 

The  results  of  the  usual  enquiries  in  respect  of  methods  of 
feeding  during  the  first  weeks  of  life  were  as  follows : — 


Average 

1939 

previous 

5 years 

Breast  Milk  only 

86.5 

87.5 

Breast  Milk  plus  Artificial  Food  or  Cow’s  Milk 

2.3 

2.4 

Total  wholly  or  partly  Breast  Fed 

88.8 

89.9 

Artificial  Food  only 

10.5 

8.7 

Too  weak  to  take  nourishment 

.83 

1.4 

Enquiries  were  made  in  reference  to  76  deaths  under  6 
months  of  ag'e. 
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In  3 of  the  deaths  the  mode  of  feeding  could  not  be  ascer- 
tained and  in  no  fewer  than  33  othersi,  or  43.4  per  cent,  of  the 
deaths  under  6 months  of  age,  the  infants  were  too  feeble  to  take 
proper  nourishment. 


21  of  the  76  infants  were  stated  to  have  been  wholly  breast- 
fed, and  18  wholly  fed  on  foods  other  than  mother’s  milk. 


The  analysis  of  enquiries  at  the  end  of  6 months  in  reference 
to  1,202  infants  showed  that  31.2  per  cent,  of  them  were  still  entirely 
breast-fed,  compared  with  an  average  of  46.2  during  the  previous 
5 years,  and  with  45.0  last  year,  a very  pronounced  decline.  The 
proportion  of  children  who  are  breast-fed  at  6 months  of  age  is  now 
much  lower  than  it  used  to  be.  In  1914  it  was  73.7  per  cent.,  in 
1924,  61.4  per  cent.,  and  in  1934,  54.4  per  cent. 


Inflamed  Eyes  op  New-Born. 

9 cases  were  notified,  compared  with  10  last  year.  31  other 
cases  of  inflamed  eyes,  of  which  30  were  of  a mild  form,  were 
discovered  or  reported  and  enquired  into.  All  the  cases  were 
followed  up  until  the  termination  of  the  condition.  The  9 notified 
cases  were  treated  in  their  own  home®  by  their  own  medical 
attendants,  nursing  attention  being  provided  for  3 of  them.  16  of 
the  31  unnotified  cases  werei  treated  by  their  own  doctors,  1 being 
admitted  to  Hospital  and  15  very  slight  cases  got  well  without 
medical  treatmeiift.. 


The  number  of  cases  of  Ophthalmia  Neonatorum  notified  in 
1939  (9)  gives  a case  rate  pei*  1,000  births  of  6.07,  compared  with 
the  average  for  the  previous  5 years  of  6.73.  The  disease  has 
markedly  declined  since  it  was  first  made  notifiable  in  1914,  due 
largely  no  doubt  to  improved  instruction  of  midwives  and  their 
consequent  better  care  of  the  baby’s  eyes  at  birth. 


The  enquiries  made  later  for  evidence  of  permanent  injuries 
to  the  eyes  showed; — Vision  unimpaired,  7;  Vision  impaired.  Nil; 
Two  of  the  patients  died  from  causes  other  than  Ophthalmia 
Neonatorum. 
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MIDWIVES  ACT,  1936. 

During  the  year  3 midwives  in  private  practice  voluntarily 
surrendered  their  certificates,  bringing  the  total  number  of  certifi- 
cates voluntarily  surrendered  up  to  22.  The  total  amount  of 
compensation  paid  to  these  midwives  was  £6,022  Is.  lOd. 

Up  to  Sepitember,  1939,  it  had  not  been  found  practicable 
to  arrange  Post  Certificate  Courses  for  any  of  the  Midwives  (private 
or  municipal)  practising  in  Newport.  The  outbreak  of  war  and  the 
suspension  on  that  account  by  the  Central  Midwives  Board  of  Part 
I.  Section  G.  of  their  Rules  have  further  deferred  the  making  of  a 
scheme  for  such  training. 

On  September  7th,  1939,  the  Council,  under  Section  6 (2)  of 
the  Act,  applied  to  the  Minister  of  Health  for  an  Order  prohibiting 
unqualified  women  acting  as  Maternity  Nurses  in  the  Borough. 

The  Municipal  Midwifery  Service.  At  the  beginning  of 
the  year  5 Municipal  Midwives  (including  the  Superintendent 
Midwife)  had  been  appointed.  By  the  end  of  the  year  the  number  had 
been  increased  to  11  for  domiciliary  service.  During  the  year  they 
attended  572  births  (including  25  miscarriages)  of  which  17  were 
maternity  cases  and  555  were  midwifery  cases.  The  average  number 
of  casesi  attended  by  each  midwife  M’orks  out  at  63  per  annum.  A 
further  extension  of  this  service  has  taken  place  since  the  end  of  the 
year. 

SUPERVISION  OF  MID  WIVES. 

At  the  beginning  of  1939  there  were  32  midwives  on  the 
Register.  During  the  year  25  names  were  added  to  the  Register, 
14  midwives  left  the  town  and  3 surrendered  their  certificates  under 
the  New  Midwivesi  Act.  At  the  end  of  the  year  there  were  40 
midwives  on  the  Register. 

The  number  of  births,  including  abortions  attended  by  the 
midwives  was  1,379,  but  in  321  of  these  cases  medical  practitioners 
were  also  engaged  and  for  626  mothers  medical  aid  was  also  obtained. 
(These  figures  do  not  include  the  births  which  took  place  in 
Wooloston  House  and  the  Royal  Gwent  Hospital). 

Herbert  Street  Nursing  Home  Midwives  were  responsible 
for  389  cases.  Of  the  other  midwives  in  private  practice,  3 did 
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over  50  case's,  3 had  only  1 case  each,  and  1 had  no  cases  at  all. 
The  remainder  did  under  50  cases. 

The  Municipal  Mid  wives. 

At  the  beginning  of  the  year  there  were  5 municipal  mid- 
wives including  the  senior  midwife.  During  the  year  9 midwives 
were  appointed  and  the  senior  midwife  and  2 midwives  resigned. 
Mrs.  Burro  ugh  was  appointed  to  replace  Miss  Nolan  who  had 
resigned  her  appointment  as  senior  midwife. 

In  1939  the  municipal  midwives  attended  572  cases  and  also 
did  some  nursing  cases  for  the  private  midwives. 

Of  the  40  midwives  in  practice  during  the  year,  29  were 
totally  dependent  on  their  practice  for  a living,  9 partially  so’  and 
2 not  at  all. 

Of  the  midwives  40  had  the  Central  Midwives  Board  Certifi- 
cate by  examination  and  29  also  had  the  General  Nursing  Certificate. 

The  records  of  having  sent  for  medical  aid  received  from 
midwives  (excluding  those  in  Public  Institutions)  were  as  follows : — 


For  the  mother 

776  (Individuals 

626) 

During  Pregnancy 

272 

During  Labour 

444 

During  Puerperium 

60 

For  the  Child 

176  (Individuals 

171) 

The  Inspector  of  Midwives  made  289  visits  to  midwives. 


There  were  also  64  interviews  at  the  Health  Department. 

Breaches  of  the  C.M.B.Eules  and  Eegulations. 

Delay  in  notifying  substitution  of  artificial  feeding  ...  1 

Failure  to  notify  stillbirth  ...  ...  1 

Failure  to  notify  death  ...  ...  ...  1 

Failure  to  notify  sending  for  medical  aid  ...  9 

Continuing  to  practise  while  being  source  of  infection  1 


1 Midwife  was  cautioned  by  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health 
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Notification  of  Stillbirths. 

52  Stillbirtlis  occurred  in  the  Midwives’  Practice. 

Pre-maturity  and  Twins  ...  ...  11 

Maceration  and  Strangulation  * ...  21 

Placenta  Praevia,  Ante-Partum  Haemorrhage  ...  2 

Contracted  Pelvis,  Long  Labour,  Abnormal 

Presentations  ...  ...11 

Full  time — reason  unknown  ...  ...  7 


Abortions  and  Miscarriages., 

34  of  these  occurred  in  the  Midwives’  Practice. 

Infectious  diseases  in  Midwives’  Practice. 


Puerperal  Pyrexia 
Ophthalmia  Neonatorum 

Pemphigus 
Scarlet  Fever 
Measles 

Chicken  Pox 


...  22 

...  9 

(3  occurred  after  14th  day). 

...  1 
...  1 
...  1 

and  1 in  Home 
1 in  Home 


In  all  these,  precautions  were  successfully  taken  to  prevent, 
the  spread  of  infection. 

The  majority  of  patients  are  beginning  to-  book  their  mid- 
wives earlier  in  pregnancy,  but  some  still  delay  doing  so  until  later 
in  pregnancy.  In  a few  cases  no  attempt  has  been  made  to 
engage  a midwife— -the  midwife  being  summoned  when  labour  has 
commenced.  Ante-natal  Supervision  ,is  of  great  value  to  the 
mother  and  is  carried  out  with  care  by  the  midwives  who  do  not 
always  receive  co-operation  from  their  patients^ — some  of  whom  still 
fail  to  appreciate  the  advantage  of  this  extra  care. 


ANNUAL  EEPOET  OF  BE.  ANBEEWINA  LAIEB. 

Medical  Officer,  Maternity  & Child  Welfare. 

C 

I beg  to  submit  my  Annual  Eeport  for  tbe  year  ended 
31st  Becember,  1939.  ' ... 

Buring  tbe  past  year  at  most  of  tbe  Clinics  and  Centres  tbe 
attendances  were  not  quite  as  bigb  as  in  tbe  previous  year.  In  tbe 
latter  part  of  tbe  year  dbe  times  of  tbe  sessions  bad  to  be  altered  on 
account  of  tbe  black-out,  and  these  hours  may  not  have  been  quite' 
as  convenient  to  tbe  mothers  as  tbe  usual  Centre  and  Clinic  hours. 

The  borne  conditions  of  many  of  the  mothers  have  altered. 
Tbe  financial  condition  of  some  families  has  improved  owing  to  the 
reduction  in  unemployment;  in  other  cases!  owing  to  tbe  husbands 
being  away  on  active  service  there  has  been  a reduction  of  tbe 
income  for  tbe  mother  and  children. 

In  tbe  early  months  of  tbe  War  many  mothers  voluntarily 
evacuated  themselves  and  their  children  from  other  parts  to 
Newport.  Some  of  these  later  returned  to  their  own  homes,  but 
amongst  the  remainder  many  entered  houses  where  accommodation 
was  already  strained.  This  and  the  fact  that  home  help  has  been 
increasingly  diflB.cult  to  obtain,  have  led  to  increased  demands  for 
accommodation  at  the  Maternity  Ward  at  131,  Stow  Hill.  The 
attendances  at  the  Ante-Natal  Clinic  have  increased. 

A large  number  of  mothers  were  sent  into  131,  Stow  Hill 
for  their  confinements: — this  is  partly  due  to  the  fact  that  the 
majority  of  maternity  cases  were  dealt  with  under  the  Maternity 
and  Child  Welfare  Scheme,  and  only  a few  by  the  Public  Assistance 
Authorities. 

The  nutrition  of  a certain  number  of  the  mothers  attending 
the  Ante-Natal  Clinic  is  not  satisfactory.  Advice  on  diet  is  given 
and  where  nutritional  anaemia  is  present  iron  preparations  are 
prescribed.  Where  poverty  is  the  cause  of  the  defective  nutrition, 
free  milk  and  medical  foods  are  given.  Those  cases  which  came 
under  the  auspices  of  the  Unemployment  Assistance  Board  were 
granted  extra  benefit  by  that  Authority  when  a medical  certificate 
was  given  urging  the  necessity  for  extra  nourishment. 
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The  most  important  part  of  a Health  Visitor’s  duities  is 
visiting  in  the  homes.  In  the  more  intimate  contact  which  she  has 
with  the  mother  in  the  home  she  can  be  of  great  help  in  advising 
in  respect  of  the  infant  and  toddler,  and  she  can  more  easily  gauge 
a mother’s  difficulties  in  the  privacy  of  the  home  than  in  the 
publicity  of  a centre  where  the  time  she  has  to  talk  with  her  is 
necessarily  restricted. 

Lectures  in  mothercraft  are  given  to  the  senior  girls  in  four 
of  the  elementary  Schools.  This  is  very  useful  work  and  an  exten- 
sion of  it  would  be  of  great  advantage. 

It  is  a matter  for  regret  that  it  is  impossible  to  give 
systematic  talks  to  the  mothers  at  the  Centres  where  conditions  are 
not  suitable  for  lecturing. 

It  is  very  disappointing  that  some  mothers  will  not  persevere' 
with  the  breast  feeding  of  their  infants.  A little  encouragement 
and  perseverance  would  secure  breast  feeding  in  many  cases,  which 
statistics  show  to  be  of  immense  value. 


Nursing  Homes.  (Sections  187-195,  Public  Health  Act,  1936). 

There  were  four  Maternity  Homes  and  one  Nursing  Home  at 
the  beginning  of  the  year.  Two  Homes — 1 Maternity  and  1 
Nursing  were  given  up  during  the  year. 

One  New  Nursing  Home  was  registered  in  1939. 

These  Homes  are  inspected  regularly.  Any  lapse  of 
administration  of  the  Homes  is  immediately  dealt  with  by  the 
Medical  Officer  of  Health  and  the  appropriate  remedy  insisted  on. 


Child  Life  Protection.  (Sec.  206-220,  Public  Health  Act,  1936). 

At  the  end  of  1939  there  were  10  foster  parents  and  10  foster 
children  on  the  register,  an  increase  of  3 parents  and  3 children 
during  the  12  months.  No  foster  parent  now  has  more  than  1 foster 
child.  None  of  the  registered  foster  parents  is  entirely  dependent 
upon  the  keeping  of  foster  children  for  a living.  Without  exception 
these  children  are  living  under  satisfactory  conditions  and  are  well 
cared  for. 
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1.  Notification  and  Registration. 

Foster  Foster 

Parent  CFildrein 

Number  on  Register,  January  1st  7 7 

Number  added  during  tbe  year  5 5 

Number  taken  off  Register  2 2 

Number  on  Register,  Dec.  31st,  10  10 

1939 


2.  Visitors.  Under  Section  209  (2)  of  tbe  Act,  8 of  tbe 

Department’s  Healtb  Visitors  act  as  Infantile  Life  Protection 
Visitors,  having  been  specially  appointed  by  tbe  Council  for  tbis 
purpose.  " ; 

3.  No  cases  vrere  proceeded  against  during  tbe  year. 

t 

4.  Section  210.  There  has  been  no  case  where  it  was  found 
necessary  to  prohibit  any  person  receiving  children  for  reward. 

5.  Section  212.  Noi  orders  have  been  made  by,  or  sought 
from,  a Justice  of  the  Peace  or  the  Local  Authority  for  the  removal 
of  any  infant  because  it  was  not  properly  looked  after. 

In  addition  to  the  above,  several  foster  children  who  were 
being  cared  for  without  reward,  were  unofficially  registered  and 
supervised.  At  the  beginning  of  the  year  there  were  3 such  cases. 
This  number  had  increased  to  6 by  the  end  of  the  year. 


THE  CLINIC. 

Ante-Natal  Clinic. 

New  Patients  during  1939. 

Affections. 

Mothers 

General  Advice — No  apparent  disease 

...  290 

Defective  Teeth 

...  76 

Debility 

...  44 

Respiratory  Affections 

...  20 

Albuminuria  Toxaemia  and  High  B.P.  ... 

...  35 

Heart  conditions  and  Anaemia 

...  50 

Alimentary  Conditions  .... 

. . . 78 

Gynaecological  Conditions 

...  27 

24 


Deformity  of  Pelvis — History  of  previous 
difficult  oonfineme-nts 
Varicose  Veins 
Phthisis 

Nervous  affections 
Other  conditions 


105 

50 

5 

8 

24 


812 


In  addition  147  old  patients  attended  during  the  year  making 
a total  of  959  individuals — 32  patients  from  the  Ante-Natal  Olinic 
were  referred  for  examination  by  Dr.  Glyn  Morgan,  the  obstetric 
consultant  to  the  Clinic. 

Two  patients  were  X-rayed  by  Dr.  Hastings. 

At  131,  Stow  Hill,  beds  are  provided  in  a ward  allocated  to 
the  Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  Commitltee  (now  a Sub- 
Committee  of  the  Health  Committeei)  for  the  treatment  of  compli- 
cated cases  of  Pregnancy  or  labour  or  where  there  is  overcrowding 
in  the  Home,  or  the  home  conditions  are  generally  unsatisfactory. 

212  cases  were  admitted  to  131,  Stow  Hill.  Of  this  number 
22  were  sent  in  because  of  unsuitable  home  conditions;  the  majority 
of  the  remainder  were  admitted  for  complications  of  labour.  Last 
year  199  cases  were  sent*  into  131,  Stow  Hill  and  two  cases  into 
Herbert  Street  Nursing  Home.  32  of  these  were  admitted  because 
of  unsuitable  Home  conditions. 

Thirty-eight  cases  were  admitted  for  treatment  during 
pregnancy. 

Twenty-five  of  these  were  confined  while  in  hospital  and  10 
were  re-admitted  later  for  their  confinement.  Three  cases  who  had 
been  treated  in  hospital  for  complications  of  pregnancy  were  later 
confined  in  their  own  homes.  Five  cases  of  Puerperal  Pyrexia 
were  admitted  to  Allt-yr-yn  Hospital. 

Facilities  for  immunisation  against  Diphtheria  have  been 
provided  at  the  Clinic.  193  cases  (188  children  under  five  years 
of  age  and  5 patients  of  school  age)  were  immunised  in  1939 — ■ 
an  increase  on  the  number  immunised  in  1938,  but  it  is  still  far 
from  satisfactory.  It  is  very  disappointing  that  so  few  parents 
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take  advantage  of  this  very  importanit  part  of  the  Health  Services, 
although  this  can  be  partly  accounted  for  by  the  fact  that  there  has 
not  been  any  serious  epidemic  of  Diphtheria  during  the  last  few 
years. 

Alum  Precipitated  Toxoid  is  the  prophylactic  used  for 
children  under  five  years  of  age. 

The  attendances  at  the  various  Clinics  are  set  out  below : — 

The  Ante-Natal  Clinic,  3,732  attendances  in  1939,  as  compared  with 
3,444  in  1938  and  3,065  in  1937.  In  addition  there  were  66  non- 
expectant mothers  attending  that  Clinic. 

With  regard  to  the  other  Clinics  the  figures  are  as  follows : 


Children  (Immunisation) 

...  280 

Sunlight  Clinic 

...  3912 

Orthopaedic  Clinic 

...  2398 

Massage  Clinic 

...  2523 

Auxiliary  Clinic 

...  1199 

Other  attendances  at  the  Clinic 

...  2088 

OETHOPAEDIC  CLINIC. 

The  Scheme  for  the  treatment  of  crippled  child:rien  is  a joint 
one  between  the  Education  Authority  and  the  Health  (Maternity 
and  Child  Welfare)  Sub-Committee,  and  provides  for  all  school 
children  as  well  as  children  under  5 years  of  age.  It  is 
administered  by  the  latter  Committee. 

Two  medical  sessions  are  held  weekly  at  the  Maternity  and 
Child  Welfare  Clinic.  The  Orthopaedic  Surgeon  (Mr.  Parker, 
Prince  of  Wales  Hospital,  Cardiff),  attends  periodically  at  the 
Clinic  to  see  new  cases  and  to  supervise  the  after  care  of  old  cases. 
Special  cases  are  also  seen  by  him  at  the  Prince  of  Wales  Hospital, 
Cardiff,  where  all  necessary  X-ray  examinations  are  made. 

Operative  and  conservative  treatmenit  is  carried  out  at  the 
Prince  of  Wales  Hospital,  Cardiff,  where  all  necessary  X-ray 
examinations  are  made. 

Six  sessions  weekly  are  devoted  to  the  treatment  of  patients 
by  massagei  or  remedial  exercises. 
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Classification  of  New  Cases. 


Maternity  and  Child  W 

elfare 

School  Cases. 

Cases. 

Kyphosis 

...  17 

Scoliosis 

...  8 

Rickets 

...  23 

Flat  Feet 

...  69 

Talipes 

...  13 

Genu  Valgum 

...  15 

Genu  Valgum 

...  26 

Pes  Cavus 

...  8 

Kyphosis 

...  4 

Hallux  Valgus 

...  2 

Anterior  Poliomyelitis 

...  1 

Anterior  Poliomyelitis 

1 

Torticollis 

...  15 

Spastic  Diplegia 

...  1 

Metatarsus  Varus 

...  10 

Metatarsus  Varus 

...  2 

Flat  Feet 

29 

Kohler’s  Disease 

...  1 

Hemiplegia 

...  2 

Perthe’s  Disease 

...  1 

Spina  Bifida 

...  3 

Coxa  Vara 

...  1 

Other  conditions 

...  10 

Other  conditions 

...  17 

No  disease  found  on 

No  disease  found  on 

examination 

...  6 

examination 

...  7 

142  150 


Total  Attendances. 

Including  Massage.  Massage  only. 
Infants  486  242 

Children  1116  279 

School  Children  3310  2002 


4912  2523 


Mr.  Packer  held  four  sessions  during  the  year. 

Patients  admitted  intO'  the  Prince  of  Wales  Hospital  for 
operation  and  conservative  treatment : — ^ 

Children  under  five  years  of  age  7 

School  children  16 

(plus  3 cases  admitted  in  1938) 

1.  Special  alterations  were  fitted  to'  boots  in  a large  number 
of  cases. 
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2.  Appliaaicets  were  supplied  to  21  children  under  5 years 

of  age. 

3.  Appliances  or  special  booitis  were  supplied  to  35  school 

children. 

There  was  a slight  decrease  in  the  number  of  new  cases  seen 
during  1939,  and  the  new  cases  were  of  less  severity  than  in  the 
earlier  yeans  of  the  Orthopaedic  Scheme.  Many  cases  are  now 
referred  to  the  Clinic  in  the  early  stages  of  abnormality  resulting 
in  the  length  of  treatment  required  being  shorter  and  deformities 
more  easily  corrected. 

As  in  previous  years,  in  necessitous  cases,  free  boots  are 
available  for  Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  and  School  cases,  and  this 
is  a very  great  help  to  many  of  the  patients. 

Ail  cases  of  rickets  also  received  treatment  at  the  Sunlight 

Clinic. 

Aural  and  Ophthalmic  Treatment. 

During  1939,  the  arrangement  with  the  Education  Authority 
for  the  examination  of  children  under  five  years  of  age  suffering 
from  conditions  liable  to  lead  to  deafness  and  blindness  was 
continued. 

Mr.  Sutton  was  in  charge  of  the  Aural  Clinic  and  saw  6 of  our 
cases  (12  examinations).  He  also  operated  on  33  cases  suffering 
from  enlarged  Tonsils  and  Adenoids.  This  treatment  was  carried 
out  at  the  School  Clinic  until  the  outbreak  of  war.  For  some  time 
operations  were  suspended  until  arrangements  were  made  with  the 
Public  Assistance  Committee  to  have  the  operations  performed  at 
131,  Stow  Hill. 

Mr.  Robertson,  the  Ophthalmic  Surgeon,  is  in  charge  of  the 
Eye  Clinic  at  which  he  examined  24  of  our  cases.  (33  examinations). 

For  dental  treatment  23  patients  were  referred  from  the 
Clinic  and  157  from  the  Centres  to  private  practitioners  under  the 
arrangements  provided  for  in  the  Scheme. 
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SOUTHERNDOWN  EeST  HoME. 

Eight  pataents  were  admitted  to  the  Home.  The  train  fares 
of  five  cases  were  very  kindly  paid  for  by  the  Voluntary  Committee. 

It  was  impossible  to  arrange  for  some  patients  to  go  in 
September  who  had  very  much  hoped  to  go,  but  who,  owing  to 
dislocation  caused  by  the  outbreak  of  the  war,  found  it  impossible 
to  leave  their  homes. 

• THE  CENTEES. 


New  Patients. 


* Mothers 

Infants 

Children 

Total 

Alexandra 

109 

120 

55 

284 

Central 

150 

178 

68 

396 

Crindau 

76 

98 

37 

211 

Lliswerry 

143 

169 

71 

383 

Maindee 

219 

187 

90 

496 

Beechwood 

136 

135 

72 

343 

Caerau 

94 

92 

37 

223 

Malpas 

40 

21 

13 

74 

Maesglas 

54 

68 

21 

143 

Totals 

1021 

1068 

464 

2553 

*New  Expectant 

Mothers  included  in 

the  above : 

— 

Alexandra  7,  Central 

3,  Crindau  1,  Maindee  17,  Lliswerry  9, 

Beechwood  11,  Caerau  Nil, 

Malpas  1, 

Maesglas 

8,  Total  '57. 

Number  of  patients  on  register  of  Centres  at  the  end  of  the 

Mothers  Infants  Children 

year : — 

Total 

Alexandra 

441 

176 

373 

990 

Central 

518 

152 

511 

1181 

Crindau 

462 

116 

327 

905 

Lliswerry 

642 

202 

505 

1349 

Maindee 

1210 

286 

993 

2489 

Beeehwood 

850 

156 

1725 

2731 

Caerau 

590 

77 

467 

1134 

Malpas 

225 

28 

204 

457 

Maesglas 

316 

86 

279 

681 

5254 

1279 

5384 

11917 

Medical  Examinations  at  the  Centres : 

; — 

1. 

Mothersi 

Infants 

Children 

Total 

Alexandra 

• . - 186 

1567 

1064-  ' 

2817 

Central 

465 

1595 

832  - 

• 2892 

Crindau 

183 

856 

667 

1706 

Lliswerry 

446 

1596 

984  ■ 

3026 

Maindee 

389 

1880 

1287 

3556 

Beechwood 

235 

1690 

1371 

3296 

Caerau 

142 

950 

651 

1743 

M alp  as 

79 

325 

■•445 

849 

Maesglas 

200 

804 

670 

1674 

2325 

11263 

7971 

21559 

Total  Attendances  at  the  Centres : — 

■ Mothers 

Infants 

Children 

Total 

Alexandra 

. 3058 

2137 

1573 

6768 

Central 

3273 

2501 

1356 

7130 

Crindau 

2496 

1463 

1395 

5354 

Lliswerry 

4067 

2794 

2082 

8943 

Maindee 

5160 

3292 

2210 

10662 

Beechwood 

4766 

2879 

2605 

10250 

Caerau 

1764 

1229 

772 

3765 

M alp  as 

1383 

669 

860 

2912 

Maesglas 

2418 

1577 

1509 

5504 

28385 

18541 

14362 

61288 

The  attendances  at  tlie  Centres  have  decreased  during-  1939 
as  compared  with  1938,  when  the  attendances  were  69,159.  They 
are  higher,  however,  than  in  1937. 


The  Dental,  Maternity  and  Fire  Guard  Clubs  have  been 
carried  out  at  the  Centres  under  the  auspices  of  the  Voluntary 
Committee,  by  members  of  the  Committee  who  attend  the  Centres. 

The  Voluntary  Committee  have  provided  free  boots  for  the 
Orthopaedic  and  necessitous  cases,  and  this  has  been  a very  great 
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help.  It  has  also  paid  train  fares  for  mothers  going  to  Southern- 
down  Rest  Home — wiithout  this  help  these  mothers  would  not  have 
been  able  to  go  to  the  Home  where  their  sojourn  was  of  such  benefit 
to  their  health. 

To  the  ladies  of  the  Volumtary  Committee  I extend  my 
grateful  thanks.  We  are  especially  indebted  to  them  for  their 
help  in  circumstances  which  have  been  much  more  difficult  due  to 
war  time  conditions  and  when  they  are  already  very  much  engaged 
in  other  duties. 

I wish  to  record  my  appreciation  of  the  help  given  by  the 

staff. 


I am, 

Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

Tour  obedient  Servant, 


ANDRE WINA  LAIRD. 
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Ultra  Violet  Eay  Clinic. 

The  following  is  thei  Report  of  Dr.  Gwyneth  Daniel  on  the 
work  of  this  Clinic. 

Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  Cases. 

During  the  year  105  new  cases  attended  for  ittreatment  at  the 
Clinic,  of  whom  22  were  infants  under  1 year  of  age.  Meirteury 
Vapour  Lamp  was  used  in  all  cases. 


Conditions  for  which  treated. 


NEW 


Rickets  ...  ...  54 

Underweight,  not  gaining,  etc.  12 

Debility  ...  ...  21 

Kyphosis  ...  ...  3 

Cervical  Adenitis  ...  ...  6 

Bronchial  Oatiarrh  ...  3 

Anaemia  ...  ...  3 

Other  conditions  ...  3 


105 


OLD 

36 

4 

8 

2 

0 

2 

0 

0 

52 


One  mother  was  treated  for  Alopecia  Areata  and  Debility 
following  confinement  and  responded  well  to  treatment. 

Total  Attendances — 

Infants.  Children.  Mothers.  Total. 

187  2683  10  2880 


Rickets.  90  cases. 

Twenty-two  cases  showed  marked  improvement  both  in  general 
health  and  deficiency  disease  ; 33  improved  generally  with  a 

decrease  in  bony  deformity;  28  remained  unchanged,  the  average 
attendance  of  these  cases  being  4;  7 oases  reported  for  ohservation, 
having  received  treatment  in  the  previous  year;  all  had  maintained 
improvement. 
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Underweight,  not  gaining,  etc.  16  cases. 

One  showed  marked  improvement  with  a steady  gain  in^weig-ht; 
11  improved  with  some  g’ain  in  weight  and  improvemeint  in  general 
well  being;  3 showed  no  improvement  with  an  average  attendance 
of  3.  One  case  reported  for  observation  and  had  attained  normal 
weight. 

Debility.  29  cases. 

Five  showed  marked  improvement  with  adequate  gain  in 
weight,  increased  energy  and  better  muscle  tone;  16  improved  and 
6 remained  unchanged.  One  case  reported  for  observation  and 
had  maintained  improvement. 

Kyphosis.  5 cases. 

Two  improved  very  much,  the  Kyphosis  disappeared  and  the 
children  were  able  to  walk  well;  3 improved  in  muscle  tone  with  a 
decrease  in  Kyphosis. 

Cervical  Adenitis.  6 cases.  2 Non-Tuberculous,  4 Tuberculous. 

(а)  Non-Tuberculous,  2.  Both  responded  well  to  treatment, 
the  glands  subsided  and  the  general  health  improved. 

(б)  Tuberculous,  4.  One  improved,  the  gland  became 
smaller  and  weight  was  gained  steadily;  3 remained  unchanged 
while  under  treatment;  of  these  2 were  sent  into  Gilan  Elj''  Hospital 
for  surgical  removal  of  the  glands. 

Bronchial  Catarrh.  5 cases. 

Two  improved  very  much,  the  lung  condition  cleared  up 
and  there  was  no  recurrence  during  treatment;  1 improved  with  a 
lessening  in  frequency  of  the  attacks  and  2^  remained  unchanged. 

Anaemia.  3 cases. 

One  improved,  becoming  more  energ-etic  and  having  a better 
colour;  2 showed  slight  improvement. 

Other  Conditions. 

{a)  Torticollis.  One  case  remained  unchanged,  but  only 
attended  twice. 

(6)  Rheumatism.  One  case  showed  no  response  to  treatment. 
(o)  Alopecia.  One  case  improved  with  a steady  growth  of 

hair. 
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SCHOOL  CHILDREN. 

During  thei  year  64  cases  received  treatment  and  4 reported 
for  observation,  having  received  treatment  in  the  previous  year. 

Conditions  for  which  treated. 

NEW 

Debility  ...  14 

Nervous  Debility  ...  5 

Bronchial  Catarrh  ...  6 

Bronchial  Asthma  and  0 

Bronchitis 
Cervical  Adenitis^ — 

{a)  Tuberculous  7 

{b)  Non-Tuberculous  4 

Rheumatism  ...  1 

Other  conditions  ...  4 
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Total  Attendances — ^1032. 

Debility.  19  cases. 

Four  showed  marked  improvement  with  increase  in  energy 
and  weight  ; 12  improved  while  3 showed  no’  response  to  treatment. 
Three  cases  reported  from  the  previous  year  and  all  had  maintained 
improvement. 

Nervous  Debility.  7 cases. 

Two  showed  marked  improvement,  gaining  weight:  and 
becoming  less  apprehensive;  4 improved  and  1 showed  no  change. 

Bronchial  Catarrh.  9 cases. 

One  iniproved  very  much,  the  lung  condition  cleared  up  and 
there  was  no  recurrence  while  under  treatment;  6 improved  and  2 
showed  no  change  after  3 attendances  only. 

Bronchial  Asthma  and  Bronchitis.  3 cases. 

Two  improved  with  a lessening  in  the  severity  and  frequency 
of  the  attacks  ; one  showed  no  response  to  treatment. 


OLD 

6 

2 

3 

3 


3 

3 

3 

1 


23 
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Cervical  Adenitis. 

(а)  Tuberculous.  10  cases. 

Tliree  improved  very  much,  the  gland  subsided,  weight  was 
gained  and  the  general  health  improved;  6 improved,  the  gland 
becoming  smaller  and  one  showed  no  response  to  treatment. 

(б)  Non-Tuherculous.  7 cases. 

Six  showed  marked  improvement,  with  disappearance  of 
glands  and  gain  in  weight  and  energy;  one  showed  no  improve- 
ment. One  case  reported  from  previous  year  and  was  in  good 
health. 

Rheumatism.  4 cases. 

Two  were  much  improved  by  treatment,  the  pains  disappeared 
and  did  not  recur;  2 improved  in  general  health  with  lessening  of 
discomfort. 

Other  Conditions.  5 cases. 

{a)  Tuberculous  Peritonitis.  2 cases. 

One  improved  very  mU|Ch,  the  local  condition  cleared  up 
and  there  was  considerable  gain  in  weight;  1 improved. 

{b)  Generalised  Adenitis.  1 case. 

This  case  showed  no  improvement,  but  did  not  complete  a 
full  course  of  treatment. 

(c)  Lordosis.  1 case. 

Improvement  was  shown.  This  case  received  treatment  in 
Orthopaedic  Department  in  conjunction  with  U.V.R.  treatment. 

{d)  Pharyngeal  Catarrh.  1 case. 

No  response  was  shown  to  treatment. 
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AUXILIAEY  CLINIC. 

Dr.  Grwyn&tli  Daniel  also'  reports  tliat  during  tLe  year  80  new 
cases  were'  examined  and  treated  aiti  the  Clinic.  Of  these,  60  were 
expectant  mothers ; 17  were  non-expectant  mothers  and  3 were 

children  under  5 years  O'!  age. 


C ondfitio'rvs  for  which  t/ieated.  Number  of  cases. 


Gronorrhoeal  vulvo-vaginitis  1 


Groniorrhoea  6 J 

Lencorrhoea  ...  ...  23 

Endo’cervicitis  ...  ...  11 

Cervical  Erosion  ...  ...  10 

Lacerated  Cervix  ...  5 

Wassermann  Tests  ...  10 

Vulvitis  ...  ...  4 

Pruritus  ...  . . .,  4 

Varicose  Veins  ...  2 

Other  conditions  ...  4 


80 


Total  attendances. 


1199 


Expectant  Mothers. 
632 


Others.  Children. 

458  109 


Comparison  with  5 previous  years.  (No  casesi  of  Syphilis). 


G.C. 

N.V.D. 

Attendances 

1934 

42 

83 

1774 

1935 

21 

81 

1843 

1936 

33 

73 

1559 

1937 

37 

92 

1164 

1938 

59 

103 

1726 

1939 

7 

73 

1199 
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Of  tlie  cases  treated  diiring  tlie  year  7 were  found  to  bei 
suffering  from  venereal  disease,  one  was  a child  and  six  were 
expectant  mothers.  The  child  did  not  complete  treatment  and  was 
transferred  to  another  treatment  Centre  on  removal  from  this 
district.  73  cases  were  found  to  be  non-venereal.  Most  of  the 
mothers  attended  well  up  to  the  time  of  confinement,  but  tended  to 
lapse  then  in  spite  of  frequent  visits  by  the  Health  Visitors.  Ten 
mothers  had  Wassermann  tests  taken  in  view  of  past  obstetric 
history — all  were  negative.  The  Clinic  is  held  in  conjunction  with 
the  Ante-Natal  Clinic  on  Tuesday  and  Thursday  mornings,  thus 
saving  the  patients  an  unnecessary  visit. 
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VITAL  STATISTICS. 


Deaths. 

The  total  deiaths  registered  numbered  1,252;  after  thei 
exclusion  of  non-residents  dying  in  the  district  and  the  addition  of 
residents  who  died  elsewhere,  the  number  was  reduced  to  1,238. 
This  afforded  a death  rate  of  12.87  compared  with  12.10  in  1938 
and  12.78  in  1937,  I2.II  in  1936,  12.38  in  1935,  12.12  in  1934,; 
12.62  in  1929,  11.26  in  1924,  and  12.88  in  1919.  The  average  for 
the  last  five  years  was  12.33  and  for  the  past  10  years  12.32. 

The  average  death  rate  in  the  126  County  Boroughs  of 
England  and  Wales  for  1939  was  12.0. 

514  deaths,  or  41.5  per  cent,  of  the  nett  deaths,  occurred  in 
Public  Institutions,  namely.  Public  Assistance  Institution,  131 
Stow  Hill,  334;  Royal  Grwent  Hospital,  74;  Allt-yr-yn  Hospital, 
8;  and  other  Institutions  outside  the  Borough,  98.  In  addition, 
125  deaths  of  non-residents  occurred  in  the  Borough,  namely,  at 
the  Royal  Gwent  Hoispital,  93;  Allt-yr-yn  Hospital,  3;  Public 
Works  and  Places,  8;  and  in  Private  Institutions,  etc.,  21.  An 
ever  increasing  proportion  of  deaths  take  place  in  Public  Institu- 
tions. Last  year  the  figure  was  41.3  per  cent.,  in  1925  it  was  24.3 
and  in  1915,  22.0  per  cent. 

The  deaths  under  5 years  of  age  numbered  101  or  8.2  per 
cent,  of  the  total  deaths,  whilst  635  deaths  occurred  among  the  aged 
(65  years  and  upwards)  or  51.3  per  cent,  of  all  the  deaths.  The 
proportion  of  deaths  among  the  aged  to  the  total  deaths  continues 
to  increase  and  the  proportiou  of  deaths  under, 5 years  of  age  to 
diminish,  as  the  following  figures  show;  the  change  in  the  respec- 
tive proportions  is  remarkable  and  gives  some  indication  of  thei  great 
advance  in  Public  Health : — 


Percentagei  of  Total  Deaths. 

Under  5 years 

65  years 

of  age. 

and  over. 

1900 

45.21 

15.63 

1910 

34.38 

21.62 

1920 

26.99 

23.80 

1930 

12.86 

36.89 

1938 

12.23 

47.03 

1939 

8.16 

51.29 
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Heart  Diseases,  as  usual  caused  tlie  largest  number  of 
deaths,  namely,  317 — a rate  of  3.30  per  1,000  of  the  population 
(last  year  the  rate  was  2.84).  It  is  notew'orthy  that  220  of  these 
had  attained  the  age  of  65  years  and  upwards. 

Cancer.  156  deaths  occurred,  with  ai  death  rate  of  1.622 
per  1,000,  compared  with  a rate  of  1.533  per  1,000  for  the  previous 
five  years.  The  1939  rate  was  lower  by  0.265  per  1,000  than  that 
for  1938,  but  was  .089  per  1,000  above  the  last  five  yearly  average. 
The  disease  was  more  fatal  in  females — 87  deaths;  the  deaths  of 
males  numbered  69.  The  sites  most  commonly  affected  in  females 
were  the  Grenerative  organs  (30  deaths) ; in  males,  thei  stomach  (15 
deaths).  The  steady  increase  in  the  mortality  from  this  dise^ase  in 
Newport  (in  common  with  the  rest  of  the  Country  generally)  will 
be  seen  from  the  following  figure® : — 

Average  Death  Rate  (per  1,000  living)  in  5 yearly  periods. 


1915—1919  ...  ...  .841 

1920—1924  .977 

1925—1929  1.256 

1930— 1934  1.302 

1931— 1935  ...  ...  1.314 

1932— 1936  ...  ...  1.381 

1933— 1937  1.424 

1934— 1938  1.533 


In  England  and  Wales  the  death-rate  from  Cancer  during 
1938  was  1.665  per  1,000  of  the  population — the  rate  for  1939  has 
not  been  published  at  the  time  of  going  to  print. 

Radium  and  Radium-Therapy. 

The  DirectoTB  of  the  Royal  Gwent  Hospital  decided  in  1937 
to  bring  the  Hospital  to  the  forefront  in  the  treatment  of  Cancer 
and  to  expend  a sum  of  £1,500  for  this  purpose. 

The  old  radium-therapy  equipment  has  now  been  replaced 
by  an  up-to-date  shock  proof  set.  In  addition,  85  milligrams  of 
radium  with  the  necessary  safe  and  equipment  have  been  purchased. 
This  will  enable  a,  considerable  saving  to  be  effected  in  the  hiring 
which  has  been  the  practice  heretofore. 
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Eespiratory  Diseases  caused  92  deatJis — a death-rate  of 
.936.  Of  these  50  were  due  to  Pneuruonia  (all  forms)  and  32  to 
Bronchitis,  etc.  The  death  rate  of  .936  compares  well  with  the 
average  rate  of  1.300  for  the  past  five  years : it  is  in  fact  lower  than 
in  1938  which  had  the  lowest  rate  (1.168)  from  these  diseases  of 
which  we  have  records. 

Violent  Deaths  numbered  47  or  3.40  per  cent,  of  the  total 
deaths.  2 of  the  47  were  due  to  suicide  and  1 to  infanticide. 

Inquests  were  held  in  65  instances  or  5.25  per  cent,  of  the 
total  deaths.  33  (2.67  per  cent.)  of  the  deaths  were  certified  by  the 
Coroner  after  post  mortem  examination. 

ZYMOTIC  DISEASES. 

The  total  deaths  from  diseases  of  a zymotic  nature  numbered 
116  compared  with  142  in  1938,  149  in  1937,  149  in  1936,  195  in 

1935,  147  in  1934,  227  in  1933,  159  in  1932,  218  in  1931,  152  in 

1930,  236  in  1929,  202  in  1928,  256  in  1927,  208  in  1926,  237  in 

1925,  and  192  in  1924.  The  Zymotic  death  rate  was  1.21  per  l,000i 

inhabitants  per  annum,  which  is  the  lowest  ever  recorded : the 
average  for  the  past  5 years  was  1.66.  These  diseases  accounted 
for  9.4  per  cent,  of  the  total  deaths.  The  116  deaths  were  caused 
by  the  following  diseases  : — Tuberculosis,  71  (lungs  66,  other  forms 
5);  Diphtheria,  5;  Influenza,  16;  Zymotic  Diarrhoea,  3;  Whooping- 
Cough,  5;  Erysipelas,  3;  Venereal  Diseases,  7;  Septicaemia,  1; 
Cerebro-Spinal  Fever,  1 ; Puerperal  Fever,  2 ; Encephalitis 
Lethargical,  1;  and  Hydatid  Cysts,  1.  Tuberculosis  and  Influenza 
were  responsible  for  75.0  per  cent,  of  the  total  deaths  from  Zymotic 
Diseases. 

The  Influenza  death  rate  of  0.17  in  Newport  was  slightly 
lower  than  that  for  the  Great  Towns,  which  was  0.19. 

DrARRHOEAL  DISEASES  (Death  Bate  .031). 

The  total  deaths  from  Zymotic  Diarrhoea  and  Enteritis  were 
3 — an  unusually  low  figure.  The  deaths  included  in  this  category 
are  limited  to  those  under  2 years  of  age. 
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For  compariBOU  the  death  rates  from  Diarrhoea  under  2 j'^ears 
of  age  per  1,0UU  births  have  been  calculated  for  a number  of  years. 


The  figures  for  quinquennial  periods  and  recent  single  years 
are  as  follows : — 


Period. 


Rate  per  1,000  births. 


1911—1915  ...  ...  21.81 

1916—1920  ...  ...  8.87 

1921—1925  7.52 

1926—1930  ...  ...  6.18 

1930— 1934  ...  ...  4.67 

1931— 1935  ...  ...  5.64 

1932— 1936  ...  ...  5.62 

1933— 1937  ...  ...  5.96 

1934— 1938  ...  ...  5.72 

Year  1937  ...  ...  5.09 

Year  1938  ...  ...  7.00 

Year  1939  ...  ...  2.01 


The  Diarrhoeal  death  rate  among  children  under  2 years  in 
the  126  Great  Towns  was  6.3  per  1,000  births,  and  in  England  and 
Wales  4.6  compared  with  2.01  at  Newport. 


The  prevalence  of  these  diseases  fluctuates  considerably  from 
year  to  year;  the  figure  for  the  year  under  review  shows  a marked 
decrease  compared  with  1938,  and  with  the  average  rate  for  the 
previous  five  years. 

Infectious  Diseases  and  Schools. 

On  November  8th,  1939,  the  Public  Health  (Measles  and 
Whooping  Cough)  Regulations  came  into  force  in  Newport,  making 
these  diseases  compulsorily  notifiable  by  the  Medical  Attendant. 


Table  11  shows  the  number  of  cases  of  Measles  and  Whooping 
Cough  and  certain  non-notifiable  infectious  diseases  (namely, 
Chicken  Pox,  Mumps,  and  also  Scabies,  Impetigo,  etc.)  coming  to 
the  knowledge  of  the  Department,  and  the  Schools  affected.  By 
arrangement  with  the  Education  Authority — an  arrangement  which 
has  been  in  operation  for  many  years — the  School  Attendance 
Officers  report  direct  to  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  all  such  cases 
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(joining  to  their  knowledge.  By  these  means  early  and  surprisingly 
accurate  information  is  obtained  of  the  existence  and  extent  of 
these  diseases.  Early  information  of  suspected  cases  of  Scarlet 
Fever  and  Diphtheria  is  also  obtained  and  close  co-operation  with 
the  School  Clinic  completes  the  circle  and  ensures  prompt  measures 
being  taken. 

Further  measures  are  taken  to  prevent  the  spread  of 
Infectious  Diseases  in  Schools  such  as  (1)  Routine  Swabbing  oh 
school  contacts  with  cases  notified  as  Diphtheria  and  of  the  whole 
class  when  more  than  one  case  occurs,  (2)  the  disinfection  of  school 
premises  when  necessary,  (3)  Immunisation  of  children  ag’ainst 
Diphtheria. 

Whooping  Cough  (Death  Rate  .052). 

355  cases  of  this  disease  were  discovered  or  reported  by  the 
School  Attendance  Officers,  a number  somewhat  higher  than  the 
average  for  the  past  five  years,  which  was  207.  3 of  the  cases  were 

notified  by  doctors.  327  of  the  355  cases  occurred  during  the  first 
half  of  the  year.  116  of  the  cases  were  under  School  age  and  211 
were  in  the  Infants’  departments  of  the  Schools.  5 deaths  occurred, 
1 of  which  was  less  than  12  months  old,  and  3 between  1 and  5‘  years. 
The  fifth  was  an  Inward  Transfer  death  (5-10  years).  These  give 
a fatality  rate  of  11.27  per  1,000  cases,  whereas  the  average  fatality 
rate  for  the  previous  5 years  was  31.85  per  1,000  cases.  The  death 
rate  from  this  disease  in  1939  in  England  and  Wales  was  0.03  and 
in  126  County  Boroughs  0.03  also. 

Measles  (Death  Rate,  Nil). 

453  cases  of  Measles  were  recorded,  of  which  315  were 
notified  by  doctors.  In  the  first  quarter  of  the  year  63  case® 
occurred;  not  a single  case  was  reported  during  either  the  2nd  or 
3rd  quarter,  but  in  the  fourth  quarter  the  commencement  of  an 
epidemic  was  evident  and  390  cases  were  recorded. 

There  were  no  deaths.  The  case  rate  per  1,000  of  the 
population  was  4.71  compared  with  5.51  in  1938. 

The  death  rate  from  Measles  during  1939  in  England  and 
Wales  was  0.01  and  in  the  126  Great  Towns  0.01  also. 
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The  outbreak  of  German  Measles  which  started  in  the  fourth 
quarter  of  1938  assumed  epidemic  proportions  in  1939,  when  1282 
cases  were  recorded — 644  in  the  first  quarter,  592  in  the  second  and 
46  in  the  third  quarter  when  the  epidemic  ended.  The  extents  to 
which  the  various  schools  were  affected  by  these  diseases  is  set  out 
in  Table  11. 

Chicken  Pox. 

During  the  year  588  cases  came  to  the  knowledge  of  the 
Department,  compared  with  509  in  1938.  483  of  the  cases  were 

among  school  children,  and  105  among  children  under  school  age. 
The  schools  affected  will  be  seen  in  Table  11.  The  rules  for 
exclusion  from  school  laid  down  by  the  Ministry  of  Health  and  the 
Board  of  Education  in  their  joint  memorandum  were  applied  in  all 
cases. 

Mumps. 

16  cases  were  reported  during  the  year,  compared  with  87 
in  1938. 


INFECTIOUS  DISEASES  NOTIFICATIONS. 

The  diseases  now  notifiable  are  Small  Pox,  Scarlet  Fever, 
Diphtheria  and  Membranous  Croup,  Typhus,  Typhoid  or  Enteric 
and  Para-Typhoid  Fever,  Continued  Fever,  Cholera,  Yellow  Fever, 
Eelapsing  Fever,  Plague,  Puerperal  Pyrexia,  Erysipelas,  Pneu- 
monia (Acute  Primary  and  Infiuenzal),  Cerebro-Spinal  Fever, 
Acute  Polio-Encephalitis,  Encephalitis  Lethargica,  Dysentery, 
Tuberculosis,  Ophthalmia  Neonatorum,  and  Malaria. 

In  addition  Measles  and  Whooping  Cough  are  now  compul- 
sorily notifiable  under  the  Measles  and  Whooping  Cough  Eegula- 
tions,  1939,  which  were  applied  locally  from  November  8th. 

The  number  of  notifications  received  during  1939  was  1,053, 
compared  with  1,802  in  1938,  1,024  in  1937,  and  610  in  1936. 

Visits  and  Disinfection. 

4,887  visits  and  re-visits  in  connection  with  the  supervision 
of  Infectious  Diseases  were  made  by  the  Staff.  572  houses  (2,032 
rooms)  were  disinfected,  and  4,210  articles  were  removed  for  steam 
disinfection;  126  articles  were  destroyed. 
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3,532  bottles  of  disinfeotiaiit  werei  supplied  to  bouses  where 
infectious  diseases  of  various  kinds  occurred  and  for  choked  drains; 
236  verminous  houses  (713  rooms)  were  also  fumigated  by  the 
Department. 

ScAELET  Fevee  (Death  Eate,  Nil). 

The  incidence  of  this  disease  was  much  lower  than  usual. 
The  number  of  notifications  received  during  1939  wa®  186  compared 
with  992  in  1938  and  an  annual  average  of  357.4  during  the  5 years 
1934-38.  100  cases  occurred  in  the  first  quarter,  32  in  the  second, 

35  in  the  third,  and  19  in  the  fourth  quarter. 

The  Ward  distribution  of  the  cases  will  be  seen  in  Table  9. 

The  case  rate  per  1,000  of  the  population  was  1.93  compared 
with  a yearly  average  of  3.80  during  the  previous  5 years. 

The  ward  with  the  highest  case  rate  was  Malpas,  8.11. 
Lliswerry  came  next  with  3.01  and  St.  Julians  with  2.96; 
Alexandra  with  0.34  had  the  lowest  rate. 

The  disease  was  of  a mild  type  and  no  dearths  occurred. 

In  England  and  Wales  the  death  rate  from  Scarlet  Fever 
was  0.01,  and  in  the  126  Grreat  Towns,  0.00. 

130  or  69.89  per  cent,  of  the  notified  cases  were  removed  to 
the  Infectious  Diseases  Hospital.  The  other  cases  were  home-nursed 
at  the  parents’  special  request,  in  which  cases  the  Department 
satisfied  themselves  that  the  home  circumstances  were  favourable 
for  proper  isolation  and  treatment.  The  daily  average  number  of 
cases  of  Scarlet  Fever  under  treatment  throughout  the  year  was 
11.86,  compared  with  46.2  in  1938. 


DIPHTHEEIA  AND  MEMBEANOUS  CEOHP. 

(Death  Eate  .052). 

152  cases  were  notified,  compared  with  396  in  1938,  and  with 
an  annual  average  during  the  past  five  years  of  256.8.  The  case 
rate  per  1,000  living  was  1.58.  48  cases  occurred  during  the  first 

quarter,  32  during  the  second,  20  during  the  third,  and  52  during 
the  fourth  quarter.  5 deaths  occurred,  giving  a fatality  rate  of 
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32.89  per  1,000  cases  uotifieid  as  compared  witk  a fatality  rate  of 
34.27  during  the  past  five  years.  The  death  rate  per  1,000  of  the 
population  was  9.052  compared  with  0.05  for  England  and  Wales 
and  the  126  Great  Towns.  130  or  85.53  per  cent,  of  the  notified 
cases  were  treated  in  Hospital.  In  the  search  for  sources  of  infec- 
tion and  the  swabbing-  of  contacts  9 “carrier”  cases  were  discovered. 
1 of  these  was  isolated  in  Hospital. 

During  the  year,  251  cases  w'ere  immunised — 58  at  the  School 
Clinic  and  193  at  the  Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  Clinic.  In  spite 
of  propaganda  such  as  distribution  of  leaflets  and  public  appeals, 
etc.,  the  general  public  are  slow  in  tahing  advantage  of  this  method 
of  prophylaxis. 

It  has  been  decided  to  keep  in  the  Health  Department  a 
supply  of  immunising  products  for  Private  Practitioners  should 
they  need  them  for  their  patients.  So  far  there  has  been  little 
demand  for  them. 

Antitoxin  is  kept  in  stock  at  the  Health  Department  to 
facilitate  its  early  administration  by  the  medical  attendant. 

880,000  units  (88  phials)  of  Antitoxin  were  supplied  to 
medical  men  for  notified  or  suspected  cases.  The  administration 
of  antitoxin  before  admission  of  the  cases  into  hospital  greatly 
improves  the  chances  of  recovery  in  serious  cases. 

Reference  is  made  elsewhere  to  the  large  amount  of  Bacterio- 
logical work  done  at  the  Health  Department  in  connection  with 
Diphtheria. 

TYPHOID  OR  ENTERIC  FEVER  (Death  Rate,  Nil.) 

(Under  this  head  Para-Typhoid  A and  B are  also  included). 

Only  1 case  was  notified  during  the  year.  This  case  (of  the 
Para-Typhoid  B type)  occurred  during  the  3rd  quarter  in  St. 
Julians  Ward.  It  was  notified  from  the  Royal  Gwent  Hospital. 
Although  the  most  careful  investigations  were  made  into  the 
patient’s  movements,  and  into  the  water,  milk,  and  other  food 
supplies,  no  likely  source  of  infection  was  discovered.  The  patient 
recovered,  and  there  was  no  extension  of  the  disease. 

The  annual  average  number  of  cases  of  this  disease  notified 
during  the  past  five  years  was  3.6. 
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CEEEBEO-SPINAL  EEVEE. 

5 cases  of  this  disease  were  notified.  The  first  case  on  May 
4th;  the  second  on  July  30th;  the  third  and  fourth  early  in 
November  and  the  fifth  case  on  December  25th.  4 of  the  patients 

were  civilians  but  one  of  these  was  the  son  of  a soldier.  All  the 
patients  were  males  and  4 of  them  werei  adults.  The  five  patients 
were  removed  to  Allt-yr-yn  Hospital  and  all  of  them  recovered. 
This  proved  to  be  the  commencement  of  a rather  serious  epidemic 
which  affected  the  town  during-  the  earlier  months  of  1940. 


TUBEECULOSIS. 

[Death  Eate — All  Forms,  0.73<S  (Lungs  0.080;  Other  Forms,  0.052).]. 

Deaths. — ^71  deaths  from  all  forms  of  Tuberculosis  occurred 
in  Newport;  60  from  Pulmonary  and  5 from  Other  Forms.  The 
latter  include  3 deaths  from  Tuberculosis  of  Brain. 

In  1938  the  death  rate  from  “All  Forms”  of  Tuberculosis 
was  the  lowest  recorded,  as  were  also  the  death  rates  from 
Pulmonary  and  Non-Pulmonary  Tuberculosisi,  but  the  year  1939 
showed  a further  reduction  in  all  of  these  rates.  The  figures  given 
below  show  the  comparison  with  previous  years  and  with  England 
and  Wales. 


Tuberculosis  Death-Eates  (per  1,000  of  Population). 


Pulmonary 

Non- 

Pulmonary 

All  Forms 

Newport 

England  & Wales 

1923-27 

1.04 

0.22 

1.26 

1928-32 

1.09 

0.17 

1.26 

1932 

0.96 

0.156 

1.116 

o.k 

1933 

0.79 

0.158 

0.948 

0.82 

1934 

0.868 

0.194 

1.062 

0.76 

1935 

0.950 

0.116 

1.066 

0.72 

1936 

0.957 

0.093 

1.050 

0.69 

1937 

0.738 

0.125 

0.863 

0.69 

1938 

0.709 

0.104 

0.813 

0.63 

1939 

0.686 

0.052 

0.738 

? 
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Notifications. 


The  iollowing  table  shows  the  number  of  fresh  cases  notified 
each  year  for  the'  past  five  years  : — 


Year 

Lungs 

Non- 

Pulmonary 

Total 

1935 

145 

62 

207 

1936 

133 

51 

184 

1937 

155 

62 

217 

1938 

155 

53 

208 

1939 

115 

37 

152 

Number  of  New  Cases  and  Number  of  Deaiths  during  1939 
at  various  age  groups. 


Age  Periods 

New  Cases. 

Deaths. 

Respiratory 

Non-Resp’tory 

Respiratory 

Non-Resp’tory 

Males 

Females 

Males 

Females 

Males 

Females 

Males 

Females 

0— 

1— 

• • • 

• • • 

3 

2 

• • • 

i 

5— 

4 

2 

14 

4 

2 

1 

15— 

14 

20 

3 

4 

3 

14 

1 

25— 

12 

13 

2 

1 

7 

7 

. . 

35— 

18 

6 

1 

8 

1 

45— 

14 

1 

8 

4 

i 

55— 

6 

3 

1 

1 

8 

2 

1 

65  and  upwards 

1 

2 

... 

... 

2 

Total 

69 

46 

25 

12 

34 

32 

5 

... 

Tuberculosis  of  Lungs. 

Of  the  115  cases  of  Tuberculosis  of  the  Lungs  notified  in 
1939,  91  were  alive  in  Newport  at  the  end  of  the  year,  or  79  per 
cent.,  compared  with  70  per  cent,  in  1926,  62  per  cent,  in  1927, 
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69  per  ce^nt.  in  1928,  62  per  cent,  in  1929,  63  per  cent,  in  1930,  68 
per  cent,  in  1931,  66.5  per  cent,  in  1932,  75.3  per  cent,  in  1933, 
74.2  per  cent,  in  1934,  68.9  in  1935,  69.9  per  cent,  in  1936,  and 
78.7  per  cent,  in  1937,  and  80  per  cent,  in  1938. 

The  fatality  rate  per  1,000  cases  of  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis 
was  547.2  during  the  five  years  ending  1920;  for  the  period  1922-6 
it  was  688.7;  for  1927-31,  662.5;  for  1932-36,  540.4;  for  the  year 
1937,  458.1;  1938,  438.7;  and  for  1939,  582.6 — a slight  setback. 

Non-Pulmonary  Tuberculosis. 

Of  the  37  cases  notified  to  be  suffering  from  Non-Pulmonary 
forms  of  the  disease,  32  or  86  per  cent,  were  alive  at  the  end  of  the 
year — a figure  well  above  the  average  and  compares  with  80  per  cent, 
in  1926,  81  per  cent,  in  1927,  79  per  cent,  in  1928,  76  per  cent,  in 
1929,  71  per  cen)!.  in  1930,  78  per  cent,  in  1931,  83.8  per  cent,  in 
1932,  80  per  cent,  in  1933,  68.2  per  cent,  in  1934,  70.9  per  cent,  in 
1935,  82.3  per  cent,  in  1936,  93.5  per  cent,  in  1937,  and  74  pen  cent, 
in  1938. 

The  fatality  rates  per  1,000  cases  of  Non-Pulmonary  Tuber- 
culosis during  the  following  five-yearly  periods  were: — 1923-1927, 
316.4;  1928-1932,  248.4;  1933-1937,  212.8;  for  the  year  1938, 

188.7;  and  for  1939,  135.1 — an  impressivei  decline. 

As  tO'  notifications  received  after  death  of  thei  patient,  there 
is  little  improvement  in  the  percentages  of  either  Pulmonary  or 
Non-Pulmonary  cases  so  notified,  hut  the  proportion  is  very  low — 
less  than  2 per  cent,  last  year. 


Tuberculosis — All  Forms. 

The  total  number  of  cases  of  Tuberculosis  (all  forms)  on  the 
Register  at  the  end  of  the  year  was:  — 


Males. 

Females. 

Total 

Pulmonary 

346 

293 

639 

N on-Pulmonary 

162 

156 

318 

All  Forms 

508 

449 

957 
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During  each  of  tlie  previous  ten  years  tlie  number  of  cases 
(all  forms)  on  the  Eegister  was  1938,  934;  1937,  940;  1936,  860; 
1935.  861;  1934,  821;  1933,  798;  1932,  730;  1931;  701;  1930,  676; 
1929,  655 — an  almost  continuous  increase  up  to  1937,  but  a fall  of 
6 during  1938. 

The  publicity  given  to  the  subject  of  Tuberculosis  has 
probably  created  an  objection  on  the  part  of  many  householders  to 
having  Tuberculous  patients  as  sub-tenants,  and  has  led  to  the 
refusal  of  some  property  owners  to  accept)  Tubercular  cases  as 
tenants.  This  undoubtedly  caused  sxifferers  from  the  disease  to 
refrain  from  consulting  their  medical  attendants  until  the  disease 
had  become  well  advanced  in  many  cases. 

All  medical  practitioners  have  been  circxilarised  with  the 
object  of  securing  diagnosis  and  notification  of  cases  at  the  earliest 
possible  moment. 

With  regard  to  the  Non-Pulmonary  form  of  the  disease,  the 
infection  in  many  of  the  cases  is  Bovine  in  origin  and  is  conveyed 
to  children  and  infants  by  means  of  infected  milk.  There  are 
hopeful  signs,  however,  that  the  country  is  gradually  appreciating 
the  advantages  of  a “safe”  milk.  At  present  pasteurisation 
properly  carried  out  is  the  only  certain  method  of  safeguarding 
our  milk  supplies. 

The  occupations  of  the  cases  of  Tuberculosis  notified  during 
1939  are  set  out  on  the  following  pages.  No  case  engaged  in  the 
milk  trade  was  notified.  ' 


OCCUPATIONS  OP  NOTIFIED  CASES  OF  TUBEECULOSIS. 


(B) — Non-Pulmonary. 
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The  Eeturns  of  the  Welsh  National  Memorial  Association 
show  the  following  work  done  at  the  Newport  Institute  for  Borough 
patients : — 


Number  of  New  cases  examined  (including  Contacts) 

840 

Number  found  Tuberculous  : — (a)  Pulmonary 

100 

(b)  Non-Pulmonary 

28 

Number  found  Non-Tuberculous 

684 

Number  of  other  cases  previously  found  doubtful 
found  on  re-examination  to  be  Tuberculous:  — 

(a)  Pulmonary 

4 

(b)  Non-Pulmonary 

4 

Number  of  cases  found  to  be  Non-Tuberculous 

18 

Number  of  cases  on  Register  at  the  end  of  year:  — 

(a)  Pulmonary 

676 

(b)  Non-Pulmonary 

261 

Total 

937 

Number  of  attendances  at  Clinic 

3594 

Number  of  visits  to  the  houses  of  patients  by  the 
Tuberculosis  and  other  Nurses 

4141 

For  several  years  it  has  been  pointed  out  in  this  Report  that 
the  after-care  of  Tuberculosis  cases  which  have  been  at  Institutions 
requires  more  consideration  in  the  following  directions  and  that 
such  work  should  be  included  in  the  Tuberculosis  Scheme:  — 

i.  Systematic  supervision  of  advanced  cases  living  at 
home. 

ii.  Greater  co-ordination  with  voluntary  agencies  re 
advanced  cases. 

iii.  Extra  nourishment  for  ex-Sanatorium  and  ex-Hospital 
cases. 
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iv.  Loan  of  shelters  and  beds,  medical  comforts — such  as 
bed-pans,  air  cushions,  air  beds,  etc.,  for  advanced 
cases. 

V.  Surgical  dressings  for  home-nursed  cases. 


The  matter  has  been  ventilated  before  the  Committee 
appointed  by  the  Ministry  of  Health  to  enquire  into  the  working 
of  the  Tuberculosis  Scheme  and  other  matters  in  Wales,  and  it  is 
now  probable  that  there  will  be  in  the  near  future  an  improvement 
in  this  direction,  possibly  with  increased  cost  to  the  Local 
Authority. 


EETURN  SHOWING  THE  EXTENT  OF  EESIDENTIAL  TEEATMENT  DUEING  1939. 
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SMALL  POX. 

No  case  of  tliis  disease  was  noitified  during  the  year. 
Vaccination. 

The  Vaccination  Districts  and  the  names  of  the  Public 
Vaccinators  are: — Malpas,  Dr.  H.  A.  Keane;  St.  Woolos,  Dr.  W. 
Garraway  Smith;  Remaining  area  West  of  River,  Dr.  Harvey 
Nichol;  Area  East  of  River,  Dr.  J.  F.  Nicholson. 

The  percentage  of  children  successfully  vaccinated  has  been 
rapidly  and  continuously  decreasing  since  exemption  was  made 
easy  (see  Table  8).  In  Newport  during  the  yeiar  ended  June  30th, 
1939,  15.1  per  cent,  of  the  infants  were  successfully  vaccinated 
compared  with  17.6  per  cent,  in  1938,  17.5  per  cent,  in  1937,  20.8 
per  cent,  in  1936,  20.1  per  cent,  in  1935,  16.9  per  cent,  in  1934, 
20.3  per  cent,  in  1933,  20.97  per  cent,  in  1932,  27.5  per  cent,  in 
1931,  34.4  per  cent,  in  1922,  and  93  per  cent,  in  1897. 

The  Vaccination  Officer,  Mr.  E.  de  Lloyd,  Ihas  presented  the 
following  report  for  the  year  ended  30th  June,  1939,  with  compara- 
tive figures  for  the  previous  year. 

Year  ending'  June  30th 


1939 

1938 

Births  Registered 

1,606 

1,622 

Successfully  Vaccinated 

231 

268 

Insusceptible  to  Vaccination 

8 

I 

Had  Small  Pox 

— 

— 

Exemptions  received 

1,148 

1,119 

Died  unvaccinated 

S8 

75 

Postponed  by  Medical  Certificate  . . 

9 

25 

Removed  to  Districts,  the  Vaccination 

Officers  of  which  have  been  apprised 

13 

24 

Removed  to  Districts  unknown,  or  which 
cannot  be  reached,  and  case^  not 

having  been  found 

56 

42 

In  abeyance 

8S 

68 

Percentage  successfully  Vaccinated 

iS-i 

17.6 

“The  percentage  of  children  successfully  vaccinated  shows  a 
further  decline.  Last  year  was  the  previous  lowest  but  one  ever 
recorded.  This  unsatisfactory  result  is  not  surprising  when 
exemption  is  obtained  so  easily.” 


Othkr  Notifiable  Infectious  Diseases. 

Notifications  of  the  following  Infectious  Diseases  were 
received  during  the  year : — 

Erysipelas  ...  37  Cases 

Pneumonia — Influenzal  ...  37 

Acute  Primary  ...  128 


Encephalitis  Lethargica 
Cerebro-Spinal  Fever 
Continued  Fever 


— 165 

1 Case 
5 Cases 
1 Case 
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VENEREAL  DISEASES. 

Facilities  for  free  diagnosis  and  treatment  for  all  persons 
suffering  from  Venereal  Diseases  are  provided  by  arrangement  with 
the  Directors  of  the  Royal  Gwent  Hospital. 

On  May  20th,  1935,  the  number  of  sessions  was  increased 
from  five  per  week  to  six,  giving  an  additional  session  for  females 
on  Tuesdays  at  5.30  p.m.  and  changing  the  male  session  on  Tues- 
days at  4.30  p.m.  to  Mondays  at  10  a.m.  The  clinic  is  now  open 
for ; — 


Males. — ^Mondays,  10  a.m.;  Wednesdays,  2 p.m.;  Thurs- 
days, 4.30  p.m. ; and  Fridays,  6 p.m. 

Females. — Tuesdays,  5.30  p.m. ; and  Thursdays,  2 p.m. 

Notices  are  hung  up  at  Public  and  “Public  House”  lavatories 
giving  particulars  of  the  days  and  hours  of  the  Clinics.  Those  in 
and  near  the  docks  are  printed  in  four  languages  for  the  convenience 
of  Foreign  seafaring  men. 

An  irrigation  department,  adjoining  the  Out-Patients’ 
Department  at  the  Royal  Gwent  Hospital,  provides  for  irrigation 
treatment  for  males  between  their  attendances  at  the  medical 
session. 

The  total  attendances,  during  the  years  1934-39  were  as 
follows : — 


1934 

1935 

1936 

1937 

1938 

1939 

Males 

3775 

4009 

3410 

3876 

2908 

2361 

Females 

2217 

2206 

2446 

2042 

2044 

1698 

Totals 

5992 

6215 

5856 

4918 

4951 

4059 

It  will  be  seen  that  a decrease  in  both  male  and  female 
attendances  has  taken  place  during  the  past  few  years,  which  was 
accentuated  during  1939.  In  thei  case  of  the  males  this  was  chiefly 
due  to  the  large  number  of  men  joining  H.M.  Forces  and  to  the 
increase  in  working  hours  of  those  engaged  in  industry.  With  the 
females  the  fall  in  the  number  of  new  cases  must  largely  account 
for  the  decrease  in  the  number  of  attendances. 
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The  number  of  persons  who  attended  the  Clinic  for  the  first  time 
was  as  follows  : — 


Suffering  from 

iQSg 

Average  previous  5 years 

Males 

Females 

Total 

Males 

Females 

Total 

Syphilis 

58 

7 

65 

52-8 

17-4 

70-2 

Soft  Chancre 

17 

— 

17 

16-4 

0-8 

17-2 

Gonorrhoea 

119 

17 

136 

124-4 

28'8 

153-2 

Not  V.D. 

36 

10 

46 

37‘6 

15-4 

53-0 

Totals 

230 

34 

264 

231-2 

62-4 

293-6 

Thei  total  figures  show  that  the  number  of  persons  dealt  with 
was  below  the  average  for  the  past  five  years  and  also  lower  than 
those  for  1938  : the  decrease  was  due  almost  entirely  to  the  fewer 
cases  among  females.  Syphilis  showed  an  increase  among  males, 
and  a marked  decrease  among  females.  Gonorrhoea  decreased 
among  both  sexes  and  Soft  Chancre  showed  little  change. 

The  number  of  “In-Patient  ’’  days  in  1939  was  635,  com- 
pared with  451  in  1938,  450  in  1937,  457  in  1936  , 450  in  1935,  341 
in  1934,  and  a five^yearly  average  of  468. 

The  use  of  Arsenobenzene  Compounds  in  the  treatment  of 
these  diseases  at  the  Clinic  continues  to  increase,  but  the  number 
of  doses  of  Arsenobenzene  Compounds  given  out  to  private 
practitioners  from  the  Health  Department  has  been  getting  less  as 
the  following  figures  show: — 16  in  1939,  44  in  1938,  and  an  average 
number  of  54  during  the  past  five  years. 

The  number  of  female  patients  who  cease  to  attend  before 
completing  treatment  increased  slightly  during  the  year — 37 
compared  with  33  in  1938;  the  number  of  male  patients  whoi  so 
ceased  to  attend  was  less — 37  as  against  49  in  1938.  It  was  still 
considerably  less  than  the  figure  of  70 — the  average  for  the  paist  five 
years.  There  is  still  room  for  improvement.  In  the  case  of  sailors 
this  is  unavoidable  because  of  the  nature  of  their  calling;  they  are 
provided  with  circulars  giving  information  as  to  the  facilities  for 
treatment  in  other  ports,  etc.,  and  with  cards  upon  which  the  treat- 
ment given  is  entered. 
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Further  information  will  be  found  on  Pages  76  and  78,  and 
statistical  information  in  Table  14  at  end  of  Report. 

Facilities  for  privacy  in  treatment  are  necessarily  desirable 
when  dealing  with  these  conditions  especially  so  in  the  case  of 
female  patients.  With  this  object  in  view  mothers  and  expectant 
mothers  are  provided  with  facilities  at  the  Matlernity  and  Child 
Welfare  Clinic.  The  report  on  this  Clinic  will  be  found  on  page  35. 

INFECTIOUS  DISEASES  HOSPITALS. 

Allt-ye-yn. 

314  case®  of  Infectious  Diseases  were  admitted  during  the 
year.  25  of  the  cases  (7  Scarlet  Fever,  7 Diphtheria,  9 Cerebro- 
Spinal  Fever,  1 Suspected  Typhoid  Fever,  and  1 Broncho-Pneu- 
monia) were  admitted  from  outside  the  Borough.  The  deaths 
numbered  11.  During  1938  the  admissions  and  deaths  were  respec- 
tively 978  and  18.  The  daily  average  number  of  patients  in 
hospital,  1939,  was  27.4. 

SCAELET  FeVEE. 

130  of  the  186  cases  notified  in  the  town  were  removed  to 
Hospital.  There  were  also  5 suspected  cases,  making  a total  (with 
Non-Residents)  of  142  admissions.  The  average  age  of  the  patients 
waiS  9.4  years,  and  the  average  stay  in  Hospital  of  those  wbo 
recovered  was  28.8  days.  There  were  no  deaths. 

Typhoid  & Paeatyphoid  Fevees. 

One  case  was  admitted  of  Para-Typhoid  “B.”  The  patient, 
a female  adult,  recovered  after  a stay  in  Hospital  of  34  days.  One 
case  was  also  admitted  from  outside  the  Borough. 

Diphtheeia  and  Membeanous  Ceohp. 

130  of  the  143  cases  of  Diphtheria,  notified  were  treated  in 
Hospital.  In  addition,  I “Carrier”  was  admitted,  also  4 suspected 
oases  and  one  re-admission  case.  7 cases  admitted  as  Diphtheria 
proved  fatal,  but  2 of  these  died  from  oauses  other  than  Diphtheria. 
The  fatality  of  the  Borough  Diphtheria  (including  Membranous 
Croup)  cases  was  3.3  per  cent.  (3.1  per  cent,  among  Hospital  cases). 
The  average  stay  in  Hospital  of  those  who  recovered  was  31.9  days, 
and  the  average  age  of  all  patients  was  9.1  years. 
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Other  Diseases. 

Otlier  diseases  cases  of  which  were  admitfed  were: — Erysipelas 
(including  1 Port  case)  4;  Puerperal  Pyrexia  (1  died  following 
miscarriage)  7;  Continued  Fever  1;  Broncho-Pneumonia  compli- 
cating Measles  (patient,  a Non-Resident,  died)  1;  and  Cerehro- 
Spinal  Fever  14  (including  9 Non-Residents).  2 of  the  Non- 
Resident  cases  proved  fatal. 

Buildings. 

A certain  amount  of  repiairs  and  renovations  have  been 
carried  out  during  the  year.  The  Borough  Architect  (C.  F.  Ward, 
Esq.,  F.R.I.B.A.)  has  kindly  furnished  the  following  details  of 
the  special  work  and  renovations  carried  out  during  the  year,  the 


cost  of  which  totalled  £1435. 

External  Painting  ...  ...  ....  £157 

Internal  Decorating . 

Administrative  Block — Board  Rooin,  Dining  Room 

and  Wards,  etc.  ...  ...  ...  £67 

Repairs  and  Renewals  of  Furniture  ...  ...  £32 

Trench  Shelters,  A.R.P.  ...  ...  ...  £539 

Protective  Measures,  A.R.P. 

Panels  to  windows.  Filling  and  Fixing  Sandbags  to 
Avindows  and  roofs;  Blinds;  Scaffolding  and  Plank- 
ing; Water  Tanks,  etc.  ...  ...  ...  £436 

General. 

Renewing  Grlass,  Lights,  Repairs  to  Floors,  Slates, 


Lavatories,  Paths,  Fencing,  Drains,  Lockers  and 
Screens,  Repairs  to  Eaves  Gutters,  Down-pipes, 

Sashes,  Gates,  Valves,  and  Laundry  Machinery  ...  £204 


LABORATORY  WORK. 

During  1939,  7,069  specimens  of  various  kinds  were 

examined  at  the  Health  Department,  compared  with  16,618  in 
1938.  The  following  is  a summary  of  the  work  done:  — 
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For  Medical  Practitioners. — Tluroat  and  Nose  swabs,  517; 
Sputa  for  Tubercle,  50 ; Specimens  for  Gonococci,  15 ; Other  speci- 
mens, 23;  Total,  605. 

Schools. — Swabs  from  Contacts,  1,084;  Suspected  cases  of 
Diphtheria,  712;  Specimens  for  Gonococci,  1;  Other  specimens,  1; 
Total,  1,798. 

Health  Department.  — Swabs  from  notified  cases  of 
Diphtheria,  363;  from  Suspected  cases,  92;  and  from  Contacts, 
1,469;  Smears  for  Gonococci,  169;  Blood  for  Typhoid,  1;  Faeces 
and  FTrine  for  Enteric  organisms,  2;  Other  specimens,  378;  Total, 
2,474. 


Allt-yr-yvl  Hospital  Cases. — Throat  and  Nose  swabs,  1,985; 
Sputa  for  Tubercle,  1;  Blood  for  Typhoid,  6;  Faeces  and  Urine  for 
Enteric  organisms,  14;  Other  specimens,  59;  Total,  2,065. 

Other  Institutions. — Throat  and  Nose  swabs,  58;  Sputa,  60; 
Other  specimens,  9 ; Total  127. 

Attention  has  already  been  drawn  in  previous  reports  to  the 
inadequacy  of  the  Laboratory  facilities.  At  present  the  work  dealt 
with  is  simply  that  concerned  with  ordinary  Public  Health 
Administration,  viz.  : — the  examination  of  swabs  for  the  Klebs 
Loeffler  Bacillus,  Microscopic  examination  for  Tubercle  Bacilli, 
Bloods  for  Widal  Reaction,  microscopic  examination  for  Gonococci, 
Faeces  and  Urine  for  bacilli  of  the  Enteric  Group,  and  a few  other 
minor  investigations.  Even  from  the  point  of  view  of  what 
constitutes  a bare  necessity  as  regards  Public  Health  work  it  fails 
absolutely  tIO'  meet  the  necessary  requirements.  In  this  connection 
I need  only  mention  the  biological  tests  to  determine  the  virulence 
or  otherwisei  of  the  Klebs  Loeffler  Bacilli  isolated  on  culture,  and 
the  detection  of  Tubercle  Bacilli  in  Milk  samples  by  inoculation 
experiments. 

This  is  far  from  being  the  sum  total  of.  the  deficiencies. 
There  are  no  Laboratory  facilities  for  the  Pathological  work  for  the 
patients  at  the  Public  Assistance  Hospital,  131  Stow  Hill,  or  for 
the  inmates  of  Caerleon  Asylum,  while  all  the  examinations 
of  Milk  samples  under  the  Milk  and  Dairies  (Consolidation)  Act, 
1915,  and  the  Milk  (Special  Designations)  Orders,  and  practically 
the  whole  of  the  Laboratory  work  under  the  Venereal  Diseases 
Scheme  are  performeid  elsewhere. 
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NEWPOET  COEPOEATION  MOETUAET. 

Tlie  Towti  possesses  a model  Mortuairy  with  accommodation 
for  8 bodieisi,  separate  inspection  and  post-mortiem  rooms,  with 
lavatories,  etc.  The  mortuary  is  under  the  administrative  control 
of  the  Medical  Officer  of  Heiaillth.  One  of  the  Sanitary  Inspectors 
acts  at  Mortuary  Attendant. 

Mortuary  Statistics. 

Average  previous 


10 

years. 

1938 

1939 

Bodies  removed  to 

Mortuary 

48.8 

50 

69 

Number  of 

Post-mortems 

32.7 

35 

52 

Inquests  re  above 

22.2 

16 

25 

GENEEAL  PEOVISIONS  OF  HEALTH  SEEVICES 
IN  NEWPOET. 


Poor  Law  Medical  Out-Eelief. 


The  Eelief  Districts  are:  — 


Relief  District  Relieving  Officer 


Medical  Officer 


No.  1. 

No.  2. 

No.  3. 
No.  4. 
No.  5. 
No.  6. 


Mr.  W.  B.  Owen 

Mr.  S.  B.  Thomas 

Mr.  F.  J.  Wilson 
Mr.  E.  Finnemore 
Mr.  F.  G.  W.  Hurd 
Mr.  H.  J.  Sutton 


Drs.  W.  G.  Smith  and 
H.  A.  Keane. 

Drs.  H.  A.  Keane  and 
Lilian  M.  Griffiths. 
Dr.  Lilian  M.  Griffiths 
Dr.  W.  G.  Smith. 

Dr.  W.  E.  Wade. 

Dr.  W.  E.  Wade. 


Hospitals  Provided  for  or  by  the  County  Borough  and  Port. 

Allt-yr-yn  Hos-pital. — For  Infectious  diseases,  including 
Scarlet  Fever,  Typhoid  Fever,  Diphtheria,  Pneumonia,  Influenzal 
Pneumonia,  Cerebro-Spinal  Fever,  Encephalitis  Lethargica, 
complicated  oases  of  Measles  and  Whooping  Cough,  Poliomyelitis, 
Puerperal  Fever,  Puerperal  Pyrexia,  and  Ophthalmia  Neonatorum 
(mother  and  child). 
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Number  of  Beds  = 80.  In  addition  there  are  covered-in 
verandahs  which  permit  of  a further  8 beds  being-  erected  for 
convalescents  or  cases  suitable  for  open-air  treatment.  There  are 
also  3 revolving  shelters  in  which  3 beds  can  be  put  up  if  necessary. 

Cases  from  outside  areas  are  admitted,  if  accommodation 
permits. 


Snnall  Pox  Hospital. — Crick  House  Hospital  was  officially 
opened  in  July,  1931.  This  Hospital  was  established  by  the  County 
Borough  Authority  for  the  reception  of  Town  and  Port  cases,  and 
equipped  to  provide  accommodation  for  26  patients.  In  August 
the  Hospital  was  dismantled  and  let  for  business  use — ^arrangements 
having  been  made  with  a neighbouring  Authority  to  provide 
Hospital  accommodation  for  cases  of  Small  Pox  occurring  in 
Newport. 

Ambulance  Facilities. — The  Corporation  has  four  Ambulances  : 
Infectious  Diseases  Ambulances’ — A 6 cylinder  20  H.P.  Armstrong- 
Siddeley  Ambulance  having  accommodation  for  five  persons  includ- 
ing two  stretcher  patients;  and  two  26  H.P.  Bedford  ambulances, 
each  with  accommodation  for  5 patients  : all  are  garaged  at  the 
Infectious  Diseases  (Allt-yr-yn)  Hospital. 

An  accident  ambulance,  which  is  in  charge  of  the  Police, 
is  housed  at  the  Fire  Station. 

By  the  co-ordination  of  these  ambulance  services  the  removal 
of  all  patients  to  Wooloston  House  a/nd  the  Public  Assistance 
Hospital  is  undertaken  by  the  Health  Deparment  in  co-operation 
with  the  Police,  as  the  accident  ambulance  is  used  for  this  purpose 
when  possible. 

819  cases  were  removed  to  131  Stow  Hill  under  these 
arrangements,  as  compared  with  885  in  1938  and  783  in  1937.  Of) 
these,  the  Police  ambulance  was  used  for  621  (75.82  per  cent.)  oases 
and  a Health  Department  ambulance  for  198  (24.18)  cases. 

A total  of  512  cases  were  removed  to  various  Hospitals 
during  the  year  by  the  Health  Department  ambulances.  The  total 
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mileag-e  of  the  ambulances  during  the  year  was  approximately 
5,500;  in  addition  3,300  miles  were  covered  by  the  Disinfecting 
Van,  not  included  in  the  list  of  the  above  vehicles,  making  a total 
of  more  than  8,800  miles. 

The  ambulance  service  may  be  considered  quite  adequate  te 
the  needs  of  the  Borough. 

Tuberculosis. — The  W.N.M.  Association  have  contracted  to 
provide  Hospital,  Sanatorium  and  Dispensary  treatment  for 
Newport  cases. 

The  nurse  attached  to  the  Dispensary  is  provided  by  the 
Health  Committee  and  she  also  visits  notified  patients  at  their 
homes. 


Maternity  Hospitals. — The  Corporation  have  arranged  for 
the  reservation  of  beds  in  the  Maternity  Ward  of  131  Stow  Hill  for 
the  admission  on  the  recommendation  of  the  Medical  Staff  of  the 
Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  Scheme,  of  cases  where  complications 
exist  or  are  threatened,  or  where  home  conditions  are  unsatisfactory. 
In  addition,  arrangements  exist  with  two  private  Maternity  Homes 
which  can  be  utilised  if  and  when  necessary.  Patients  contribute 
to  the  cost  according  to  their  means.  Complicated  cases  and 
patients  suffering  from  Puerperal  Fever  and  Pyrexia  are  also 
admitted  to  the  Royal  Gwent  Hospital. 

A Maternity  Ward  is  still  reserved  at  131  Stow  Hill  for  the 
admission  of  Maternity  cases  through  the  Relieving  Officers. 

The  Coirporation  also  subsidise  Nantyderry  Home  for  Un- 
married Mothers  for  admission  of  such  cases  for  confinement  and 
subsequent  stay  up  to  a period  of  six  months. 

Hospital  for  Children. 

Royal  Gwent  Hospital. — The  Corporation  subscribe  towards 
the  Hospital.  Sick  children  are  admitted  there  and  also  into  131 
Stow  Hill. 

The  Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  Committee  pay  for 
Orthopaedic  cases  admitted  from  the  Clinic  into  the  Prince  of 
Wales  Hospital,  Cardiff, 
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The  same  Committee  also  subscribe  to  tbe  Soutberndown 
Rest  for  admiasioin  notes  for  motbers  requiring’  rest,  etc. 

Other  Hospital  Services. 

Owing  to  War  conditions  considerable  cbanges  bave  been 
made  in  tbe  cbaracter  of  tbe  two  hospitals — Tbe  Royal  Gwent 
Hospital  and  Wooloston  House  Infirmary.  Both  of  these  Institu- 
tions are  now  part  of  tbe  Emergency  Medical  Service  Scheme  and 
belong  to  lA  Class  Hospitals.  There  has  been  considerable  addition 
to  tbp  bed  accommodaltiion  for  Civil  Defence  purposes  and  for  tbe 
treatment  of  Service  sick  and  wounded. 

Home  Nursing. 

Tbe  establishment  of  the  Newport  Home  Nursing  Association 
in  1928  brought  about  a great  improvement  in  tbe  nursing  of  tbe 
sick  at  their  homes,  and  it  has  bad  the  effect  of  reducing  the  number 
of  cases  requiring  treatment  in  the  hospitals  of  tbe  town. 

Tbe  Corporation  contribute  annually  to  tbe  funds  of  tbe 
Association  for  tbe  nursing  of  sick  cases  at  home,  namely,  through 
(1)  the  Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  Committee  £88,  for  children 
under  5 years  of  age  and  Puerperal  Pyrexia  and  Puerperal  Fever 
cases  nursed  at  home;  (2)  the  Education  Committee,  £50,  for 
children  of  School  age;  and  (3)  the  Health  Committee,  £100 
(increased  during  the  year  from  £22),  for  cases  of  Pneumonia, 
Measles  and  Whooping  Cough  with  Respiratory  complications, 
etc. ; the  Public  Assistance  Committee  also  contribute  £20  per 
annum  towards  the  home  nursing  of  the  sick  poor. 

The  work  undertaken  by  the  Association  in  return  for  these 
grants  is  of  a general  nature,  but  it  definitely  includes  the  Home 
Nursing  of  patients  suffering  from  the  following  diseases:  — 

1.  Measles,  severe  and  complicated  cases. 

2.  Whooping  Cough,  severe  and  complicated  cases. 

3.  Scarlet  Fever  with  complications  (after  ordinary  period 

of  infection  has  passed). 

4.  Chicken  Pox — occasionally,  in  special  circumstances  or 

where  cases  are  very  severe. 

5.  Puerperal  Sepsis. 

6.  Puerperal  Pyrexia. 

7.  Miscarriages. 
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8.  Diarrhoea  and  Enteritis  under  5 years  of  age. 

9.  Ophthalmia  Neonatorum. 

10.  Influenza. 

11.  Pneumonia. 

12.  Erysipelas,  &c.,  &c. 

With  regard  to*  Tuhercvlosis,  the  Welsh  National  Memorial 
Association  make  a grant  of  £5  per  annum  for  each  nurse  employed 
by  the  Home  Nursing  Asso'ciation  in  each  area,  which  is  increased 
or  decreased  accordingly  as  the  nurse  attends  more  or  less  than  5 
cases  per  annum;  for  Newport  the  Grant  amounted  to  £55  for  the 
year  ended  March  3Ist,  1940.  This  grant  is  for  the  provision  of 
home  nursing  for  both  Pulmonary  and  Other  Forms  of  Tuberculosis, 
and  for  occasional  attendances  at  the  Tuberculosis  Institute. 

There  were  12  Nurses  employed  by  the  Home  Nursing 
Association  and  they  made  9,720  visits  to  520  cases  during  1939  on 
behalf  of  the  Corporation.  5,790  of  these  visits  were  to  children 
under  5 years  of  age,  and  3,930  to  patients  over  5 years  of  age, 
which  included  Pneumonia,  Influenzal  Pneumonia,  Erysipelas, 
Cerebro-Spinal  Fever,  Tuberculosis  and  special  Maternity  cases. 

Mental  Deficiency. 

Reference  to  this  matter,  including  institutional  provision 
for  the  care  of  Mental  Defectives,  will  be  found  in  the  Annual 
Report  of  the  School  Medical  Officer. 

Co-ordination  of  Medical  Services. 

All  the  Medical  Services  of  the  Corporation  are  now  under 
the  supervision  of  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  and  when  the 
appropriation  of  the  Public  Assistance  Hospital  is  approved  the 
co-ordination  will  be  complete. 

Neiv  Legislation. 

There  has  been  no  new  Legislation  during  the  year  applicable 
to  Newport  only. 
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ADMINISTEATION  OF  FOOD  AND  DEUGS  ACTS 
AND  KINDEED  ACTS  AND  EEGULATIONS. 

Mr.  G.  E.  Tliompson,  F.I.C.,  F.C.S.,  the  Borough  Analyst, 
reports  as  follows  : — 

During  the  year  1939,  323  samples  have  been  analysed, 
which  were  submitted  by  your  Officers.  Of  these,  261  were  official 
samples,  the  remaining  62  being  informal  or  trial  samples. 

The  particulars  of  thei  samples  analysed  are  as  follows: — i 
243  Milk,  2 Condensed  Milk,  4 Cream,  3 Cheese,  2 Margarine, 

2 Lard,  5 Table  Jelly,  3 Flour,  2 Cornflour,  1 Eice,  4 Custard 
Powder,  2 Blancmange  Powder,  4 Egg  Substitute  Powder, 

3 Currants,  3 Sultanas,  1 Eaisins,  2 Pepper,  1 Mustard  Compound, 

1 Mixed  Spice,  1 Ground  Nutmeg,  1 Sweet  Pickle,  4 Sauce, 

1 Coffee  and  Chicory,  1 Cafe  an  La-it,  8 Whisky,  3 Brandy,  3 Gin, 

1 Eum,  4 Beer,  1 Pork  Sausage,  1 Bacon,  1 Steak  and  Kidney  Pie, 

1 Fish  Paste,  1 Peas,  2 Tinned  Peas  and  1 Tinned  Beans. 

Milk : 243  sample®  were  submitted  for  analysis  and  of  these 
238  proved  to  be  genuine  but  five  failed  to  conform  to  the  require- 
ments of  the  Sale  of  Milk  Eegulations,  this  amounting  to  2.06%  of 
the  milk  samples  examined. 

Details  of  the  milks  failing  to  conform  to  the  Eegulations  are 
as  follows  : — Four  were  deficient  in  Solids  not  Fat  to  tlie  extent  of 
11.53%,  9.76%,  8.59%  and  6.00%  respectively,  whilst  the  remain- 
ing sample  was  deficient  in  Solids  not  Fat  to  the  extent  of  5.41%,' 
and  also  deficient  in  Fat  to  the  extent  of  1.33%. 

Every  sample  of  milk  submitted  has  been  examined  for  the 
presence  of  preservatives  and  added  colouring  matter  which  were 
found  to  be  absent  in  each  case'. 

Classified  in  my  iisual  manner,  the  following  details  show 
the  composition  of  the  milks,  all  of  which  were  for  sale  to  the 
Public : — 

ACCOEDING  TO  CONTENT  OF  FAT. 

I'nder  3%  3-3.49%  3.5-3.99%  4-4.49%  4.5%  and  over 

1 104  91  34  13 
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ACCOEDING  TO  CONTENT  OF  SOLIDS  NOT  EAT. 

Under  8.5%  8.5-8.69%  8.7-8.89%  8.9-9.09%  9.1%  and  over 

5 39  52  93  54 

and  the  average  composition  was  as  under:  — 

FAT  3.62%  SOLIDS  NOT  FAT  8.88%  TOTAL  SOLIDS  12.50% 

For  the  purpose  of  comparison  the  figures  for  the  previous 
three  years,  are  given  below  : — 


Year. 

Fat. 

Solids  not  Fat. 

Total  Solids 

1936 

3.47% 

8.75% 

12.22% 

1937 

3.45% 

8.79% 

12.24% 

1938 

3.43% 

8.75% 

12.18% 

from  which  it  will  be  noted  that  the  average  composition  for  the. 
year  is  very  satisfactory,  and  the  percentage  of  adulteration  much 
lower  than  in  1938. 

Further  details  of  the  samples  failing  to  conform  to  the 
requirements  of  the  Regulations,  showing  repeat  samples  and 
Freezing  Point  Tests  are  shown  on  Table  No.  1 attached  to  this 
report. 

Two  samples  of  Condensed  Milk  were  analysed  during  the 
year  and  each  of  these  satisfied  the.  requirements  of  the  Condensed 
Milk  Regulations  both  as  regards  composition  and  labelling  as  to 
equivalent  pints. 

Each  of  the  four  samples  of  Cream  taken  contained  a satis- 
factory percentage  of  milk  fat  and  was  free  from  preservatives  and 
thickening  agents,  whilst  the  samples  of  Cheese  were  satisfactory 
from  the  point  of  view  of  their  content  of  milk  fat  and  contained  nq 
trace  of  metallic  contamination. 

The  samples  of  Margarine  were  composed  of  wholesome 
ingredients  and  were  free  from  preservatives  and  from  excessive 
moisture,  and  the  Lard  samples  were  composed  of  genuine  pig  fat 
of  satisfactory  quality. 

Of  the  cereal  products  examined,  the  samples  of  Flour, 
Cornflour,  Custard  Powder,  and  Blancmange  Powder  were  in  every 
instance  of  satisfactory  quality  and  free  from  all  deleterious 
ingredients,  and  the  sample  of  Rice  was  free  from  ‘facing’  material. 
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The  samples  of  Currants,  Sultanas,  and  Raisins,  were  of 
excellent  quality,  and  in  no  instance  was  the  proportion  of  sulphur 
dioxide  found  to  be  in  excess  of  the  legal  maximum. 

The  spices  submitted  for  examination  consisted  of  Pepper, 
Mixed  Spice  and  Ground  Nuitmeg,  and  each  of  these  was  found  to  be 
genuine  and  free  from  foreign  ingredients. 

The  samples  of  Sauce  and  Pickles  were  composed  of  whole- 
some ingredients  and  contained  no  trace  of  preservatives. 

Eight  samples  of  Whisky,  three  of  Brandy,  three  of  Gin, 
and  one  of  Rum,  were  submitted  for  examination  during  the  year, 
and  each  of  these  contained  alcohol  in  excess  of  65%  of  fiscal  proof 
spirit. 


The  four  samples  of  Beer  in  each  casei  contained  less  sulphur 
dioxide  than  the  legal  maximum  and  were  free  from  contamination 
by  lead. 

The  samples  of  Sausage,  Steak  and  Kidney  Pie,  and  Fish 
Paste,  were  of  satisfactory  composition  and  free  from  preservatives, 
and  the  sample  of  Bacon  contained  no  preSservativei  other  than 
Sodium  Nitrate,  the  addition  of  which  has  been  permitted  in  bacon 
and  other  meats  by  a Provisional  O'rder  made  by  the  Minister  of 
Health.  ' 

The  samples  of  Peas  were  entirely  free  from  copper,  whilst 
the  Tinned  Beans  were  of  good  quality  and  free  from  metallic 
contamination.  j 

No  Drugs  or  Pharmacopoeial  preparations  have  been  submitted  for 
examination  during  the  year,  and  of  thei  total  of  323  samples  analysed, 
all  have  been  found  to  be  perfectly  satisfactoiry  with  the  exception 
of  the  five  milk  samples  to  which  reference  has  been  made,  so  that 
the  percentage  of  adulteraition  during  the  year  amounts  to  only 
1.55%. 


68 


Results  of  the  Analysis  of  243  Samples  of  Milk. 


Article 
submitted  for 
Analysis 


Result  of  Analysis,  showing  whether 
the  sample  was  Genuine  or  Adulterated, 
and,  if  Adulterated,  what  was  the  nature 
and  extent  of  the  Adulteration. 


Observations 


238  Milk 


Conform  to  the  requirements  of 
the  Sale  of  Milk  Regulations 


1 Milk  No.  53 


1.33%  Deficient  in  Fat  and 
5.41%  Deficient  in  Solids  not  Fat 


The  freezing  point  (-0.496°  C 
Hortvet)  shows  that  this 
sample  contains  6.4%  of 
.^dded  Water. 


1 Milk  No.  54 


1 Milk  No.  52 


1 Milk  No.  231 


1 Milk  No.  47 


243  Total 


11.53%  Deficient  in  Solids  not  Fat 


9.76% 


8.59% 


6.00% 


do.  do. 


do.  do. 


do.  do. 


The  freezing  point  (— 0.593  °C 
Hortvet).  An  extended  an- 
alysis shows  that  this 
sample  contains  0.15% 
of  Added  Salt  together  with 
at  least  10.0%  of  Added 
Water. 


The  freezing  point  (— 0.473  °C 
Hortvet)  shows  that  this 
sample  contains  10.7%  of 
.Added  Water. 


The  freezing  point  (-0.466° C 
Hortvet)  shows  that  this 
sample  contains  12.1%  of 
Added  Water. 


The  freezing  point  (— 0.488  °C 
Hortvet)  shows  that  this 
sample  contains  7.9%  of 
Added  Water 
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SUMMAEY  OF  SAMPLES  TAKEN,  WITH  RESULTS. 


Informal 


Description  of  NumbeRi 

Sample  Taken 


MILK.— 1.  1 

Milk  Products. — ;9. 

Condensed  Milk  2 

Creiam  4 

Ckeese  3 

Fats. — 4. 

Margarine  2 

Lard  2 

Pudding  Stuffs. — 28. 

Table  Jelly  5 

Flonr  3 

Corn  Flonr  2 

Rice  1 

Custard  Powder  4 

Blancmange  2 


Egg  Substitute  Powder  4 
Currants  3 

Sultanas  3 

Raisins  1 


Formal. 


Description  . 

OF  Sample 

Number 

Taken 

Result 

237  Genuine 

Milk.— 242 

242 

5 Adult’ d 

2.06  % „ 

Beverages 

19 

All  Genuine 

Wbisky 

8 

Brandy 

3 

Gin 

3 

Rum 

1 

Beer 

4 

250  Genuine 

261 

5 Adult’ d 

1.91%  „ 

Spices  & Condiments. — 10. 


Pepper  2 

Mustard  Compound  1 

Mixed  Spice  1 

Ground  Nutmeg  1 

Sweet  Pickle  1 

Sauce  4 


Potted  Meat,  Fish.  &C.-4 
Pork  Sausage  1 

Bacon  1 

Steak  & Kidney  Pie  1 
Fisb  Paste  1 


Grand  Total 

Formal 

Informal 

Total 

Number  of  Samples  taken 

261 

62 

323 

Number  Genuine 

265 

62 

318 

Number  Adulterated 

5 

— 

5 

Percentage  Adulterated 

1.91 

— 

1.55 

Sundries. — 4. 

Peas 

Tinned  Peas 
Tinned  Beans 

Beverages. — 2. 

Coffee  & Cbicory 
Cafe  au  Lait 


1 

2 

1 All  the  samples  were  submitted  by  an 

Officer  acting  under  tlie  direction  of  tlie 
1 Local  Autbority. 

1 


Total  62  All  Genuine. 


MILK  SAMPLES  DEFICIENT  IN  SOLIDS  NOT  FAT,  TOGETHER  WITH  “REPEAT,”  “COURSE  OF 
DELIVERY,”  AND  “APPEAL  TO  COW”  SAMPLES  (WHERE  TAKEN). 
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*Aii  extemded  analysis  of  sample  No.  54  showed  this  milk  to 
contain  0.15%  of  added  salt  togetheir  with  at  least  10.0%  of  added 
W ater. 
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Breaches  oe  Food  and  Dregs  (Adtjlteration)  Act,  1928. 

(A)  Prosecutions. 


Date 

Article 

Sample 

No. 

Infring'ement 

Result 

4/3/39 

Milk 

52 

Deficient  in  solids  not 
fat  to  the  extent  of 
9.76  parts  per  cent, 
and  at  least  10.7 
parts  per  cent,  of 
added  water 

Fined  20/- 

4/3/39 

do. 

53 

Deficient  in  (i)  solids 
not  fat  to  the  extent 
of  5.41  parts  per  cent, 
and  (2)  fat  to  the 
extent  of  1.33  parts 
per  cent,  and  at  least 
6.4  parts  per  cent,  of 
added  water 

Fined  20/- 

14/3/39 

do. 

54 

Deficient  in  solids  not 
fat  to  the  extent  of 
11.53  parts  per  cent, 
at  least  0.15  parts  per 
cent,  of  added  salt, 
at  least  10  per  cent, 
of  added  water 

Fined  10/-  and 
servant  to  pay  4/- 
costs 

17/10/39 

do. 

231 

Deficient  in  solids  not 
fat  tO'  the  extent  of 
8.59  parts  per,  cent, 
and  contained  at  least 
12. 1 parts  per  cent, 
of  added  water 

Fined  40/-  and  costs 

(B)  Offences  Not  Prosecuted. 


1/3/39 

Milk 

47 

Deficient  in  solids  not 

No  prosecution  as  a 

fat  to  the  extent  of 

result  of  sample 

6.00  parts  per  cent. 

taken  in  course  of 

and  at  least  7.9  parts 
per  cent,  of  added 

delivery 

water. 
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Breaches  of  the  Law — Other  than  the  Food  and  Drugs  Act. 


Date  of 
Offence 

Act  or  Order 
Contravened 

Infringement 

Result  of  Action 
taken 

28/12/38 

Milk  & Dairies  Order 
IQ26 

Delivering  milk  in  a 
bottle  which  had  not 
been  filled  and  closed 
om  Registered 
Premises 

Fined  10/- 

4/3/3Q 

do. 

Name  and  address  of 
owner  not  permanent- 
ly marked  or  affixed 
to  2 churns 

Ordered  to  pay  4/- 
costs  in  each  of  2 
oases. 

30/3/30 

do. 

F ailing  to  cause  milk 
bottles  to  be  filled  on 
Registered  Premises 

Fined  10/- 

Bacteriological  Examination  of  Milk. 

As  will  be  seen  from  ftlhe  following  table,  168  samples  of 
Graded  or  Designated  Milks  have  been  submitted  for  examination. 
23  were  found  to  be  “unsatisfactory” — a marked  improvement  on 
the  results  of  last  year.  In  each  case  the  vendor  was  waiimed,  and 
further  samples  taken  and  submitted  for  examination. 


Designation  of  Milk 

No.  of 
Samples 
taken 

Result  of  Examination 

Satisfactory 

Unsatisfactory 

Pasteurised 

49 

45 

4 

Accredited 

51 

44 

7 

Tuberculin  Tested 

43 

35 

8 

Tuberculin  Tested — 

(Certified) 

25 

21 

4 

168 

145 

23 
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In  addition  to  tlie  above,  108  samples  of  New  Milk  were 
taken  and  submitted  to  tbe  inoculation  test  for  tbe  presence  of 
Tubercle  Bacilli.  Tbe  guinea-pig  inoculations  carried  out  revealed 
two  different  sources  of  infection— botb  in  tbe  County  of  Monmoutb. 
Full  investigations  were  carried  out  at  tbe  farms  concerned  and  tbe 
offending  animals  traced  and  subsequently  slaughtered. 

Tbe  question  of  milk  examination  is  a pressing  one.  Tbe 
work  should  be  intensified;  but  tbe  whole  subject  has  an  important 
bearing  on  tbe  provision  of  proper  Laboratory'  facilities. 


Food  Inspection. 

Apart  from  the  administration  of  the  Food  and  Drugs  Act, 
much  attention  has  been  paid  to  Food  Inspection  in  general. 
6,390  inspections  and  visits  have  been  made  to  more  than  20 
different  classes  of  premises  where  food  is  prepared,  stored  and/or 
exposed  for  sale.  It  was  found  necessary  to  serve  only  one  notice 
in  consequence  of  unsatisfactory  conditions. 

Under  Section  17  of  the  Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1938,  cases  of 
Food  Poisoning  have  been,  since  October  1st,  1939,  compulsorily 
notifiable  by  Medical  Practitioners.  Twoi  such  cases^  were  notified 
just  before  that  date,  but  none  since.  All  the  prescribed  measures 
were  taken.  There  were  no  fatal  cases. 

Shell-fish. — There  are  no  shell-fish  beds  or  layings  within 
the  Borough  or  Port  of  Newport. 


Tuberculosis  Order  of  1925. 

The  administration  of  this  Order  was  transferred  from  Local 
Authorities  to  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture  on  1st  April,  1938. 

During  the  year  notification  was  received  from  the  Ministry 
of  Agriculture  & Fisheries  that  Tuberculin  Tests  of  Herds  licensed 
to  produce  Tuberculin  Tested  Milk  had  been  carried  out  on  eleven 
herds.  In  all  cases  where  any  of  the  animals  in  the  herds  had  been 
found  to  be  suffering  from  any  condition  likely  to  convey  disease  the 
farm  was  visited  and  steps  taken  to  prevent  the  milk  being  sold  to 
the  public. 
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Public  Slaughterhouse. 

The  total  number  of  animals  slaughtered  in  1939  was  41,089 
including  3,171  beasts,  1,667  calves,  9,695  pigs,  26,556  sheep  and 
lambs,  compared  with  an  average  of  31,453  for  the  five  years  1910- 
14,  38,739  for  the  years  1933-37  and  with  38,139  for  the  year  1938, 

Condemned  Foods. 

133,976  lbs. — nearly  60  tons — of  various  foods  were  con- 
demned and  surrendered  for  destruction  or  “conversion”  during 
the  year.  The  greater  part  of  these  foods  consisted  of  Meat,  of 
which  127,362  lbs.  were  condemned.  The  remainder  included  Fish, 
4,6751bs.,  Game,  2162lhs.,  Tinned  Foods,  l,645jlbs.  and  Eggs,  771bs. 

WELFARE  OF  THE  BLIND. 

• There  were  195  Blind  Persons  (105  males  and  90  females)  on 
our  register  on  31st  December,  1939.  Of  these,  164  came  under  the 
classification  of  “Unemployable  Blind.” 

The  following  table  shows  the  number  and  sex  of  the 
Registered  Blind  at  the  various  age  periods.  It  is  satisfactory  to 
note  that  there  is  no  blind  child  under  5 years  of  age  in  Newport. 


Ages  of  Blind  Persons. 


Age  Period 

Number  of  Persons 

Males 

Females 

Total 

0—  5 

5—16 

5 

2 

7 

16—21 

1 

2 

3 

21-40 

13 

1 

14 

40—50 

16 

7 

23 

50—60 

17 

19 

36 

60—70 

24 

19 

43 

70  and  ovei’ 

39 

40 

69 

Total  of  all  ages 

105 

90 

195 

26  New  Cases  were  added  to  the  Register  during  the  calendar  year 
and  26  cases  taken  off  through  death,  removal  to  another  area,  and 
de-registration. 


75 


There  waiS  one  registered  blind  person  in  Newport  in  1939 
per  493  inhabitants.  In  England  and  Wales  there  was  one  per  573 
inhabitants  in  1938,  the  latest  year  for  which  figures  are  available. 

Unless  Registration  remains  more  complete  in  Newport  than 
in  the  country  generally,  the  proportion  of  blind  persons  in  Newport 
is  still  above  the  average.  There  has  been  a marked  increase  in  the 
number  of  blind  persons  registered  during  the  last  14  years 
throughout  the  country.  In  1919  there  were  25,840  registered  in 
England  and  Wales,  whilst  in  1938  the  number  had  increased  to 
71,875.  It  is  recognised  that  the  largest  increases  have  occurred 
in  those  areas  where  comprehensive  schemes  for  financial  assistance 
to  the  unemployable  blind  have  been  inaugurated  within  recent  years. 

Grants  to  Unemployable  Blind. 

112  of  the  164  unemployable  blind  persons  came  under  the 
Council’s  scheme  for  financial  assistance,  and  have  been  regularly 
receiving  grants  to  augment  their  incomes,  as  against  112  last  year. 
The  total  amount  paid  out  in  aid  to  unemployable  blind  during  the 
financial  year  ended  31st  March,  1940,  was  £2,767,  an  increase  of 
£377  compared  with  the  previous  year. 

The  duty  of  investigating  the'  means  of  applicants  for  grants 
under  the  Council’s  Blind  Welfare  Scheme  is  now  performed  by  the 
Health  Department,  as  is  the  supervision  of  the  Home  Teachers. 

Under  the  Corporation  scale,  grant  is  paid  to  each  eligible 
person  to  bring  the  total  income  up  to  £1  per  week,  or  in  the  case  of 
a married  couple,  both  being  blind,  to  bring  the  total  combined 
income  up  to  30/-  per  week. 

No  payment  is  made  where  the  combined  income  equals  or 
exceeds  30/-  per  week.  All  cases  receiving  grants  are  reviewed  at 
intervals. 

The  total  expenditure  by  the  Council  for  the  year,  under  the 
whole  of  the  Scheme  for  Blind  Welfare,  i.e. , including  Augmenta- 
tion of  Wages  of  Workshop  Employees,  Grants  to  Unemployable 
Blind,  &c.,  was  £3,762,  as  against  £3,443  in  1937. 


Certificates  under  Wireless  T elegraphy  {Blind  Persons  Facilities) 
Act,  1926. 

The  Medical  Officer  of  Health  issued  28  certificates  to  enable 
the  blind  to  receive  exemption  from  the  payment  of  “wireless” 
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licences.  Twenty-six  of  these  were  Primary  Certificates  and  two 
renewals.  The  total  number  of  Primary  Certificates  issued  from 
the  commencement  n't  the  Aot  in  December,  1926,  to  the  end  of 
1939,  was  238. 

The  Medical  Officer  of  Health  is  the  administrative  officer 
of  the  Corporation  under  the  Act.  The  Organisation  for  looking 
after  the  welfare  of  the  Blind  is  now  undergoing  changes  and  the 
Corporation  jointly  with  the  Monmouthshire  County  Council  are  at 
present  considering  a scheme  whereby  new  arrangements  are  to  be 
initiated. 

Prevention  of  Blindness. 

Although  no  scheme  has  been  made  under  Section  176  of  the 
Public  Health  Act,  1936,  as  regards  adults,  it  should  be  of  interest 
to  know  what  steps  are  being  taken  by  the  Health  Services  to  prevent 
Blindness.  The  following  is  a summary;  — 

* 

A.  Under  Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  Scheme — 

1.  All  the  Mothers,  who  are  found  to  be  suffering 
from  Gonorrhoea  and  Syphilis,  and  who  are  Ante-Natal  cases, 

' are  treated  during  pregnancy  as  long  as  they  are  able  to  come 
to  the  Clinic  for  treatment. 

2.  All  cases  of  Ophthalmia  Neonatorum  are'  treated 
either  at  the  General  Hospital  or  by  the  Medical  Attendant. 
Midwives  must  under  the  Central  Midwives’  Board  Rules 
notify  any  inflammation  or  discharge  from  the  baby’s  eyes. 
The  Health  Visitors  in  their  visits  to  the  homes  check  mid- 
wives’  work,  and  if  any  cases  have  not  been  treated  and 
notified,  report  these. 

3.  All  midwives  use  Colloidal  Argentum  drops  for 
the  infant’s  eyes  immediately  after  the  birth  of  infant.  The 
preparation  is  supplied  by  the  Health  Department  free  of 
charge. 

4.  When  children  are  found  to  have  defective  vision, 
they  are  dealt  with  by  the  . Committee’s  Consultant 
Ophthalmic.  Surgeon. 
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B. — Under  Scheme  for  Medical  Inspection  of  School  Children. 

1.  Ligliting  in  Schools  receives  expert  attention. 

2.  Early  detection  and  treatment  of  eye  defects  is 

ensured : — 

Children  due  for  routine  medical  inspection  whose 
distant  vision  in  either  eye  is,  by  Snellen’s  test,  6/18  or 
worse,  or  if  they  suffer  from  headaches  or  other  eye 
symptoms,  are  referred  to  the  Clinic  for  examination  hy  the 
Ophthalmic  Surgeon. 

Children  who  are  not  due  for  medical  examination  at 
the  routine  inspections  are  also  specially  referred  hy  teachers 
if  they  suspect  them  to  he  suffering  from  defective  vision. 
Medical  Officers  when  making  a round  of  the  school,  make 
a special  point  of  asking  teachers  regarding  children  who 
complain  that  their  eyesight  is  had. 

Children  examined  by  the  Medical  Oflficers  at  the 
Clinic  and  found  to  have  defects  are  also  referred  to  the 
Ophthalmic  Surgeon. 

3.  Re  children  with  defective  or  questionable  eyesight:  — 

After  examination  by  the  Ophthalmic  Surgeon  the 
date  on  which  he  again  wishes  to  see  the  case  is  recorded  on 
the  card,  and  a notice  is  sent  from  the  Clinic  making  the  new 
appointment.  If  glasses  arei  prescribed  the  case  is  followed 
up  by  the  nurse  until  glasses  are  obtained,  and  also  examined 
by  the  Medical  Officers  on  their  next  visit  to  the  School. 

In  cases  where  glasses  are  provided  by  the  Education 
Committee  and  not  contributed  to  by  the  parents,  the 
children  are  again  referred  to  the  Ophthalmic  Surgeon  to 
ensure  that  thei  glasses  are  suitable  and  as  per  prescription 
given. 

In  cases  of  high  myopia  where  limitation  of  near  work 
by  the  child  is  considered  necessary  by  the  Ophthalmic 
Surgeon,  thei  parent  is  advised  accordingly  and  a letter  is 
sent  to  the  Head  Teacher  asking  that  the  child  may  be 


allowed  toi  sit  in  a good  light  in  the  front  row  of  the  class, 
and  do  as  little  writing,  reading  and  near  work  as  possible. 


C.  Pro'pagamda  under  Scheme  for  the  Diagnosis  and-  Prevention 
of  Venereal  Diseases — 

1.  The  Borough  Council  make  a yearly  grant  to  the 
British  Social  Hygiene  Council  to  assist  that  Authority  in 
their  work  of  providing  films,  etc.,  literature  and  lecturers; 
and  the  organisation  of  education  and  propaganda  campaigns 
for  the  country  generally. 

2.  The  holding  of  mass  meetings  for  men  and 
women  for  which  special  l&cturers  are  engaged  and  at  which 
special  films  are  shown  and  literature  sold  and  distributed. 

3.  The  display  of  notices  in  all  Public  Urinals 
giving  particulars  of  local  arrangements  for  diagnosis  and 
treatment  of  Venereal  Diseases. 

4.  Supplying  ships  in  docks  with  leaflets  on  the 
dangers  of  Venereal  Diseases  and  the  arrang’ements  for  their 
diagnosis  and  treatment. 

5.  Still  under  consideration : The  best  ways  and 

means  of  imparting  information  on  the  subject  of  Venereal 
Diseases  to  young*  people’s  org’anisations. 
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HEALTH  EDUCATIOIS. 

Apaxt  from  assisting  in  tlie  various  National  Movements, 
wken  a large  amount  of  valuable  information  is  disseminated 
tbrough.  tbe  medium  of  tbei  Press,  a considerable  amount  of 
specialised  Educational  and  Propaganda  work  has  continued  to  be 
done  locally. 

Throughout  the  year  Pamphlets  on  various  Health  subjects 
such  as  “Hints  to  Expectant  Mothers,’’  “How  to  Rear  a Baby,’’ 
“Hints  on  Management  of  Children  1 to  5 Years,”  and  a new 
booklet  “To  Fathers  and  Mothers — How  to  keep  yourselves  and 
your  children  well  and  strong,”  have  been  left  at  homes,  wherever 
required,  by  the  Health  Visitors  during  their  routine  visits. 
Leaflets  on  “Diphtheria  Immunisation,”  and  on  “Flies  and 
Summer  Diarrhoea,”  were  also  distributed.  The  three  Empire 
Marketing  Board’s  Poister  Frames  have  been  kept  posted  with  a 
change  of  posters  on  Health  subjects  each  month  and  suitable  heialth 
literature  has  been  available  at  the  Public  Libraries  for  reference 
and  on  loan.  Finally  special  activities  were  undertahen  during 
National  Eat  Week,  November  6-llth,  when  128  posters  were 
displayed;  4,250  pamphlets  were  distributed;  5,532  poison  baits 
were  laid  and  379  rats  destroyed  by  the  Department  Staff. 

WATER  SUPPLY. 

I am  indebted  to  Major  W.  W.  Marsden,  M.Inst. , C.E.,  the 
Engineer  and  Manager  of  the  Water  Department,  for  the  following 
information. 


RESERVOIRS  OF  THE  CORPORATION. 


Capacity. 

Ynysyfro 

71  Million  Galls. 

Ynysyfro  Subsiding 

35  ,,  ,, 

Pantyreos 

...  145  „ 

Wentwood 

...  397  „ 

Talybont 

...  2,567 

TOTAL  3,215 
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The  Talybont  lieservoir  was  officially  opened  by  tbe  Mayor 
of  Newport  (Alderman  J.  K.  Wardell)  Chairman  of  tbe  Waterworks 
Committee,  on  June  29th,  1939. 


Purification. 

The  whole  of  the  supplies  are  purified  by  Storage,  Filtra- 
tion and  Sterilisation. 


Distribution. 

The  water  is  distributed  to  the  Consumers  by  means  of  208 
miles  of  mains  controlled  by  2,236  valves. 

The  number  of  houses  supplied  is  26,103  and  the  population 
106,000.  In  addition  there,  are  797  Metered  Trade,  or  non- 
domestic supplies. 


Eainfall. 

The  Rainfall  for  the  year  was  106%  of  the  average. 

The  total  quantity  of  water  supplied  for  the  year  ended  31st 
December,  1939,  was  1,879  million  gallons  and  was  distributed  as 
follows : — 

Domestic  and  unmeasured  ...  56.9%  of  total  supply. 

Measured  or  trade  ...  42.1%  ,,  ,, 

Bulk  ...  1.0%  ,, 

The  average  consumption  per  head  per  day  for  domestic 
purposes  was  27.64  gallons  and  the  average  consumption  per  head 
for  all  purposes  was  48.55  gallons  per  day. 


Addition AU  Works. 

The  pipe  line  is  being  duplicated  for  part  of  its  length  to 
give  an  increased  supply  of  two  million  gallons  per  day  and  is 
expected  to  be  brought  into  use  in  the  Autumn  of  1940. 
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General  Observations. 

Samples  of  water  supplied  from  each  Reservoir  were 
submitted  to  Chemical  and  Bacteriological  Examinations  at 
frequent  intervals  to  ensure  the  efficiency  of  the  purification 
processes. 

No  analysis  has  revealed  an  unsatisfactory  water  and 
practically  all  revealed  a water  of  the  highest  standard  of  purity. 

The  water  has  also  been  periodically  tested  for  Pliumbo- 
Solvency  and  found  perfectly  safe  for  delivery  to  the  Consumer, 


Swimming  Baths  and  Pools. 

There  are  three  such  places  in  Newport: 

The  two  Corporation  Baths. — The  Baths  on  Stow  Hill 
consist  of  two-  swimming-  baths  each  of  55,000  gallons  capacity.  The 
New  Swimming  Baths  at  Maindee,  opened  on  14th  July,  1938,  also 
consist  of  two  swimming  baths — one  large  and  one  small — having  a 
total  capacity  of  230,000  gallons.  All  are  provided  with  up-to-date 
plant  for  the  filtration,  chlorination  and  aeration  of  the  water.  The 
water  is  examined  by  the  Superintendent  three  times  a day — at  7 a.m. 
2 p.m.  and  8 p.m.  and  tested  for  chlorine  and  pH  value.  Eresh 
“make  up”  water  is  added  each  day.  Independent  samples  are  taken 
at  intervals  to  ensure  that  the  water  is  in  a satisfactory  condition.  In 
addition  to  the  Swimming  Baths  there  are  at  the  Stow  Hill  premises 
10  Slipper  Baths,  4 Foam  Baths,  and  the  necessary  equipment  for 
treatment  by  Ultra-Violet  Rays,  and  at  the  Maindee  premises  8 
Slipper  Baths. 


Allt-yr-yn  Park  Swimming  Pool  is  an  open  air  swimming 
bath  of  140,000  gallons  capacity.  A Patterson’s  Plant  for  filtration 
and  chlorination  has  been  installed;  it  deals  with  30,000  gallons  of 
water  per  hour  and  works  at  least  5 hours  daily — continuously 
during  the  busy  season.  15,000  gallons  of  fresh  water,  which  is 
obtained  from  local  springs,  are  added  daily  to  the  Bath.  The 
water  is  tested  twice  daily  by  the  proprietors. 
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METEORULOQICAL  DATA. 

Sunshine,  maximum  and  minimum  shade  temperatures, 
rainfall.  Barometric  pressure,  one-foot  and  4-foot  earth  tempera- 
tures, and  humidity  are  recorded  daily  at  9 a.m.  at  Newport. 

The  Station,  which  is  situated  at  Allt-yr-yn  Hospital,  is 
2t)5  feet  above  sea  level;  and  the  Meteorological  Office  of  the  Air 
Ministry  has  recognised  it  as  one  of  their  official  Climatological 
Stations  for  the  recording’  of  Meteorological  Data  which  are  trans- 
mitted to  the  Air  Ministry  monthly. 

In  Table  15  are  given  the  monthly  data  for  the  whole  of  the 

year. 

The  rainfall  recorded  at  Allt-yr-yn  Hospital  was  44.92 
inches,  compared  with  45.08  inches  in  1938,  and  an  average  of  44.59 
during  the  previous  5 years.  The  wettest  month  was  November, 
with  8.45  inches.  May  was  the  driest  month  with  only  1.08  inches. 
Eain  fell  on  187  days  of  the  year. 

The  total  number  of  hours  of  sunshine  recorded  for  the  year 
was  1518.6  compared  with  a five  years’  average  of  1514.3  hours. 
The  daily  mean  was  4.16  hours  of  sunshire  (34  per  cent.).  June 
was  the  sunniest  month. 

The  mean  maximum  temperature  of  the  air  was  57.0°  E. 
and  the  minimum  temperature  44.2°  E.  The  warmest  day  of  the 
year  was  June  7th,  when  the  maximum  thermometer  in  the  shade 
reached  87° E.  The  warmest  night  was  June  7th,  with  64° E.  The 
coldest  days  were  January  4th  and  25th,  Eebruary  1st  and  2nd, 
December  17th  and  24th,  35°E.,  and  the  coldest  night  of  the  year 
was  December  22nd,  23° E. 


MEDICAL  EXAMINATION  OE  ENTRANTS  TO  THE 
CORPORATION  SERVICE,  ETC. 

No  fewer  than  317  persons  have  been  medically  examined 
during  the  year,  involving  354  examinations  and  medical  reports. 
The  examinations  were  mainly  for  the  purposes  of  the  Corporation’s 
Superannuation  Scheme,  but  85  were  for  the  Police  Eorce,  9 under 
the  Road  Transport  Act  and  3 for  other  purposes.  Of  305  candi- 
dates examined  for  service,  38  of  them  or  12.4%  were  rejected. 
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EAT  AND  MICE  ACT. 

One  profeiasional  rat  catcher  is  employed  by  the  Corporation; 
his  services  are  divided  as  required  between  the  Urban  and  Port 
work.  Undoubtedly  a great  improvement  has  been  brought  about 
through  the  persistent  ehorts  made  to  reduce  the  rat  population 
and  much  money  is  being  spent  by  tradesmen,  etc.,  in  rendering 
their  premises  rat  proof. 

27,160  baits  were  laid  in  Town  and  Port  compared  with 
26,050  in  1938,  and  4,472  rats  were  killed. 

As  a systematic  policy.  Post  Mortem  and  Bacteriological 
examinations  are  made  of  batches  of  rats  found  on  board  ship  after 
fumigation. 

The  following  tables  summarise  the  work  done  and  the 
results  achieved  during  the  year : — 

Urban — 

Number  of  Inspections 

Number  of  Poison  Baits  laid  (approx.)  . 

Number  of  Eats  killed:  — 

Dogs  and  Ferrets 
Shooting 

By  Poisons  and  Traps  and  Gins 

Total  . 

Port — 

Number  of  Poison  Baits  laid — 11,100. 

No.  of  Eats  killed — (Bodies  discovered). 

Where  killed. 

On  Shore  414 
On  Ships  894  & 275  Mice 


3164 

1308 


4472 


Brown 

Black 

Male 

99 

297 

Female 

315 

597 

Total 

414 

894 

Totals 

396 

912 

1308 

Total 

Eats  Destroyed  : — 

Urban 

Port 


373 

16060 


93 

1123 

1948 


3164 


8 


Urban  Work. 


Eats  Killed  with  Various  Methods. 


No.  of  Premises 

Deratised. 

By  Poison, 
Baits,  Traps, 
and  Gins 

Dog- 

and 

Ferrets 

Shooting 

'U 

s 

> 

o 

6 

Males 

Females 

Sex  Un-  1 

known 

Males 

Females 

Sex  Un- 

known 

Males 

Females 

Sex  Un- 

known 

« 

K 

a 

o 

E“ 

Private  Houses 

19 

35 

_ 



_ 

_ 



— 

— 

_ 

Hotels  and  Breweries 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Public  Building's 

2 

3 

— 

— 



— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Flour  Mills,  Food  Stores,  etc.  ... 

3 

4 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Parks,  Allotments,  Refuse  Tips 
and  Open  Spaces 

16 

232 

387 

1080 



29 

62 



369 

754 

— 

2681 

Reens,  River  Banks 

3 

46 

78 

217 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

295 

Wearing  Apparel  Stores  & Shops 

2 

6 

1 

3 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

4 

Other  Classes 

10 

46 

67 

05 

■ 

2 

— 

— 

— 

184 

Totals 

56 

373 

533 

1415 

— 

29 

64 

— 

369 

754 

— 

3164 

HOUSING  CONDITIONS. 

Dwelling  Houses. 

The  estimated  number  of  Dwellinghonses  in  the  Borough  on 
June  30th,  1939  was  23.406,  of  which  340  were  void.  By  December 
31st,  the  number  had  increased  to  23,568,  with  only  265  void — a 
percentage  of  1.1,  which  small  percentage  indicates  that  the  demand 
exceeded  the  supply. 

New  Houses. 

The  following  table  affords  information  respecting  the 
number  of  new  houses  erected  since  the  last  census  : — 
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Year  ending 
Tune  30th 

. 

Inside  Borough. 

jutside 

Boro. 

Total  Houses 

Built 

u ii  ft 
in  0 0 

V 

S 

P4  0) 

0 0 

PQ 

Nett 

Increase 

rt  l+H  cu 

oy 

Private 

Enterprise 

0 

1 aken 

off 

Rates 

Corporation 

Schemes 

Under 

Corporation 

Schemes 

Total  for 

Newport 

People 

<u  wPh 

0) 

c;  ui  i-i 

C 3 0 
-'oft 

QJ  <L> 

z;.S^ 

1932 

103 

103 

14 

89 

103 

89 

1933 

80 

80 

8 

72 

80 

72 

1934 

9 mo’s 

to 

Mar  31 

138 

138; 

f. 

r ‘ 

12 

126 

138 

126 

1935 

9 mo’s 
1st  Apr 
to 

Dec  31 

170 

170 

8 

162 

76a 

76 

246 

238 

1935 

12  mos 
to 

Dec  31 

26 

325 

351 

70 

281 

351 

281 

1936 

111 

402 

513 

38 

475 

513 

475 

1937 

404b 

404 

8 

396 

404 

396 

1938 

8 

404 

412 

33 

379 

... 

412 

379 

1939 

28 

383 

411 

23 

388 

411 

388 

Totals 

173 

2409 

2582 

214 

2368 

76a 

76 

2658 

2444 

(a)  All  “To  Rent”  (b)  Includes  11  self-contained  flats  converted 
from  4 houses — nett  increase  of  7 dwelling's. 

The  Housing  problem  is  closely  associated  with  the  financial 
circumstances  of  the  inhabitants.  At  the  end  of  19213,  there  were 
2,482  unemployed  persons  on  the  local  register,  compared  with 
4,037  at  the  end  of  1939,  which  was  less  by  3,439  fihan  the  figure  for 
1938.  The  highest  number — 10,342 — was  reached  in  1932. 

SANITARY  INSPECTION  OP  THE  DISTRICT. 

1.  Inspection  of  Dwellinghouses  dijeing  the  Year:  — 

(1)  (a)  Total  number  of  dwellinghouses  inspected  for 
housing  defects  (under  Public  Health  or  Housing 
Acts)  . 

(b)  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose  .. 


1545 

8645 
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(2)  (a)  Number  of  dwellinghouses  (included  under  sub- 

head (1)  above)  which  were  inspected  and 
> recorded  under  the  Housing  Consolidated 
Hegulatious,  1925  ...  ...  237 

(b)  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose  ...  237 

(3)  Number  of  dwellinghouses  found  to  be  in  a state  so 

dangerous  or  injurious  to  health  as  to  be  unfit  for 
human  habitation  ...  ...  ...  4 

(4)  Number  of  dwellinghouses  (exclusive  of  those  referred 

to  under  the  preceding  sub-head)  found  not  to  be  in 

all  respects  reasonably  fit  for  human  habitation  ...  304 

2.  Remedy  of  Defects  during  the  Year  avithout 

Service  of  Formal  Notices:  — 

Number  of  defective  dwellinghouses  rendered  fit  in 
consequence  of  informal  action  by  the  Local 
Authority  oil  their  officers  ...  ...  134 

3.  Action  under  Statutory  Powers  during  the  Year:  — 

(a)  Proceedings  under  sections  9,  10  and  16,  of  the 

Housing  Act,  1936:  — 

(1)  Number  of  dwellinghouses  in  respect  of  which 

notices  were  served  requiring  repairs  ...  67 

(2)  Number  of  dwellinghouses  which  were  rendered 

fit  after  service  of  formal  notices : — 

(a)  By  owners  ...  ...  50 

(b)  By  local  authority  in  default  of  owners  ...  Nil 

(b)  Proceedings  under  the  Public  Health  Acts:  — 

(1)  Number  of  dwellinghouses  in  respect  of  which 

notices  were  served  requiring  defects  to  be 
remedied  ...  ...  ...  112 

(2)  Number  of  dwellinghouses  in  which  defects  were 

remedied  after  service  of  formal  notices:  — 

(a)  By  owneus  ...  ...  57 

(b)  By  local  authority  in  default  of  oAAmers  22 

(c)  Proceedings  under  sections  11  and  13  of  the  Housing 

Act,  1936 : — 

(1)  Number  of  dwellinghouses  in  respect  of  which 

Demolition  Orders  were  made  ...  2 
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(2)  Number  of  dwellingliouses  demolished  in  pursu- 
ance of  Demolition  Orders  ...  ...  3G 

(d)  Proceedings  under  Section  12  of  the  Housing  Act,  1936  : — 

(1)  Number  of  separate  tenements  or  underground 

rooms  in  respect  of  which  Closing  Orders  were 
made  ...  ...  ...  Nil 

(2)  Number  of  separate  tenements  or  underground 

rooms  in  respect  of  which  Closing  Orders  were 
determined,  the  tenement  or  room  having  been 
rendered  fit  ...  ...  ...  Nil 

4.  Housing  Act,  1936  (Part  VI.) — Overcrowding. 

(Appointed  Day — 1st  July,  1937):  — 

(a)  (i.)  Number  of  dwellings  overcrowded  at  the  end  of 

the  year  ...  ...  ...  96 

(ii).  Number  of  families  dwelling  therein  ...  96 

(iii).  Number  of  persons  dwelling  therein  ...  625 

(b)  Number  of  new  cases  of  overcrowding  reported  during 

the  year  ...  ....  ...  5 

(c)  (i.)  Number  of  cases  of  overcrowding  relieved  during 

the  year  ...  ...  ...  30 

(ii).  Number  of  personsi  concerned  in  such  cases  ...  196 

(d)  Particulars  of  any  cases  in  which  dwellinghouses  have 

again  become  overcrowded  after  the  Local  Authority 
have  taken  steps  for  the  abatement  of  overcrowding  Nil 

(e)  Any  other  particulars  with  respect  to  overcrowding 

conditions  upon  which  the  Medical  Oflficer  of  Health 
may  consider  it  desirable  to  report : — 

Number  of  cases  of  overcrowding  relieved  in  Cor- 
poration houses  (included  in  (c)  above)  ...  8 

Eradication  of  Bugs. 

The  following  particulars  show  the  action  taken  during  the 
year  for  the  eradication  of  Bed  Bugs  : — 

1.  (a)  Number  of  Council  Houses:  — 

(i).  Found  to  be  infested  ...  ...  83 

(ii).  Disinfested  ...  ...  ...  83 
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(b)  Number  of  Other  Houses:  — 

(i).  Found  to  be  infested  ...  ...  Ill 

(ii.)  Number  of  bouses  disinfested  by  tbe  Depart- 
ment ...  ...  ...  78 

(iii)  Number  of  bouses  disinfested  by  tbe  Occupiers 
under  tbe  supervision  of  tbe  Department  (and 
witb  material  supplied  by  tbe  Department)  ...  33 

2.  Methods  employed  for  freeing  infested  houses  from.  Bed  Bugs  : — 

(i.)  By  Burning  Sulphur. 

(ii.)  By  Burning  Sulphur  and  spraying  witb  Liquid 
Insecticides, 

(iii.)  By  spraying  with  Liquid  Insecticides.  Insecticides 
used: — “Zaldecide”  and  “Lawvercide.” 

3.  Method  employed,  for  ensuring  that  the  belongings  of  tenants 

are  free  from  vermin  before  removal  to  Council  Houses:  — 

No  special  steps  are  taken  to  ensure  that  tbe  belongings 
of  tenants  are  free  from  vermin. 

4.  Whether  the  work  of  disinfestation  is  carried  out  by  the  Local 

Authority  or  by  a Contractor : — 

By  tbe  Local  Authority. 

5.  The  measures  taken  by  way  of  supervision  or  education  of 

tenants  to  prevent  infestation  or  re-infestation  after 

cleansing : — 

In  all  instances  where  bouses  are  found  to  be  vermin- 
ous advice  is  given  to  tbe  tenants  as  to  tbe  best  means 
of  preventing  re-infestation,  and  re-visits  are  made 
by  Inspectors  when  thought  necessary. 

Further  references  to  House  Inspection  and  insanitary 
property  witb  figures  and  comparisons  witb  previous  years  are  to  be 
found  in  tbe  Tables  of  tbe  Chief  Sanitary  Inspector’s  report. 

Excrement  Disposal. — Tbe  water  carriage  system  is  in  exist- 
ence in  all  parts  of  tbe  Borough,  witb  tbe  exception  of  a few  bouses 
in  certain  of  tbe  outlying  parts  of  tbe  extended  Borough,  and 
practically  every  water  closet  is  fitted  witb  a flushing  cistern. 
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The  Borough  Engineer  has  kindly  supplied  me  with  the 
details  of  extensions  and  improvenients  in  the  sewerage  system 
completed  during  1939  : — 

27"  storm  overflow  into  the  Malpas  Brook  at  Barrack  Hill. 

Improvements  to  the  sewers  at  Park  Square,  Wyndham 
Street  and  the  Civic  Centre. 

Extensions  to  the  sewerage  systems  in  St.  Anne’s  Crescent, 
Lliswerry  Housing  Estate,  Kensington  Place  and  Clifton  Place. 

In  addition,  works  have  been  carried  out  under  the  1936 
Public  Health  Act,  as  a result  of  notices  served  upon  the  owners  by 
the  Health  Dept.,  in  Caerleon  Rd.,  Yictioria  Place,  Hereford  St. 
and  West  Street,  while  sewers  have  been  constructed  upon  private 
housing  estates  at  Nash  Road  Housing  Estate  and  roads  off  Ridgeway 
Avenue. 

Scavenging  and  Refuse  Disposal. 

Movable  bins  are  in  general  use,  but  unfortunately  a large 
proportion  of  them  are  “improvised,”  and  they  are  coverless  and 
therefore  unsatisfactory,  especially  during  wet  weather,  as  the 
contents  become  wet  and  offensivei. 

All  refuse  is  disposed  of  on  Refuse  Tips  which  the  Corpora- 
tion maintain  for  the  purpose,  and  is  immediately  covered  with  soil 
— in  this  way  marsh  land  is  reclaimed  and  nuisance  reduced  to  a 
minimum. 

The  Borough  Engineer  states  that  during  the  year  Refuse 
Collection  and  Disposal  and  street  cleansing  services  were  provided 
as  in  other  years  with  the  exception  that  Refuse  Collection,  owing 
to  War  conditions,  was  curtailed  from  a twice  weekly  to  a weekly 
collection. 
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Tlie  administration  of  tliei  Factory  & "Workshop  Act,  1907:  — 
1- — INSPECTIONS  for  purposes  of  provisions  as  to  health. 


Including  Inspections  made  by 

Sanitary 

Inspectors. 

Number  of 

Premises 

(i) 

Inspec- 

tions 

(2) 

Written 

Notices 

(3) 

Occupiers 

Prosec’td 

(4) 

F.A.CTORIES  with  mechanical  power 

271 

2 

— 

FACTORIES  without  mechanical  power 

56 

— 

— 

tOther  Premises  under  the  Act  (including' 
works  of  building  and  engineering  con- 
struction but  not  including  outworkers’ 
premises). 

tElectrical  Stations  should 
be  reckoned  as  factories.  TOTAL  ... 

327 

2 



2.— DEFECTS  FOUND. 


Particulars 

Number  of  Defects 

Number  of 
defects  in 
respect  of 
which  Pro- 

(i) 

Found 

(2) 

Remedied 

(3) 

Referred 
to  H.M. 
Inspector 
(4) 

secutions 

were 

instituted 

(s) 

Want  of  cleanliness  (S.i) 

28 

28 

... 

Overcrowding  (S.  2) 

Unreasonable  temperature  (S.  3) 

Inadequate  ventilation 

2 

2 

Ineffective  drainage  of  floors  (S.  6) 

2 

2 

Sanitary  / insufficient 

12 

12 

] unsuitable  or  defective 
veniencesj  . 

37 

37 

(5  7)  1 not  separate  for  sexes 

Other  offences 

(Not  including  offences  relating  to  Home 
■Work  or  offences  under  the  Sections  men- 
tioned in  the  Schedule  to  the  Ministry  of 
Health  (Factories  and  Workshops  Trans- 
fer of  Po-wers)  Order,  1921,  and  re-enacted 
in  the  Third  Schedule  to  the  Factories 
Act,  1937). 

11 

11 

Total 

92 

92 

91 


3.  Outwork  in  Unwholesome  Premises. 

Nil. 


Registered  Premises  and  Ineectious  Diseases. 

14  cases  of  Notifiable  Infectious  Diseases  occurred  on 
registered  premises  during  tlie  year,  namely: — Scarlet  Fever,  3; 
Dipbtberia,  1;  Erysipelas,  1;  and  Tuberculosis,  9.  All  except  6 
of  tbe  cases  were  removed  to  Hospital. 

Tte  following  is  a summary  of  tlie  inspeictions  and  visits 
made  by  tbe  Sanitary  Inspectors  and  tbe  Healtb  Visitors  during 
1939: — ^To'  Registlered  Premises  (otber  tban  Food  Premises),  526; 
Re  Meat,  Food,  etc.  6,390  ; Infeictious  Diseases,  898  ; Birtb 
Enquiries,  etc.,  18,998;  Private  Houses,  etc.,  20,508;  making  a 
grand  total  of  47,320. 

I bave  tbe  bonour  to  be. 

Ladies  and  GenJtlemen, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

H.  CATTO, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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To  the  C hairitiaih  and  Mevibers  of  the  Health  Committee. 
Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I have  the  honour  to  present  to  you  my  Annual  RepO'rt  for 
the  year  1939. 

The  repair  and  reconditioning  of  houses  found  not  to  be  in 
all  respects  reasonably  fit  for  human  habitation  continues  to  make 
progress,  and  after  the  service  of  notices  on  owners  279  houses  have 
been  made  fit  under  the  supervision  of  your  officers. 

The  details  of  the  works  of  reconstruction  and  repair  are 
contained  in  the  table  following  this  page,  where  it  will  be  seen, 
among  other  items,  that  161  houses  have  been  provided  with  sink 
troughs  and  in  177  houses  damp-proof  courses  have  been  inserted 
in  damp  walls.  The  lighting  and  ventilation  of  rooms  has  been 
improved  in  66  instances;  the  provision  or  improvement  of  larders 
has  been  secured  and  147  washing  boilers  have  been  provided  or 
repaired. 

Overcrowding.  The  Survey  of  the  Borough  was  completed 
during  1937,  and  at  the  end  of  that  year  there  were  265  dwellings 
overcrowded.  During  the  year  under  review  5 new  cases  of  over- 
crowding were  reported,  and  30  cases  were  relieved.  The  number 
of  dwellings  overcrowded  at  the  end  of  the  year  was  96. 

Further  particulars  relating  to  Overcrowding  will  be  found 
on  page  87. 


93 


The  total  nuraber  of  visits  paid  by  Inspectors  during  the  year 
was  27,424. 

The  complaints  received  during  the  year  numbered  886. 
Every  complaint  is  thoroughly  investigated  no  matter  bow  trivial 
it  may  appear,  for  often  upon  enquiries  being  made  into  the  trivial 
matter  a major  defect  or  nuisance  is  found  that  requires  immediate 
attention.  Arising  ouf  of  these  complaints,  4,113  nuisances  or 
sanitary  defects  were  discovered  in  dwelling  houses,  necessitating 
the  service  of  413  written  notices  upon  the  persons  responsible.  In 
many  instances  the  necessary  work  was  carried  out  as  a result  of 
verbal  notice  being  given  by  the  Inspector. 

Supervision  of  Corporation  Houses. 

The  supervision  of  Coirporation  houses  is  primarily  concerned 
with  the  maintenance  of  general  cleanliness  by  the  tenants  and  the 
detection  and  eradication  of  vermin  by  the  Health  Department  and 
in  this  connection  4,664  inspections  and  re-visits  were  made  during 
the  year. 

The  disinfestation  of  185  rooms  was  carried  out  under  the 
supervision  of  the  oflficers  of  the  Health  Department  and  the 
importance  of  this  work  cannot  be  over-estimated  when  one: 
considers  the  discomforts  suffered  by  a fairly  large  percentage  of 
the  population  and  particularly  young  children. 

Seamen’s  Licensed  Lodging  Houses. 

On  the  1st  January,  1939,  there  were  8 Seamen’s  Licensed 
Lodging  Houses  on  your  register  with  a total  accommodation  for 
79  seamen. 

During  the  year  a licence  was  issued  in  respect  of  a new 
lodging  house  with  accommodation  for  8 persons,  and  two  licences 
were  cancelled  at  the  reiquest  of  the  keepers,  so  that  7 Seamen’s 
Lodging  Houses  remain  on  the  register  with  a total  accommodation 
for  75  seamen. 


In  the  year  1896  Bye-lajws  were  sanctioned  by  the  Board  of 
Trade  respecting  the  licensing,  inspection  and  sanitary  conditions 
of  Seamen’s  Lodging  Houses. 
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In  pursuance  of  these  Bye-laws,  79  visits  were  made  during 
the  past  twelve  months  and  on  no  occasion  was  a serious  breach 
of  the  Bye-laws  discovered.  Infringements,  of  a minor  character, 
were  immediately  recitifled  upon  the  keeper’s  attention  being  drawn 
to  the  matter  and  at  all  times  the  licensees  appeared  anxious  to 
comply  with  the  regulations. 

In  view  of  the  abnormal  wear  and  tear  to  which  premises  of 
this  kind  are  subjected,  they  are  kept,  generally  speaking,  in  good 
sanitary  condition,  for  during  the  year  only  a few  sanitary  defects 
and  nuisances  werei  discovered.  These  were  remedied  as  the  result 
of  Verbal  Notices  and  the  work  entailed,  together  with  the  statutory 
half-yearly  cleansing  and  lime-washing,  was  carried  out  under  the 
supervision  of,  and  to  the  satisfaction  of  the  Health  Department. 

Common  Lodging  Houses. 

There  are  4 within  the  Borough,  with  accommodation  for 
144  lodgers.  These  premises  require  constant  supervision  to  ensure 
that  a reasonable  standard  of  cleanliness  and  sanitation  is  main- 
tained. During  the  year  56  inspections  were  made,  and  72  rooms, 
passages,  etc.,  were  cleansed  and  re-papered  or  distempered. 

Houses  Let  in  Lodgings. 

The  Bye-laws  have  been  applied  only  to  houses  requiring 
special  supervision  as  it  would  be  impracticablei  to  register  all 
houses  coming  within  the  legal  definition  of  a house  let  in  lodgings. 
The  inspections  are  directed  primarily  to  the  maintenance  of 
cleanliness  and  the  prevention  of  overcrowding. 

Fertilisers  and  Feeding  Stuffs  Act,  1926. 

The  registers,  statutory  statements  and  other  records  kept  by 
manufacturers  and  others  were  examined  and  found  to  comply  with 
the  provisions  of  the  Act. 

The  12  samples  obtained  were  submitted  for  analysis  and  the 
nature,  substance  or  quality  of  the  samples  proved  to  be  in  accord- 
ance with  the  statutory  statements  supplied. 
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Eag  Flock  Acts,  1911  and  1928. 

Precmises  where  Eag  Flock  is  used  are  visited  and  samples 
of  the  flock  are  submitted  to  the  Public  Analyst  for  examination. 
During  the  year  11  samples  were  obtained.  The  proportion  of 
chlorine  in  eaich  of  the  samples)  was  less  than  the  maximum 
permitted  by  the  Eegulations. 

Eats  and  Mice  (Destruction)  Act,  1919. 

In  many  instances  of  rat  infestation  it  has  been  found  that 
the  ingress  of  rats  into  buildings  has  been  by  means  of  defective 
drains;  when  these  have  been  located  and  repaired  or  re- constructed 
it  is  rare  that  a second  complaint,  is  received. 

Additional  information  concerning  the  details  of  the  work 
performed  during  “Eat  Week”  will  be  found  on  page  88  of  the 
Medical  Officer  of  Health’s  Eeport. 

National  Eat  Week,  of  course,  received  considerable  publicity 
and  for  one  week  of  the  year  the  attention  of  the  public  is  focussed 
on  this  problem.  For  the  Health  Department,  however,  everj^  week 
of  the  year  is  a Eat  week  and  the  following  table  summarises  the 


work  done  by  the  Eat  Officer  in  the  Urban  Area;  — 

Number  of  visits  to  premises  ...  ...  809 

Number  of  poison  baits  laid  (approx.)  ...  ...  16,060 

Number  of  rats  killed  by  poison,  traps  and  gins  ...  1,948 

Number  of  rats  killed  by  dogs  and  ferrets  ...  93 

Number  of  rats  killed  by  shooting  ...  ...  1,123 


PHAEMACT  AND  POISONS  ACT,  1933. 

Part  II.  of  this  Act  (which  came  into  force  on  1st  May,  1936) 
is  administered  by  this  Department. 

During  the  year  periodical  inspections  were  made  to  ensure 
that  the  provisions  of  the  Act  were  observed. 


SHOPS  ACT,  1934. 

The  Shops  Act,  1934,  is  an  Act  which,  inter  alia,  makes 
provision  for  the  health  and  comfort  of  workers  in  wholesale  and 
retail  shops  and  warehouses. 


96 


During  tlie  year  188  visits  were  made  and  5 informal  notices 
were  served.  As  a result  of  tlie  service  of  these  notices  suitable 
and  sufficient  means  were  provided  for  Regulation  of  Temperature, 
Sanitary  conveniences,  Lighting  and  Washing  facilities,  as  follows  : 

Regulation  of  temperature  ...  5 

Washing  facilities  ...  1 

Camping  Sites  (Public  Health  Act,  1936,  Sec.  269). 

There  are  no  camping  sites  in  the  Borough,  and  during  the 
year  no  applicaitiions  for  licences  were  made. 

Regulation  op  the  Conditions  in  Offices. 

(Public  Health  Act,  1936,  Sections  43  to  46  and  91  and  92). 

Systematic  inspections  of  Offices  are  made  with  a view  to 
ascertaining  the  conditions  and  (the  need  for  improvements,  and  as 
a result  of  representations  made  by  the  Department  improvements 
have  been  secured. 

Disinfection  Work. 


The  following  work  has  been  carried  out  by  the  Disinfectors 
during  the  year ; — 


General 

T.B. 

Vermin 

Total 

Premises  disinfected 

442 

130 

236 

808 

Rooms  disinfected 

1663 

369 

713 

2745 

Articles  disinfected 

— 

— 

— 

4210 

Articles  destroyed 

— 

— 

— 

126 

Stables. 

The  number  of  visits  paid  to  stables  was  81.  Verbal  Notices 
were  given  for  slight  infringements  of  the  Bye-laws,  requiring  the 
provision  of  improved  drainage  and  suitable  and  properly 
constructed  manure  receptacles. 

The  provision  of  proper  receptacles  and  the  rigid  supervision 
to  prevent  large  accumulations  of  manure,  combined  with  the  advice 
given  to  stable  keepers,  respecting  the  destruction  of  flies  in  the 
larval  stage,  does  much  to  lessen  the  fly  nuisance  and  its  altlteindant 
dangers. 
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Smoke  Abatement. 

During  the  year  under  review  smoke  observations  were  made 
and  in  all  instances  where  undue  emissions  were  observed  the  firms 
concerned  were  immediately  notified. 

Whenever  practicable,  advice  on  modem  methods  of  smoke 
prevention  and  fuel  economy  is  given  to  those  responsible  for  the 
management  of  boilers  and  it  is  to  be  hoped  that  by  this  co-operation 
with  manufacturers  a considerable  reduction  in  the  emission  of 
black  smoke  from  boiler  chimneys  will  be  effected. 

Music  Halls  and  Cinemas. 

Visits  have  been  paid  to  all  music  halls  and  cinemas  in 
connection  with  the  ventilation  and  sanitary  accommodation  of  these 
premises,  and  improvements  have  been  effected  in  all  instances  upon 
formal  notice  being  given  to  the  management. 


FOOD  INSPECTION. 

The  following  table  shows  the  number  of  visits,  re-visits,  and 
notices  served  in  connection  with  the  inspection  and  supervision  of 
the  handling,  storing  and  preparation  of  food. 

The  provision  of  suitable  receptacles  for  the  storage  of  refuse 
has  received  close  attention. 

All  the  fried  fish  shops  in  the  Borough  now  have  sanitary 
fly-proof  receptacles  for  storing  refuse. 

Admirable  though  this  may  be,  the  fact  should  be  kept  in 
mind  that  much  of  the  good  in  this  connection  is  nullified  when,  as 
often  happens,  the  occupiers  of  adjoining  houses  store  domestic 
refuse  in  all  kinds  of  decrepit  receptacles,  a practice  which  can  only 
retard  the  attainment  of  a reasonable  standard  of  environmental 
sanitation. 
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Premises. 

Inspections 

Re-visits 

Informal 

Notices 

Served 

Forma! 

Notices 

Served 

Cowsheds 

131 

23 



Dairies,  Milkshops,  Milk 
Purveyors 

1439 

71 





Bakehouses 

302 

25 

— 

— ■ 

Butchers’  Premises 

837 

57 

— 

— 

Cattle  Market 

26 

1 

— 

— 

Cold  Stores 

7 

1 

— 

— 

Cooked  Meat  Shops 

117 

— 

— 

— 

Fish  and  Fruit  Premises 

253 

33 

— 

— 

Food  Control,  premises  re.  ... 

72 

— 

— 

— 

Food  Vehicles 

24 

— 

— 

Fried  Fish  Shops 

351 

19 

1 

— 

Ice  Cream  Premises  & Barrows 

75 

26 

— 

— 

Provision  Market 

253 

12 

— 

— 

Provision  Shops  and  Stores... 

167 

7 

— 

— 

Restaurants  and  Kitchens  . . . 

36 

8 

— 

— 

Slaughterhouses  (Public) 

639 

947 

— 

— 

Slaughterhouses  (Private)  ... 

246 

44 

— 

— 

Other  Food  Stores 

31 

5 

— 

Re  Pharmacy  & Poisons  Act, 
1933  

51 







Water  Sampling 

54 

— 

— 

5111 

1279 

1 

— 

Merchandise  Marks  Act,  1926. 

This  Act  provides  for  the  marking  of  certain  imported  food- 
stuffs in  order  that  the  public  may  know  whether  they  are  buying 
“Foreign,”  “Empire,”  or  “English”  produce. 

It  was  found  that  numerous  Traders  were  unaware  of  their 
responsibilities  with  respect  to  the  correct  marking  of  these  food- 
stuffs. To  assist  them,  handbills  were  distributed  to  all  green- 
grocers, grocers,  fishmongers,  and  others  concerned,  directing  their 
attention  to  the  requirements  of  the  Orders  in  Council  relating  to 
the  marking  of  imported  Fresh  Apples,  Raw  Tomatoes,  Eggs  in 
Shell,  Dried  Eggs,  Currants,  Sultanas,  Raisins,  Oat  Products, 
Honey,  Frozen  or  Chilled  Salmon,  Butter,  Dead  Poultry,  and  Bacon 
and  Ham. 
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Since  the  distribution  of  the  handbills  and  subsequent  warn- 
ing letters  when  necessary,  there  has  been  a considerable  improve- 
ment in  the  observance  of  the  marking  orders. 

Meat  Inspection  at  the  Public  Slaughterhouse. 

A complete  system  of  meat  inspection  at  the  Public  Abattoir 
ensures  that  every  carcase  is  thoroughly  inspected  before  it  is  passed 
as  fit  for  human  consumption.  As  will  be  seen  from  the  following 
table  41,089  animals  were  slaughtered,  of  which  370  entire  carcases 
were  condemned.  Particulars  of  these  condemnations  are  shown  in 
the  table  on  page  100. 

Meat  Inspection  at  Public  and  Private  Slaughterhouses. 

The  work  done  in  connection  with  meat  inspection  during  the 
year  is  set  out  in  detail  in  the  following  tables  : — 

(1)  Number  of  Animals  slaughtered  and  inspected. 


Description 

Public 

.‘Xbattoir 

Private 

Slaug-htei 

Houses 

Total 

Beasts 

3171 

130 

3301 

Calves 

1667 

40 

1707 

Pigs 

9695 

1200 

10895 

Sheep  and  Lambs  ... 

26556 

555 

27111 

41089 

1925 

43014 

In  addition  to  the  above,  124  carcases  wene  inspected  which 
had  been  slaughtered  outside  the  Borough. 
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(2)  Amount  in  Ihs.  condemned  as  unfit  for  human  consumptioji . 


Description 

Public 

Abattoir 

Private 

Slaughter 

Houses 

Private 

Premises 

Total 

Beef  and  Veal 

94366 

1791 

1476 

97633 

Pork 

19833i 

885i 

85 

20804 

Mutton  and  Lamb  ... 

8767 

16 

142 

8925 

jl22966i 

26921 

1703 

127362 

(3)  Entire  carcases  condemned  and  the  reasons  for  condemnation. 


CAUSE 

Beasts 

Calves 

Pigs 

Sheep 

a/nd 

Lambs 

T otal 

Blackleig 



1 





1 

Bruising 

1 

— 

— 

2 

3 

Carcinoma 

1 

— 

— 

— 

1 

Caseous  Lympliaclenitis 

■ — 

— 

— 

1 

1 

Emaciation 

3 

1 

4 

3 

11 

Erysipelas  (swine) 

— 

— 

2 

— 

2 

Fever,  Acute 

— 

— 

33 

— 

33 

Immaturity 

— 

10 

3 

— 

13 

Jaundice 

— 

— 

— 

10 

10 

John’s  Disease 

1 

— 

— 

— 

1 

Letikaetnia 

■ — 

— 

— 

1 

1 

Mastitis  (septic) 

2 

— 

— 

— 

2 

Metritis  (septic; 

— 

— 

— 

1 

1 

Moribund 

1 

— 

3 

4 

8 

Mould 

— • 

— 

— 

3 

3 

Oedema 

15 

1 

6 

52 

74 

Oedema  and  Emaciation 

1 

— 

— 

23 

24 

Pyaemia 

1 

— 

11 

— 

12 

Septicaemia 

5 

1 

3 

6 

15 

Tuberculosis  (Generalised)  ... 

85 

6 

61 

— 

152 

Uraemia 

— 

__ 

2 

2 

Totals  ... 

116 

20 

128 

106 

370 
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(4)  Carcases  inspected  and  condemned. 


Cause  1 

Cattle 

including- 

Cows 

Calves 

Sheep 

and 

Lambs 

Pigs 

"N^umber  killed  (in  Borough) 

3171 

1667 

26566 

9695 

Number  inspected  (including 
animals  slaughtered  outside  Boro). 

3172 

1667 

26562 

9819 

All  diseases  except  Tuberculosis. 
Whole  carcases  condemned 

31 

15 

106 

67 

Carcases  of  which  some  part  or 
organ  was  condemned 

541 

— 

1585 

139 

Percentage  of  the  number  inspec- 
ted affected  with  disease  other 
than  Tuberculosis 

18-03 

•89 

6-36 

2-09 

Tuberculosis  only 

Whole  carcases  condemned 

85 

5 

— 

61 

Carcases  of  which  some  part  or 
organ  was  condemned 

577 

— 

— 

621 

Percentage  of  the  number  inspec- 
ted affected  with  Tuberculosis 

20-87 

-29 

— 

6-94 

Tuberculosis. 

Tlie  commonest  disease  met  witli  in  meat  inspection  is 
Tuberculosis  and  tbe  amount  of  meat  condemned  for  tbis  disease 
was  approximately  one-balf  of  flie  total  quantity  condemned  for  all 
causes. 


Tbis  is  not  surprising  in  view  of  tbe  bigb  percentage  of  cattle 
in  tbe  average  becrd  tbat  react  to  tbe  Tuberculin  Test 
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Other  Foods  Condemned. 

In  addition  to  Meat  condemned  at  tlie  Public  and  Private 
Slaughterhouses,  the  undermentioned  foods  have  also  been 
condemned  during  the  year  : — 


Description 

Reason  for  Condemnation 

Premises 

Amount 
in  lbs. 

Eggs 

Unwholesome 

Private 

77 

Pish  ... 

4675 

Game 

... 

216^ 

Tinned  Poods  .. 

Decomposed  and  Blown  ... 

1645^ 

6614 

Cowsheds,  Dairies,  Milkshops  and  Milk  Vendors. 

The  milk  supply  of  the  Town  receives  very  close  attention 
and  under  this  heading,  1,641  inspections  were  made  to  premises 
where  milk  is  produced  or  stored.  A general  tightening  up  of  the 
Regulations  has  produced  a marked  improvement  in  the  condition 
of  these  premises. 

The  quality  of  the  milk  sold  is  well  above  the  minimum 
required  by  the  Sale  of  Milk  Regulations,  the  average  composition 
of  the  milk  submitted  for  analysis  being:  Fat,  3.62  peT  cent. ; Solids 
not  Fat,  8.88  per  cent.  Of  the  243  samples  submitted  for  analysis 
under  the  Food  and  Drugs  Adulteration  Act,  5 samples,  as  com- 
pared with  24  last  year,  failed  to  conform  to  the  necessary  standards. 

Milk  (Special  Designations)  Order,  1936. 

During  the  year,  50  milk-sellers  were  licensed,  authorising 
them  to  use  the  following  designations: — “Tuberculin  Tested,”  9; 
“Accredited,”  5;  “Pasteurised,”  36. 

The  requirements  of  the  Ministry  of  Health  were  complied 
with  respecting  the  sampling  of  Designated  Milks,  168  samples 
being  submitted  for  Bacteriological  examination.  23  of  the  samples 
showed  an  excess  of  organisms  and  in  each  instance  cautions  were 
issued  after  enquiries  had  been  made. 
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Milk  and  Dairies  (Consolidation)  Act,  1915. 

108  samples  of  milk  were  taken  for  tke  inoculation  test  for 
tuberculosis  (see  page  73). 

Bakehouses. 

Tlie  number  on  tbe  register  was  59  witliin  tliei  Borough ; 
Visits,  327  during  the  year.  Nuisances  and  defects  of  a minor 
nature  were  remedied  after  Verbal  Notice  from  the  Sanitary 
Inspectors  and  it  was  not  necessary  to  serve  any  Written  Notices. 
Nearly  all  these  premises  are  of  modern  construction  and  on  the 
whole  are  kept  in  good  sanitary  condition,  due  no  doubt  to  the  close 
supervision  given  to  them. 


Food  and  Drugs  (Adulteration)  Act,  1928. 

323  samples  were  submitted  for  analysis  during  the  year. 
261  (243  milk. and  18  spirits  and  beers)  were  formal  samples  and  62 
informal  samples.  5 of  the  formal  samples  (all  of  milk)  did  not 
conform  to  the  required  standard  and  legal  proceedings  were 
instituted  in  4 cases.  Legal  proceedings  were  not  instituted  in 
respect  of  the  remaining  case  as  the  sample  was  proved  not  to  be 
adulterated  as  the  result  of  a sample  taken  “in  the  course  of 
delivery.’’ 

The  results  of  analyses  and  the  nature  of  the  samples  taken 
are  shown  in  the  Public  Analyst’s  report  on  page  65. 

I should  like  to  take  this  opportunity  of  thanking  the 
Sanitary  Inspectors  for  their  valuable  assistance  and  co-operation 
throughout  the  year. 

I am.  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

Tour  obedient  Servant, 

C.  J.  BURR, 


Chief  Sanitary  Inspector . 


Table  1. 


POPULATION  AND  HOUSING  STATISTICS  EELATING  TO  THE  VARIOUS  WARDS. 


*Census  1931. 

T3 

. (/>  0) 

Borough 

(as  extended  April,  1935),  shewing'  New  Wards. 

Wards 

Area  in 
Acres 

No.  of  Persons 

Estimate 

No.  of 

Houses 

Av’g'e  Nc 

of  Person 

per  Hous 

Estimated 
No.  of 

Ascertained 

No.  of 
Houses  in 
Borough  on 
June  30th, 

1939 

Average 

D 

!nsity 

;rsons 

Acre) 

Male 

Female 

Total 

Wards 

in 

Acres 

Persons 
June  30th, 

1939 

Persons  per 
Dwelling 
House 

(p 

per 

Crindau 

277 

4156 

4114 

8270 

1681 

4-92 

Malpas 

944 

7399 

1898 

3 89 

7 

•84 

Caerau 

502 

4282 

5176 

9458 

2216 

4-27 

Allt-yr-vn 

727 

6480 

1783 

3-63 

£ 

•91 

St.  Woolos  ... 

244 

3320 

4077 

7397 

1541 

4-80 

Caerau 

268 

10283 

2288 

4 49 

38 

37 

Tredegar 

79 

3522 

3598 

7120 

1119 

6-36 

St.  Woolos  ... 

830 

9351 

2504 

3-73 

11 

26 

Alexandra  . . 

al251 

4830 

4226 

9056 

1355 

6-68 

Alexandra 

al377J 

8705 

1738 

500 

e 

•32 

Central 

194 

3411 

3184 

6595 

1043 

6-32 

Central 

204 

9765 

1914 

510 

47 

•86 

St.  Julians  ... 

421 

5347 

5615 

10962 

2574 

4-26 

St.  Julifins  ... 

570 

12503 

3201 

3-89 

21 

•93 

Maindee 

273 

3557 

3940 

7497 

1809 

4-14 

Maindee' 

685 

9564 

2543 

3-76 

13 

•95 

Victoria 

175 

3874 

3936 

7810 

1623 

4-81 

Victoria- 

2501 

11496 

2692 

4-37 

46 

•89 

Liswerry 

1604 

7572 

7461 

16033 

2871 

5-24 

Liswerry 

2017 

10624 

2845 

3 73 

5 

•26 

Whole 

Borough 

5020 

43871 

45327 

89198 

17832 

5-00 

Whole 

Borough 

7873a 

961701 

23406 

4-11 

12 

21 

■^Figures  supplied  by  the  Registrar-Genera!  prior  to  the  issue  of  the  Official  Census  Returns, 
t Reg’istrar-GeneraPs  Es'timate  for  purpose  of  calculating'  Death  Rates  (but  not  for  Birth  Rates). 


a Includes  533  acres  covered  by  tidal  water. 


Table  2. 


CAUSE  or,  AND  AGES  AfT,  DEATH  DUEING  THE  YEAE  1939. 


Deaths 

OF 

Reside: 

its  at  all  Ages. 

Deaths  in  whole  District 

AT 

Total 

De 

'tTHS 

FROM  THE 

Various 

Causes 

ONS. 

1 t 

Non-Residents 

£/ 

CH 

1 i,  rt’C 

orough 

Within  theBoroug 

Outside  the  If 

(fl'Cl 

Causes  of  Death 

At  all  Age$ 

1 

0 

s 

JA 

' 55  and 

1 under  65 

0: 

B 

- 

B „ 

.i 

••i 

0 s ^ 

•IsqS 

B . 

'TD 

c 

B fl  i 
^1-  = 
c 

P4 

B 

»-l_ 

Bate 
per  1000 
Popoyn 

0 

H 

Under 

vear 

rS 

'i-S 

M a 

0 

N 0 
3 

•O  u 

B a; 
rt  >0 
u>  B 
3 

•5 

c 4> 
ce  nj 

2g 

rt  'o 
B 
« 3 

^ 

S 

0 5 

r<  3 

C 4) 
OJ  TJ 
EA  B 
3 

u 

C ft) 
rt  T3 
lA  B 
CO  3 

nfe 

'O 

C B 
^ 5 

tA  ft 

xo  B 

a 

a 

s 

§ 

rt 

a> 

U 

0 

TS 

3 

rt 

< 

Centra 

St.  Julia] 

•a 

.s 

<3 

Victor! 

n 

•V  1 
2 
rt  C 

^ B 

p 

^ cd 

S c 
<|I| 

Royal 

Gwent 

Hosnita 

P.A.  Insi 

tution 

P.A.  Ins 

tUtioA! 

3 ” 

b'p 

ft)  tr 

Genera 

1 U---— Sa- 

Special 

Hosnita 

< 

0 

H 

.y  ^ c 
3 

R'S  a 
'!§§ 

Allt-yr-> 

Hospita 

Royal 

Gwent 

Hosnifa 

Public 

Works  ajT. 

Plare«? 

.2 

3 ? 1 

3-^-t 

^1" 

TOTAl 

T>*phoid  & Parat>*phoid  Fevers 
Small  Pox 

Measles 

Scarlet  Fever 

W'hooping’  Cough 

•(1S2 

5 

i 

"2 

1 

1 

1 

i 

1 

2 

i 

I 

Diphtheria  & Membran.  Croup 

•052 

5 

1 

4 

2 

1 

1 

1 

5 

Epidemic  Influen2a 

Er>’sipelas 

•166 

•031 

16 

3 

1 

2 

1 

3 

9 

3 

1 

2 

6 

2 

3 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

"i 

1 

1 

3 

1 

1 

Encephalitis  Lethargica 

•010 

1 

1 

) 

- 

Cerebro  Spinal  Fever 

•010 

1 

1 

Diarrh.  & Enteritis  (under  2 yrs) 

•031 

3 

3 

1 

1 

1 

2 

• 

Puerperal  Fever 

•021 

2 

1 

1 

1 

1 

^ enereal  Diseases 

■073 

7 

1 

2 

3 

1 

Septicaemia  and  Pyaemia 

•010 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

i 

1 

1 

1 

Phthisis 

Tuberculous  Meningitis 

•686 

•031 

66 

3 

i 

2 

1 

6 

11 

14 

9 

12 

1 

10 

2 

3 

10 

9 

8 

12 

3 

1 

6 

8 

7 

11 

1 

18 

1 

32 

Tub’culosis  Ent’tis  Per’itis,  &c. 

Other  Tuberculous  Diseases  ... 

•021 

2 

1 

1 

” 

1 

1 

1 

5 

62 

12 

4 

19 

1 

1 

Hvdatid  C>"sts 

•010 

1 

1 

1 

Rheumatic  Fever 

•114 

11 

1 

2 

2 

2 

1 

1 

2 

1 

1 

15 

2 

4 

1 

1 

18 

6 

5 

6 

Cancer,  Malignant  Disease 
Diabetes 

Bronchitis 

Broncho  Pneumonia 

Pneumonia  (all  other  forms)  ... 

1-622 

•239 

•333 

•416 

•104 

156 

23 

32 

40 

10 

3 

11 

1 

"2 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

2 

11 

"i 

1 

26 

3 

4 

6 

41 

5 

5 

5 

3 

76 

14 

18 

11 

3 

12 

1 

3 

2 

9 

1 

3 

25 

6 

4 

2 

16 

3 

2 

3 

10 

3 

5 

21 

2 

4 

12 

21 

3 

3 

1 

10 

"4 

6 

"i 

10 

2 

1 

1 

1 

45 

8 

1 

16 

1 

2 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

3 

2 

i 

17 

3 

"2 

6 

22 

3 

3 

Other  Diseases  of  the  Respira- 

... 

3 

3 

tor>*  Organs 

Gastric  or  Duodenal  Ulcer 

■104 

•156 

10 

15 

1 

3 

1 

5 

1 

2 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

i 

2 

"e 

4 

1 

1 

1 

3 

1 

1 

2 

-Appendicitis  and  Typhlitis 
.Alcoholism 

•104 

10 

1 

3 

1 

1 

2 

2 

1 

1 

1 

1 

3 

2 

2 

6 

n 

10 

4 

2 

4 

2 

Cirrhosis  of  Liver 

•031 

3 

3 

*2 

•• 

"i 

11 

Nephritis  and  Bright’s  Disease 
-Atelectasis 

'385 

•031 

37 

3 

3 

I 

1 

2 

1 

~2 

5 

9 

14 

"2 

3 

4 

4 

2 

1 

3 

6 

7 

6 

10 

1 

1 

•1 

1 

2 

1 

2 

Injury  at  Birth 

•021 

2 

2 

i 

1 

1 

1 

Congenital  Malformation, 

1 

1 

Marasmus,  &c. 

•239 

23 

21 

1 

1 

1 

1 

Premature  Birth 

•322 

31 

31 

i 

2 

1 

i 

6 

3 

7 

10 

1 

1 

Diseases  & Accidents  of  Preg- 

1 

3 

7 

6 

5 

6 

14 

i 

15 

i 

1 

1 

nancy  and  Parturition 

•083 

8 

1 

1 

, 

Heart  Diseases 
-Arterio  Sclerosis 

Cerebral  Haemorrhage 

Meningitis 

3-296 

1-653 

•499 

•021 

317 

159 

48 

2 

i 

2 

2 

2 

5 

1 

6 

3 

n 

4 

5 

49 

22 

13 

220 

130 

29 

12 

17 

3 

18 

16 

3 

42 

27 

6 

2 

17 

13 

3 

26 

15 

4 

45 

20 

7 

1 

46 

14 

6 

3 

28 

11 

3 

47 

17 

6 

1 

33 

9 

8 

3 

1 

"3 

3 

75 

78 

1 

10 

1 

1 

ii 

5 

4 

*2 

1 

"i 

4 

102 

87 

7 

4 

"3 

I 

”2 

1 

1 
. 4 

2 

2 

1 

9 

4 

2 

Violent  D’ths  (exclud.  Suicides) 
Suicides 

■458 

•021 

44 

2 

1 

2 

1 

*5 

~4 

1 

4 

~3 

7 

14 

~2 

3 

6 

*4 

6 

1 

8 

”3 

4 

6 

’4 

1 

16 

*6 

i 

•••j 

I 

23 

’3 

"2 

1 

24 

4 

1 

28 

Homicides 

•010 

1 

1 

1 

1 

i 

1 

1 

1 

1 

Other  Defined  Diseases 

Diseases  Ill-defined  or  unknown 

1-154 

•250 

iii 

24 

... 

1 

... 

2 

4 

2 

"i 

1 

6 

7 

14 

23 

: © 

. 0 

"e 

3 

3 

1 

26 

4 

17 

3 

13 

4 

6 

4 

15 

3 

14 

13 

6 

2 

21 

26 

1 

2 

4 

'5 

3 

56 

8 

i 

21 

i 

"3 

24 

1 

All  Causes 

12-873 

1238 

80 

7 

14 

17 

8 

20 

22 

48 

66 

123 

208 

835 

74 

67 

174 

108 

120 

169 

140 

107 

158 

116 

6 

8 

74 

334 

23 

40 

ft 

26 

)!4 

3 

10 

3 

93 

g 

19IS 

5 -25% 

65 

5 

1 

5 

6 

4 

9 

4 

9 

20 

2 

4 

6 

6 

7 

11 

7 

7 

7 

s 

1 

19 

14 

1 

1 

36 

3 

2 

27 

6 

32 

Uncertified 

3 

4 

18 

i 

1 

8 

1 

6 

4 

3 

4 

4 

1 

1 

2 

UT 

3 

1 

1 

2 

3 

Table  a. 

INFANT  MORTALITY  DURING  THE  YEAR  1939. 

Nett  Deaths  from  stated  Causes  at  various  ages  under  One  year  of  aRe 


' 

CAUSES  OF  DEATH 

Under  i Week  | 

1-2  Weeks  | 

1 2-3  Weeks  1 

! 3-4  Weeks  I 

Total  under  4 

Weeks 

1-3  Months  1 

3-6  Months  1 

(/i 

"S 

S 

0 

? 

1 g-i2  Months  | 

Total  Deaths 

under  i Year 

Certified 

35 

5 

2 

7 

49 

14 

7 

4L.. 

74 

Certified  by 

All  Causes- 

Coroner  after 

1 

1 

1 

2 

4 

ir.  iVl. 

Uncertified 

Inquests 

2 

2 

SmalTpox  ... 

Chiclren-nox 

.2 

Measles 

Scarlet  Fever  ... 

Whooping  Cough 

1 

1 

Diphtheria  & 

a 

Croun 

d 

Influenza 

F.rv«i‘r»plac 

f T nherrnP 

Ahdnm. 

T iibercnlfisis 

■i 

Other  Tuberculous 

Diseases 

Meningitis  (not  Tuber- 

r.ulnu’;\ 

1 

1 

Convulsions 

Laryngitis 

Rrninrhitis 

1 

1 

1 

1 

3 

Pneumonia  (all  forms) 

1 

1 

2 

5 

2 

3 

12 

Other  Respiratory 

Diseases 

.. 

3 

3 

.SiifFnir;^ tinin  nvprlvino- 

Injury  at  Rirth 

2 

2 

2 

Atelectasis 

3 

3 

3 

Congenital  Mai- 

formations 

6 

2 

I 

2 

11 

3 

3 

17 

Premature  Rirth 

23 

3 

2 

28 

3 

31 

Atrophy. 

Debility 

and 

Marasmus 

2 

I 

3 

1 

4 

Violent  Deaths 

1 

1 

Infanticide 

1 

1 

Other  Causes 

1 

1 

Totals 

36 

5 

2 

50 

15 

11 

4 

80 

Calendar  Year. 

Nett  Births  registered : — Legitimate,  1,443;  Illegitimate,  50;  Total,  1,493* 
Infant  Deaths -Number: — Legitimate,  78;  Illegitimate,  2;  Total,  80. 

Rate; — Legitimate,  54‘I;  Illegitimate,  400;  Total,  53-6 
Deaths  from  all  causes  at  all  ages:  1,238;  Population,  96,170t 

* For  calculating  Infant  Mortality, 
t For  calculating  Death  Rates. 


Table  4, 


VITAL  STATISTICS  OF  WHOLE  DISTRICT  DURING  1939 
AND  PREVIOUS  YEARS. 


0 

BIRTHS 

TOTAI 

DEATHS 

TRANSFER- 

ABLE 

DEATHS 

NET  DEATHS  BELONGING 
TO  THE , DISTRICT 

Population 
Estimated 
« Middle  of 

each  Year 

Year 

REGISTERED 
IN  THE 
DISTRICT 

^ 0) 
c s 

under  i year  oi 
Age 

At  all  Ages 

Uncor- 

rected 

Number 

3 

Net 

T « a 

V CO 

'O  — -*3 

bC.5  « 

Rate  per 

1 

Number 

4 

Rate 

5 

Number 

6 

Rate 

7 

|| 
0 TS-S  P 
8 

^ S *0  ^ 

Ph  ^ 

■s  ^ 22 

0 a.SP 
9 

Number 

10 

1000  net 
Births 

11 

Number 

12 

Rate 

13 

five  y’rs 
AvT  age 
1929  1933 

90521 

1640 

1580 

17-46 

1200 

13-26 

152 

68 

117 

74-2 

i]J6 

12-33 

fi  ve  y rs 
Av’rage 
1984-1938 

94884 

1639 

1574 

16-69 

1222 

12-95 

142 

81 

106 

67-5 

1161 

12-33 

1934 

87600 

1572 

1490 

17-01 

1132 

12-92 

149 

79 

119 

79  9 

1062 

12-12 

1935 

97500 

1621 

1607 

16-96 

1218 

12-85 

127 

82 

113 

70-3 

1173 

12-38 

1936 

97200 

1701 

1629 

16  76 

1244 

12-80 

147 

80 

104 

63-8 

1177 

12  11 

1937 

96210 

1645 

1572 

16-34 

1287 

13-38 

144 

87 
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Birth  and  Death  Rates  for  the  year  1935  and  the  five  years  average  i034  to  1938'  are 
calculated  on  Composite  Population  figures,  because  of  the  extension  of  the  Borough 

in  1935. 

* For  calculating  Death  Rates, 
t For  calculating  Birth  Rates. 

t Calculated  on  1493  Births  (Registrar-General’s  figure). 


MATERNITY  AND  CHILD  WELFARE  CENTRES. 
SUMMARY  for  the  Year  endeicl  31st  December,  1939. 
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SUMMAEY  OF  NECESSITOUS  CASES  SUPPLIED  WITH  FEEE  MILK  DUEING  THE 

YEAE  ENDED  3Ist  DECEMBEE,  1939. 
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Table  8. 


VACCINATION  STATISTICS. 

Returns  as  to  the  Vaccination  of  Children  whose  births  were  registered  from 
July  ist,  i8g6,  to  June  30th,  1930- 
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ANALYSIS  OF  INFECTIOUS  DISEASES  NOTIFICATIONS  — YEAE  ENDED  31st  DECEMBER,  1939 
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NOTIFIABLE  DISEASES 


Scarlet  Fever — 
Males 
Females 
Diplitheria  & Mem- 
branous Croup 
Males 
Females 
Erysipelas — 

Males 
Females 

Enteric  Fever — 
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(Male) 
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* These  diseases  became  compulsorily 
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notifiable  on  November  8th,  ig30  ; the  figrures  here  shown  refer  only  to  cases  notified  by  Doctors. 


PUBLIC  HEALTH  (TUBERCULOSIS)  REGULATIONS,  1930. 
Summary  of  Notifications  from  1st  January  to  31st  December,  1939. 


SUMMARY  OF  MINOR  INFECTIOUS  DISEASES  RECORDED  DURING  THE  YEAR  1939. 
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Table  12. 

PERCENTAGE  OF  NOTIFIED  CASES  REMOVED  TO  HOSPITAL. 

1897  to  1939. 


"o  ® ((I'd 

sii-a 

— 

SCARLET  FEVER 

TYPHOID  FEVER 

DIPHTHERIA  AND 
MEMBRANOUS  CROUP 

Year 

C 3 lifi  c 

Ills 
* si 

Notifica- 

tions 

Percent- 
age of 
removals 

Notifica- 

tions 

Percent- 
age of 
removals 

Notifica- 

tions 

Percent- 
age of 
removals 

Fatality 

% 

Hospital 

cases 

Fatality 
% Home 
Nursed 
cases 

10  yrs 
av.  189r- 
1906. 

225 

255 

72-0 

46 

74-8 

109 

52-5 

12-7 

25-0 

10  yrs. 
av.  1907- 
1916. 

385 

464 

68-5 

23 

75-9 

89 

63-6 

10  0 

17-9 

10  yrs 
av  1917- 
1926. 

268 

266 

70-9 

10 

82’7 

96 

71-5 

5-8 

8-0 

10  yrs. 
av.  1927- 
1936. 

454 

340 

80T 

4 

87-3 

135 

82-2 

4-5 

5-4 

1937 

506 

229 

82T 

7 

1000 

330 

83-3 

1-09 

- 

1938 

978 

992 

64-2 

4 

100-0 

396 

80-55 

2-5 

1-3 

1939 

289 

186 

69.89 

1 

1000 

152 

85-53 

3-8 

— 

*Tuberculosis  cases  excluded. 


Table  13, 


ALLT-YR-YN  HOSPITAL. 

DETAILS  OF  EXPENDITURE  for  the  past  5 years,  each  Year  ending  March  3Ist. 


ITEM. 

1935 

1936 

1937 

1938 

1939 

£ 

s. 

i. 

£ 

3. 

a. 

£ 

3.  d. 

£ 

3.  C 

1. 

£ 

3.  d. 

Groceries 

306 

10 

5 

290 

0 

2 

301 

5 

6 

431 

14 

3 

481 

7 

6 

Meat  and  Fish 

292 

7 

6 

305 

13 

6 

281 

1 

9 

321 

17 

4 

334 

19 

1 

Vegetables  and  Fruit 

103 

14 

5 

107 

14 

10 

123 

5 

10 

129 

8 

11 

145 

1 

6 

Milk,  Cream  and  Eggs 

273 

16 

7 

300 

10 

10 

287 

9 

8 

334 

5 

9 

426 

8 

7 

Wines,  Spirits  and  Minerals 

12 

8 

5 

11 

17 

3 

11 

18 

8 

13 

10 

9 

11 

7 

11 

Medical  Appliances,  Drugs,  etc. 

339 

15 

8 

362 

19 

5 

356 

9 

2 

484 

14 

1 

572 

6 

4 

Disinfectants,  Soaps,  Oils,  etc. 

77 

9 

8 

75 

8 

11 

70 

16 

6 

59 

0 

4 

56 

7 

9 

Ironmongery 

[ 

20 

15 

1 

26 

5 

4 

25 

5 

6 

30 

0 

6 

36 

5 

6 

Crockery 

i 

Drapery  and  Uniforms 

... 

31 

19 

3 

38 

3 

5 

37 

0 

4 

46 

6 

4 

45 

13 

4 

Furniture,  Repairs,  Lino.  Bedding, 

etc. 

182 

3 

4 

169 

1 

8 

160 

11 

10 

217 

0 

10 

271 

10 

11 

Printing,  Stationery  & Advertising 

18 

17 

10 

23 

4 

3 

16 

16 

6 

23 

7 

11 

20 

11 

8 

Repairs,  Fittings,  etc. 

1027 

5 

6 

1918 

5 

1 

2177 

17 

11 

1671 

10 

5 

1851 

3 

7 

Ground  Expenses 

265 

14 

2 

219 

1 

5 

289 

4 

4 

212 

18 

4 

39 

18 

2 

Travelling  Expenses  and  Car  Hire 

45 

9 

3 

45 

16 

11 

15 

4 

9 

34 

2 

3 

15 

6 

0 

Coal,  'Wood  and  Chimney  Sweeping 

287 

10 

3 

603 

15 

7 

627 

9 

3 

641 

7 

7 

783 

8 

5 

Electricity 

224 

17 

11 

199 

17 

7 

163 

8 

1 

159 

9 

9 

196 

9 

5 

Water 

_ 

60 

18 

0 

76 

0 

10 

100 

17 

1 

95 

13 

1 

113 

4 

1 

Rates  and  Insurance 

177 

16 

8 

228 

13 

11 

239 

13 

1 

230 

19 

7 

240 

4 

5 

Telephone  Charges 

45 

6 

6 

42 

16 

2 

36 

15 

6 

42 

11 

0 

39 

7 

10 

Sundries 

_ 

*218 

9 

0 

25 

11 

11 

56 

13 

4 

91 

12 

11 

74 

16 

4 

Disbursements 

4 

1 

8 

9 

0 

0 

7 

0 

4 

8 

14 

3 

15 

13 

8 

f Med.  Supt.,  Matron  & Nurses! 

11179 

12 

2 

U166 

■7 

5 

fiifis 

4 

0 

U171 

3 

2 

1:1214 

0 

7 

i Domestic  and  Grounds 

1124 

10 

10 

1217 

8 

2 

1208 

0 

9 

1171 

6 

6 

1312 

15 

2 

Interest  and  Sinking  Fund 

553 

15 

1 

183 

17 

5 

171 

6 

10 

171 

4 

4 

171 

17 

6 

Allowances,  N.H.  and  Unemployment 

Insurance  and  Superann.  Contributions 

105 

11 

6 

103 

16 

8 

109 

3 

0 

109 

13 

0 

130 

6 

8 

TOTALS 

... 

6980 

17 

2 

7751 

8 

8 

8039 

19 

6 

7903 

13 

2 

8600 

11 

11 

RECEIPTS 

1120 

2 

10 

679 

4 

4 

599 

9 

0 

730 

12 

0 

361 

6 

6 

No.  of  Patients  treated 

334 

388 

348 

633 

853 

+Includes  Clerical  Assistance  at  Health  Dept. 
^Includes  £200  refund  to  Port  Sanitary  Authority. 


Table  14. 

VENEREAL  DISEASES  TREATMENT  CENTRE. 

Summary  of  Returns  made  to  tEe  Medical  Officer  of  Health  during  the  year 
ended  31st  December,  1939,  relating  to  persons  residing  in  the  County 
Borough  of  Newport,  with  figures  for  previous  year  and  averages  for  previous 
five  years  for  comparison. 


4- 


6. 


Year  ended 
3ist  Dec., 
IQ39 


Year  ended 
31st  Dec., 
1938 


I 

Averag-e  for 
5 years 
1934-38 

I 


Number  of  persons  dealt  with  at  or  in  connec- 

M. 

F. 

1 

1 M. 

F. 

1 

1 M. 

F. 

tiom  with  the  Out-Patient  Clinic  for  the  first 

1 

time  and  found  to  be  : — 

Suffering'  from  Syphilis 

68 

7 

54 

12 

52-8 

17-4 

,,  ,,  Soft  Chancre 

17 

18 

1 

16-4 

-8 

,,  ,,  Gonorrhoea 

Not  suffering  from  Venereal  Disease 

119 

i? 

138 

34 

124-4 

28-8 

36 

10 

42 

16 

37-6 

15-4 

Total 

230 

34 

252 

63 

231-2 

62-4 

Number  of  persons  discharged  from  the  Out- 

Patient  Clinic  after  completion  of  treatment 
for  : — 

Syphilis 

9 

10 

3 

6 

7 8 

5-8 

Soft  Chancre 

6 

4 

7 

1 

7-8 

-8 

Gonorrhoea 

40 

31 

39 

10 

31-2 

15-0 

Not  suffering  from  Venereal  Disease 

28 

31 

38 

14 

35-8 

15-0 

Total 

83 

76 

87 

31 

82-6 

36-6 

Number  of  persons  who  ceased  to  attend  the 

Out-Patient  Clinic  without  completing  treat- 
ment and  who  were  suffering  from  : — 

Syphilis 

18 

29 

14 

23 

28-0 

25-0 

Soft  Chancre 

2 

3 0 

Gonorrhoea 

17 

8 

33 

10 

38  8 

li-4 

Total 

35 

37 

49 

33 

69-8 

36-4 

Total  attendances  of  all  persons  at  the  Out- 

Patient  Clinic  who  were  suffering  from  : — 

Syphilis 

1065 

1119 

1308 

1341 

1700-2 

1512-8 

Soft  Chancre 

86 

53 

5 

56-4 

4-2 

Gonorrhoea 

Not  found  to  be  suffering  from  Venereal 

1172 

540 

1486 

635 

1564-2 

619-6 

Disease 

38 

39 

61 

63 

74-8 

54-4 

Total 

2361 

1698 

2908 

2044 

3395  6 

2191-0 

Aggregate  number  of  “In-Patient  days”  of 

treatment  given  to  persons  suffering  from  : — 

Syphilis 

56 

15 

49 

6 

97-0 

100-2 

Soft  Chancre 

46 

•4 

Gonorrhoea 

181 

330 

66 

331 

63-8 

168-4 

Nom-Venereal  Diseases 

7 

Total 

290 

345 

115 

336 

161  2 

268-6 

Number  of  persons  treated  with  Arsenobenzene 

Compounds  . . 

69 

25 

73 

46 

83-4 

58-8 

Number  of  doses  of  Arsenobenzene  Compounds 

g'iven  : — 

N.A.B.  and  others.  Under  .3 

232 

291 

319 

271 

441-0 

396-2 

.3  and  under  .6 

375 

254 

390 

405 

507-4 

460-0 

.6  and  over 

55 

87 

24 

102-6 

31-0 

Total 

662 

545 

796 

700 

1051  0 

887-2 

Examinations  of  Pathological  material  : — 

Specimens  from  persons  attending  at  the 
Treatment  Centre  which  wfere  examined  at 
an  independent  laboratory.  Number  : — 

For  detection  of  Spirochetes 

31 

26 

1 

26-0 

1-8 

,,  ,,  Gonococci 

For  Wassermann  Reaction 

401 

839 

301 

469 

323-6 

353-4 

321 

262 

223 

280 

335-4 

261-0 

Others 

179 

75 

179 

56 

147-4 

66-2 

Total 

932 

1 

1176 

729 

806 

832-4 

682-4 

Number  of  Arsenobenzene  Compounds  issued 

from  Health  Department  : — 

Under  .3 

.3  and  under  .6 

10 

18 

33-6 

.6  and  over 

6 

26 

20-6 

Galyl  .3 

,,  .4 

Total 

16 

44 

54.2  / , 

Table  15 


METEOROLOGICAL  DATA  FOR  THE  YEAR  1939. 

(Barometer  Readingrs  reduced  to  Sea  Level  and  32°  F.  and  corrected  for  Index  Error). 
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Mean 
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0 3 

g 

S 

to 

s 

<0 

0 

P 

P 

"S 

<u  « 

« 0 

b£  3 

<v 

p^ 

One 

Foot 

Four 

Feet 

B 

3 

CO  0 

Mtn 

B.5 

CS  S 
° c 

s .5 

CO 

January 

29-590 

45-0 

36-1 

8-9 

40-3 

38-4 

83 

40-5 

44-9 

8-08 

45-3 

258 '41" 

February 

30-065 

47-6 

38-1 

9 5 

42-5 

40-8 

85 

40-7 

43-7 

2-84 

95-9 

276 '43" 

March 

30-018 

49-4 

39-8 

9-6 

43-5 

40-4 

75 

43-3 

44-6 

1-72 

83-2 

365 '27" 

April 

29-917 

55-9 

42-8 

13-1 

48-6 

45-4 

77 

48-6 

46-6 

3-99 

192-2 

413'17" 

May 

30-057 

62-9 

46-5 

16  4 

53-7 

50-0 

76 

54-6 

51-1 

1-08 

215-5 

481 '07" 

June 

29-999 

68-8 

50-8 

18-0 

60-0 

54-6 

70 

62-3 

58-6 

2-10 

219-0 

194 '09" 

July 

29-825 

66-6 

52-6 

14-0 

61  1 

58-7 

86 

62-0 

59-9 

7-56 

122-0 

197 '42" 

August 

30-002 

71-0 

54-9 

16-1 

62-1 

59-1 

83 

64-1 

61-2 

2-13 

170-6 

150'42" 

Sept. 

30-114 

66-1 

50-9 

15-2 

58-3 

55-2 

81 

60-7 

61-2 

1-09 

165-1  . 

179 '07" 

October 

29-852 

54-5 

41-6 

12-9 

47-9 

45-5 

82 

50-8 

55-1 

3-36 

124-5 

i30'27* 

November 

29-806 

53  >0 

43  1 

9-9 

48-0 

46-6 

89 

47-8 

50  7 

8-45 

38-9 

!66  ’23" 

December 

30-008 

42-9 

33-5 

9-4 

37-7 

36-1 

84 

41-5 

46-9 

2-52 

44-92 

46-4  S 

1518-6 

hrs. 

43 '49" 

